
the use of extreme 
violence, despite calls 
from the West to reduce 
tensions without the use 
of force. 

Not surprisingly, this led 
to a catastrophe, with five
uninterrupted days of 
hand-to-hand combat 
between Kosovo 
Albanian special police 
and KFOR international 
"peacekeeping" forces on 
one side and armed Serb 
civilians on the other. The
Serbs involved in the 
conflict are mostly local, 
but the involvement of a 
group of organized 
provocateurs is almost 
certain. It is not certain 
that they were sent by the
Serbian government, but 
the hats they were 
wearing are associated 
with a criminal 
organization whose 
contact persons in the 
ruling CHC Party (ruling 
Serbian Progressive 
Party), have recently 
switched to the 
opposition. It is very 
likely, therefore, that they
were sent by that part of 
the opposition that is 
supported by the West.

In response to the 
violence, the Quintet 
made up of the U.S., UK, 
Germany, France and 
Italy but led by the U.S. 
initially issued a joint 
condemnation of the 
"violence by the 
authorities in Priština" (a 
huge rhetorical 

precedent), drafted by the
U.S. State Department. 
This was quickly 
followed by symbolic 
sanctions imposed by the 
U.S. on Kosovo:

the cancellation of the 
planned "Defender 23" 
military exercise and 
Kosovo's expulsion from 
the initiative, a 
diplomatic boycott of any
kind of official contact 
between U.S. and Kosovo
representatives, and a 
demand to immediately 
block Kosovo's 
membership in 
international institutions 
and to block any new 
international recognition.

It seems clear that the 
United States has decided
to betray its allies in 
Kosovo in exchange for 
greater bargaining power 
with Serbia on the issue 
of sanctions on Russia. A 
strong possibility is that 
this will be achieved 
through regime change in
Serbia.

The diverse, extremely 
broad-based but mostly 
liberal opposition has 
been much warmer 
toward the possibility of 
sanctions, but it has also 
largely adopted 
nationalist rhetoric 
toward the ruling party, 
particularly in relation to 
its policy toward Kosovo,
which is seen as overly 
concessionary. In 
addition, the progressive 
party currently in power 

has had a very large 
number of defections, and
many adherents joined 
the ranks of the 
opposition last week-a 
clique that had been 
discredited over the 
Krušik arms factory 
affair, ties to organized 
crime, and high-profile 
corruption scandals, and 
had been quietly ousted 
from any meaningful 
position of power.

Partly because of its 
private interests, this 
clique is the most pro-
Western faction in the 
government. The 
opposition has naturally 
decided to welcome it 
into its ranks with full 
honors.

It is therefore likely that 
in the coming weeks the 
United States will favor 
the united opposition in 
its efforts to undermine 
the current government, 
overthrow it and assume 
power. The U.S. will give
carte blanche to the new 
government to "protect 
the Serb minority" 
against a possible 
repetition of an event like
the ethnic pogrom of 
March 2004, and it will 
probably even result in a 
change of the current 
borders. This will provide
good support for the new 
government, which in 
return will have to adhere
to sanctions against 
Russia. Of course, the 
current government, and 

also Moscow, are aware 
of this danger and 
therefore the situation is 
absolutely critical and, 
for the first time in 15 
years, after the constant 
"crying wolf" by the 
international media, there
is now a real risk of 
significant escalation and 
even possible armed 
conflict (although this 
time the international 
media is surprisingly 
silent).

In all this dirty game 
between opposing 
imperialisms, the 
proletariat of Serbia and 
Kosovo is crushed and 
voiceless. Its living and 
working conditions are 
continually worsening 
while the bourgeois 
parties blame all evils on 
the "enemy" at the gates 
to hide the fact that the 
enemy is at home: The 
enemy is the bosses, their
parties, their newspapers 
and television, who use 
all means, including 
organized crime to 
increase their profits and 
will not stop even at the 
prospect of unleashing a 
general war in order to 
maintain their power.
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The geopolitics of the 
Balkans has been 
drastically affected by the
last phase of the "cold 
war" between Russia and 
the West. The protracted 
war in Ukraine is 
spreading its fetid 
effluvia in this region in 
very serious economic 
and social crisis. In recent
weeks there have been 
important and somewhat 
surprising developments 
in Kosovo, which have 
degenerated into a serious
crisis.

Serbia apparently remains
neutral and opposes 
joining the economic 
sanctions against Russia, 
which allows Russian 
financial capital to use 
Serbia as the main bridge 
to Europe to circumvent 
the sanctions. Despite 
constant pressure from 
the West, the Serbian 
government, led by the 
Serbian Progressive Party
(SPP) refuses to 
introduce sanctions, 
largely due to the 
interests of a part of the 
ruling clique in Russian 
capital (especially 
Gazprom).

In March 2023, the EU 
pressured Serbia to align 
its foreign policy with 
that of the EU, under the 

threat of freezing the 
accession process. The 
conditions were the 
imposition of economic 
sanctions on Russia or 
acceptance of a Franco-
German proposal for an 
agreement with Kosovo, 
which would lead to its 
effective recognition.

Serbia accepted the latter.

Implementation of the 
agreement stalled on the 
issue of the Association 
of Serb Municipalities: an
association of Serb-
majority municipalities 
with executive and 
financial autonomy, 
which had been agreed as
part of the 2013 Brussels 
Agreement. Present-day 
Kosovo is governed by 
the hard-line, nationalist 
Vetevendosje! (Self-
Determination!) party, 
which comes from a 
leftist and post-Maoist 
background. Despite the 
politics of the West, 
Vetevendosje! pursues a 
more nationalist and anti-
Western policy than the 
other Kosovo Albanian 
parties seeking a union 
with Albania. The prime 
minister of Kosovo, Kurti
opposes the activities of 
the Association of Serb 
Municipalities and 
anything that stands in 

the way of the full unity 
of the state and considers 
the 2013 agreement null 
and void, which has 
complicated the 
normalization of relations
envisaged by the new 
agreement. It has also led 
to a souring of relations 
between Kosovo, on the 
one hand, and the EU and
the United States, on the 
other.

On April 23, 2023, 
Kosovo held local 
elections in the region's 
four Serb-populated 
northern municipalities. 
Local Serbs (97 percent 
of the population) 
decided to boycott the 
elections until the process
of implementing the 
Association of Serb 
Municipalities was 
completed. 

The elections were held 
anyway, with 2-3% of 
local Albanians voting by
electing Albanian 
nationalists as mayors. 
The Serbs, in response, 
barricaded the town halls,
preventing the new 
mayors from taking 
office. For a month the 
situation remained a 
stalemate.

Meanwhile, a school 
shooting occurred in 
Belgrade, Serbia, on May

3, which immediately 
triggered another mass 
shooting and several 
other violent incidents, 
resulting in a total of 20 
deaths within a single 
day. The outrage and 
grief soon turned into 
"mass protests against 
violence," which called 
for more censorship in 
the media. The wave of 
protest was immediately 
exploited by the 
opposition, which gave 
the demonstrations an 
anti-government 
character by mobilizing 
between 50,000 and 
60,000 people. President 
Vučić responded by 
trying to organize even 
larger protests, 
encouraging supporters 
from all over Serbia, as 
well as from the Serb-
inhabited northern 
provinces of Kosovo.

On May 26, a large pro-
government counter-
demonstration was held 
in Belgrade, bringing 
many Vučić supporters 
from Kosovo, leaving the
barricades erected in 
front of city halls half-
empty. This gave 
Kosovar special police 
forces the opportunity to 
storm the four 
municipalities and 
suppress the protest with 
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