
Newspaper of the International Communist Party
WHAT DISTINGUISHES OUR PARTY – The line running from Marx to Lenin to the foundation of the Third International and the birth of the Communist 
Party of Italy in Leghorn (Livorno) 1921, and from there to the struggle of the Italian Communist Left against the degeneration in Moscow and to the 
rejection of popular fronts and coalition of resistance groups – The tough work of restoring the revolutionary doctrine and the party organ, in contact with 
the working class, outside the realm of personal politics and electoralist manoevrings

The International Communist Party
Oct/Nov 2025

Issue 66
1$ 1£ 1€

NO WAR IN VENEZUELA FOR WALL ST!
The illusion of the regime of capital’s 

immortality is fraying at the seams as it 
desperately works to terrorize the world 
proletarian into perpetual subordination 
amid its crumbling economic foundations. 
Over the course of two days on October 
15th and 16th, banks borrowed $15 bil­
lion from Federal Reserve’s short­term 
lending facility, the largest amount bor­
rowed since the Covid­19 Pandemic, when 
a similar rush on these special reserve 
funds by major financial institutions was 
a precursor to the 2020 economic crash 
which forced the U.S. bourgeoisie to im­
plement a broad program of quantitative 
easing under the CARES act, dispensing 
of $2.2 trillion dollars in government 
checks to millions of unemployed work­
ers to maintain consumer demand, amid 
mandated lockdowns and civil unrest ag­
itated by economic conditions that ex­
ploded into the 2020 George Floyd 
uprisings. These recent events occurred 
alongside the failure of two major finan­
cial institutions, First Brands Group and 
Tricolor Holdings, the second string of 
major financial institutions to crash just 
this year, occurring alongside a major fall 
in the crypto market in October. Mean­
while despite the promises of the bour­
geoisie to bring back high paying 
manufacturing jobs to the United States, 
unemployment swells as the overproduc­
tion crisis intensifies. Workers face in­
creased material immiseration and higher 
rates of exploitation due to automation 
and austerity in the form of massive gov­
ernment spending cuts forcing millions 
into lower wage jobs. In October, despite 
growing production output, U.S. industry 
experienced the largest inventory build 
up in decades as demand flat lined or 
slumped in most industries including AI, 

agriculture and steel, leaving stacks of un­
sold goods piling up in warehouses across 
the country. Meanwhile, the relative 
growth in U.S. manufacturing capacity 
has not led to any new jobs, with manu­
facturing employers having cut 12,000 
factory jobs in August and a total of 42,000 
positions since April, according to a new 
analysis from the Center for American 
Progress (CAP). 

As the Federal Reserve increasingly 
finds itself forced into taking contradic­
tory actions to respond to crises which 
emerge at ever faster rates and the explod­
ing national debt narrows the field of ac­
tions it can take to save the situation in 
each event, the signs of an economic catas­
trophe loom. Thus the U.S. capitalist class 
threatens to stir up war in Venezuela as a 
means of both stabilizing its profit rates 
and ensuring the subordination of the U.S. 
working class as it faces deepening im­
miseration. Today, the U.S. working class 
is disciplined by a renewed red scare, an 
attack on vulnerable immigrant workers, 
an attack on established unions, and the 
imposition of a strict regime of austerity 
eliminating services necessary to main­
tain the lowest paid workers as the ongo­
ing attack on workers real­wages in the 
form of increased costs of living is met 
with perpetually stagnating wages. Now 
this full scale assault on the working class 
is accompanied by the deployment of mil­
itary forces to cities across the country to 
pre­emptively ward off any potential pro­
letarian revolts in anticipation of the next 
economic crash and the outbreak of war. 

In full demonstration of the capital­
ist’s desperation for imperialist conflict, 
the U.S. has deployed a significant mili­
tary presence in the Caribbean, including 
the assignment of over 4,500 Marines and 

sailors from amphibious ready groups, 
warships, numerous aircraft and a nuclear 
fast­attack submarine, alongside the de­
ployment of the CIA for on the ground 
covert operations. The build up is all 
aimed at Venezuela under the guise of 
combating “narco terrorism” in order for 
the U.S. to gain more control over the 
country's oil and critical mineral supplies. 
Meanwhile, the bourgeoisie extends the 
terrain of this renewed “drug war” into 
American cities unleashing thousands of 
masked federal agents to combat the so­
called “enemy within”; however, on both 
fronts the true enemy for the bourgeois is 
the international proletarian.

As the masses of workers are pushed 
further into abject poverty in the face of 
an increasingly decadent bourgeois, who 
flaunt their wealth with extravagant rock­
etship rides to space, superyachts and now 
the construction of large ballrooms and 
triumphal arches in Washington D.C. amid 
a government shutdown which sees mil­
lions going without paychecks and food 
benefits, the bourgeoisie have resorted to 
labeling so­called anti­fascists (which in 
the Republican administration's rhetoric 
includes the totality of the Democratic 
Party) as terrorists, amid a string of as­
sassinations of CEO’s and capitalist politi­
cians. Yet the new laws will only be used 
to do old work, targeting and attacking 
proletarians who organize themselves to 
oppose capitals onslaught. 

Workers must dedicate themselves to 
the difficult work of rebuilding the mili­
tant working class proletarian defensive 
organizations, the class unions, and de­
veloping the capacities of the working 
class to engage in collective labor actions 
and build towards the general strike. Like­
wise, workers must break from the bour­

With the deployment of multiple war­
ships, along with a nuclear­powered subma­
rine, present in the area since early August 
and equipped with missile and intelligence 
capabilities, along with P­8 Poseidon mar­
itime patrol aircraft, and a military contin­
gent of more than 4,000 marines, the US 
government ordered the execution of the op­
eration to demonstrate its military power 
and deterrence in the Caribbean.

The troop movement is based on the 
US government's August 8 order to use the 
armed forces against foreign drug cartels. 
Prominent among these cartels are the Mex­
ican and Colombian cartels, but also the so­
called "Tren De Aragua" from Venezuela.

Simultaneously with this deployment, 
the United States government, specifically 
Attorney General Pam Bondi, announced in 
August that it was increasing the reward for 

information leading to the arrest of Nicolás 
Maduro, President of the bourgeois Venezue­
lan government, to $50 million. The first 
time a reward was established for Maduro 
was on March 26, 2020, when the State De­
partment, during the previous Donald Trump 
administration, offered $15 million. In Jan­
uary 2025, the administration of then­Pres­
ident Joe Biden, already ending his term, 
increased the reward from $15 million to 
$25 million.

While they are demanding a reward for 
Maduro, they maintain communication and 
reach business agreements with his govern­
ment regarding oil (in the first half of Au­
gust, the US received two ships with oil 
extracted by Chevron), migrants, and other 
issues.

The plot of this novel is already well 
known, as are the supporting actors. US im­
perialism has already presented its strategy 

A New Chapter in the war on “Narco­Terrorism” in Venezuela

In its latest assault on migrant workers, 
the bourgeois state has ordered ICE and el­
ements of the Texas and Illinois national 
guard into Chicago, Illinois, brazenly call­
ing this attack “Operation Midwest Blitz”. 
The Department of Homeland Security 
claims that it has detained at least 1500 mi­
grants since the beginning of the operation 
in early September. No doubt, this number 
has increased since that report. Across 
Chicago ranks of masked ICE agents march­
ing down city streets have been deployed in 
order to provoke a conflict with locals to 
serve as justification for further militariza­
tion. The assault peaked when ICE con­
ducted a televised helicopter raid, broadcast 
live on a high rise apartment complex, 
pulling dozens of women and children out 
of their homes in the night for mass arrest. 
Silverio Villegas González, an immigrant 
worker, was shot and killed by ICE agents 
on September 12, and Marimar Martinez 
was shot multiple times by Border Patrol 
agents on October 4 in Chicago.  This wield­
ing of bourgeois state power follows the 
short­lived proletarian revolt against ICE 
raids in Los Angeles (as covered in TICP 
64) and the deployment of the National 
Guard in Washington D.C. and Memphis. 

The terror being perpetrated by the state 
is accomplished with or without legal prece­
dence, with or without pitiful “resistance” 
from the Democratic Party that now cries 
“law and order”. Of the thousands of peo­
ple arrested by ICE, many in Illinois were 
sent to the Broadview ICE facility, a prison 
that is stated to only house detainees for 
short­term sentences until they are sent else­
where. In this hell trap, there are no beds, 
no medical staff or supplies, no kitchens, no 
sanitary supplies, open toilets, and barely 
any space to breathe. Like cattle, undocu­
mented proletarians are shuffled into facil­
ities like these, which don’t even pass the 
bare minimum legal standards of sanitation 
or safety. Even before Trump’s Midway 
Blitz, the facility had imprisoned 143 peo­
ple for two days or more since the begin­
ning of 2025. Little data has since been 
provided, and there remains a lot of secrecy 
around the operations of this facility, but 
suffice to say, it likely has more people be­
ing held as the operation continues to reign 
terror.

In response to the federal government’s 
assault, the state of Illinois and the city of 
Chicago filed lawsuits against the federal 
government for its deployment of National 
Guard troops on October 6, citing a lack of 
emergency warranting their deployment. 
Amidst this legal battle, 500 national guards­
men from Texas and Illinois have been sta­
tioned 55 miles southwest of Chicago, 
awaiting clearance to enter the city. Despite 
Chicago’s status as a “Sanctuary City” and 
a bastion of the Democratic Party in Illinois, 
the Democratic Party once again leaves the 
proletariat to fend for itself while espous­
ing itself to be a party that defends migrant 
workers. The state’s governor, J.B. Pritzker, 
and Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson have 
done little besides voice their “strong con­
demnation”, appeal to the country’s “hu­
manity”, and channel discontent into 
ineffective legal disputes and bureaucratic 
state agencies. While it may seem commend­
able that the progressive Johnson has en­
acted executive orders to spread “Know Your 
Rights” resources and set legal limits on 
ICE’s use of city property, it is being done 
in service of Capital in order to stifle the 
proletariat and tie them to interclass move­
ments dominated by the bourgeoisie. 

On October 18, 2025, Mayor Brandon 
Johnson stood before over 100,000 people 
at the "No Kings" rally and called for a gen­
eral strike, invoking his enslaved ancestors 
who "lead the greatest general strike in the 
history of this country."  Likewise, Johnson 
has recently been discussing the Democratic 
Party “popular front” with activist groups, 
unions and NGO’s as the primary tool to 
combat fascism in the United States. When 
Johnson invokes American mythology and 
Pritzker wraps resistance in “defending 
Chicago," when mobilization centers on "our 
city" rather than international working­class 
interests, class struggle is subordinated to 
national struggle. Pritzker told crowds: "We 
will never surrender! Black and Brown peo­
ple are being targeted for the color of their 
skin. Children are being zip­tied and sepa­
rated from their families." The oppression 
is real. But the response, "protect our city," 
"defend our democracy," support "good" 
Democrats, leads not just to a dead end, but 
a reinforcement and defense of the very sys­
tem which is used to persecute these sec­
tions of the proletariat. Thus the American 
liberal, the wolf in sheep's clothing once 
again plays its part. This is the classic Pop­
ular Front formula devised first under Stalin, 
to unite all "democratic" forces against the 
"fascist" threat, subordinating independent 
class struggle to preservation of bourgeois 
democracy. These coalitions compromise 
and subordinate the workers' movement, 
catering to those who would forever tie 
workers to capitalist state sufferings. John­
son may appear like an ally, but as soon as 
the situation gets out of control and the in­
terests of his faction of the bourgeoisie are 
threatened, the true face of progressivism 
will show to be yet another defender of cap­
italism. 

Our prior analysis of the Democrats’ 
response to ICE raids in Los Angeles rings 
true in Chicago. The policies of “Sanctuary 
Cities” don’t do nearly enough to truly de­
fend migrant workers from ICE, which has 
the facilities and authority to circumvent 
any legal fiction and act with the full power 
of the federal government. Appeals to moral­
ity amount to nothing when confronted with 
the faceless necessity of Capital to exploit 
the most vulnerable of workers backed by 

The Militarization of 
Chicago and the 

Democratic Party 
Popular Front

ICE Raids at the Hyundai Plant in Georgia
The recent raid on a Hyundai plant be­

ing constructed in southern Georgia has 
served to expose the contradictions within 
the rhetoric of the American bourgeois 
regime. On September 4th, 475 workers 
were arrested on allegations that they were 
in the country illegally or did not have the 
proper documentation to work there. The 
raid occurred at a plant jointly owned by 
Hyundai and LG, which is being built for 
the purpose of manufacturing batteries for 
electric vehicles. The plant was part of an 
investment of over $12 billion dollars, and 
it is estimated that by 2031 over 8,000 work­
ers will be employed there.

Of the 475 workers arrested, 316 were 
South Korean nationals, contracted by 
Hyundai to do the complex work of in­
stalling and testing the machinery used for 
the manufacturing of the batteries. It was 
said by an attorney representing some of 
the workers who were detained that it would 
take an American 2 to 3 years of living in 
South Korea to learn the required skills to 
do this work.

Soon after the raid, President Donald 
Trump took to his social media platform, 
Truth Social, to say that foreign companies 
who are investing in American manufac­
turing are welcome to bring over their 
skilled workers to train Americans to cre­
ate the complex products that are now 
mostly made in other countries. He said 
further that he didn’t “want to frighten off 
or disincentivize investment into America 
by outside countries or companies…”. This 
was likely in response to statements that 
the raid could potentially deter future in­
vestment by South Korean companies, with 
the South Korean president Lee Jae Myung 
calling the raid “bewildering”.

It has previously been the accepted 
practice for South Korean companies to 
send workers to the U.S. for the purpose of 
establishing factories under B­1 travel visas, 
due to the limit on the number of H1B for­
eign professional work visas that are issued 
each year. 140 of the South Korean work­
ers who were detained were in the U.S. un­
der B­1 visas, which, they were told by an 
“authoritative interpretation”, would allow 
them to install and test equipment.

This mutually understood interpreta­
tion of the nature and limits of the B­1 visas, 
was likely undermined by the need of im­
migration officials to ramp up the number 
of arrests and deportations, in order to 
achieve Trump’s supposed goal of deport­
ing 15 to 20 million immigrants. White 
House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller 
has called for daily arrests quotas of 3,000. 
In opposition to the claim by South Korean 
officials that they had been assured that the 
B­1 visas would allow South Koreans to 
work in the U.S., American immigration 
officials maintain that they strictly enforced 
the law.  

Despite the fantastic claims made by 
the bourgeois on social media, and the 
footage of ICE shock troops playing con­
stantly on the news, the number of daily ar­
rests and deportations remain comparable 
to those from the previous administration. 
Even still, Republican officials will con­
tinue to claim that they are the ones doing 
the work of saving the American worker 
from the crushing hand of global competi­
tion. The events of September 4th demon­
strate the impossibility of balancing actions 
which fulfill the isolationist rhetoric of 
Trump’s campaign promises, with the re­
ality of a capitalist economy which is by 
necessity a global phenomenon. This did 
not come as a surprise to us Marxists, who 
realize that once the limits of accumulation 
have been reached within a country's bor­
ders, Capital must look elsewhere to quench 
its undying thirst for profits.

Every day, the vision of a reinvigo­
rated American manufacturing, protected 
by tariffs, and staffed by a well compen­
sated and complacent native workforce, is 

proving to be more like a mirage. What is 
revealed behind the misty veil of bourgeois 
propaganda is a dying imperialism, starved 
of surplus value, and strangled by contra­
dictions which at every move grow even 
tighter. The tariffs which were put in place 
for the purpose of restoring and protecting 
American jobs, are making the construction 
of the new plants necessary to achieve this 
purpose prohibitively expensive. Accord­
ing to a survey of the Associated General 
Contractors of America, over 40 percent of 
contractors included in the survey have had 
jobs delayed or cancelled due to increasing 
costs. According to Ken Simonson, the chief 
economist of the AGCA, It is unlikely that 
any amount of investment by foreign com­
panies like Hyundai could counteract this, 
even assuming that they aren't dissuaded 
from investing in the first place by the risk 
of having their employees rounded up into 
detention centers.

The claim of the Republicans, and the 
hope of all those proletarians who have been 
shackled to the right wing of the represen­
tatives of capital, is that by removing from 
the country more easily exploited undocu­
mented workers, employers will be forced 
to pay native­born workers a “fair wage”. 
In reality they are only continuing the work 
of maintaining the reserve army of labor, 
according to the needs of capital for more 
or less workers. Any average pay increase 
resulting from the shrinking of the supply 
of labor is quickly overshadowed by rising 
costs of living – precipitated by tariffs –  
and the fall in the value of the dollar.

Accordingly, we find a proletariat in 
no better shape than it was under Biden. 
Trump’s approval rating has plummeted, 
and it is likely that in 2028 the Democrats 
will return to power, but the workers have 
nothing to hope for in a change of com­
mand. The continued descent into poverty, 
strife, and global war, is not the product of 
the decisions of individual policy­makers, 
but rather the predictable outcome of the 
continuation of a rotten system, built on ex­
ploitation, and destined for the garbage can 
of history. We urge all workers to reject sub­
ordinating themselves to the national inter­
est and instead act on the principles of 
international solidarity. The only path for­
ward is the path of class struggle and ulti­
mately proletarian revolution.

“No Kings” Demonstrations: The Necessary 
Direction of Struggle: Class Unionism

The following is a leaflet written by Party 
members that was distributed in cities 
across the United States after the 
deployment of the military in cities across 
the country.

The capitalist class voraciously de­
vours ever­increasing profits while con­
demning workers to greater suffering. Mass 
layoffs, lack of healthcare, and the disap­
pearing ability to afford basic cost of living 
affect more and more workers. Meanwhile, 
immigrant workers are pushed into condi­
tions of modern­day slavery through intim­
idation and forced removal.

In response, the big bourgeois pigs are 
sending troops into cities across the United 
States where workers are most prepared to 
organize in their defense. These troops are 
not deployed because of any current move­
ment that threatens their power. Rather, 
they are positioned in anticipation of the 
next major economic crisis on the horizon. 
Such a crisis will inevitably produce an up­
surge of worker rage and action, requiring 
the state to exercise more drastic measures 
to maintain order.

Workers need to organize differently 
than the dead­end protests and popular 
front activist coalitions that have proven in­
effective. These coalitions, in the name of 
inclusivity across the political spectrum, 

compromise and subordinate the workers’ 
movement and its demands. They cater to 
the comfort and preferences of those who 
would forever tie workers to the inherent 
sufferings imposed by the capitalist state. 
The capitalist state will never yield any true, 
meaningful, long­standing change without 
being confronted by genuine worker power. 
Only the class union and unconstrained gen­
eral strike action can achieve this.

These coalitions and Democratic party 
funded groups like 50501, Indivisible, No 
Kings, Workers over Billionaires etc., that 
disguise themselves in names invented to 
appeal to a broad base, funnel workers into 
yet another parade around the city and de­
mand a substitution of bourgeois politicians, 
some kind of reform, or make no demand at 
all! Activist groups call for individuals to 
show up on the street and gather aimlessly, 
undefended, to be shot at with so­called 
"less lethal" weapons as a mere symbol of 
discontent. They do not hold any sort of 
power to coerce our class enemy into yield­
ing real, lasting results.

It is capitalism that births the horrors 
experienced by the international working 
class both in its “good cop” mask­democ­
racy, or its “bad cop” costume­fascism. The 
capitalists who take the reins of the upsurges 
of resistance (or drive them) via the Demo­
cratic Party and its activist front groups, ap­
plying their multitude of           (cont pg 2)  

The National Guard 
in U.S. Cities

As members of the National Guard are 
deployed to U.S. cities amid a government 
shutdown as the capitalist class cannot even 
decide how to appropriate its own budget 
amid implementation of its aggressive 
regime of austerity necessary  to preserve it­
self, members of the armed forces in the 
United States turn to relief organizations for 
emergency loans and line up at food banks 
to feed their families. The facade of military 
privilege crumbles and it becomes clear that 
the material interests of enlisted personnel 
do not coincide with those of the capitalist 
state they are paid to serve, but with those 
of the working class.

The current crisis makes this brutally 
clear. The increasing economic impoverish­
ment faced by military personnel and their 
families is not dissimilar to that of any other 
sector of the proletariat, living from pay­
check to paycheck amid increasingly expen­
sive cost of living. Shielded as they may be 
from rising prices due to government subsi­
dized programs, many of these face cuts 
from veterans healthcare, housing subsidies 
and even proposals floated by the Trump ad­
ministration to privatize the military com­
missary system by an independent 
corporation which were only rejected after 
dissent. While soldiers in the United States 
become wards of the state, acting in a way 
as indentured servants bound to the state 
through the duration of their contract, as 
professional soldiers they are paid wages in 
order to be recruited and retained, which 
many of their families still rely upon to meet 
their daily consumption needs. 

Yet as capital attacks workers wages, 
so too are the U.S. militaries professional 
soldiers quality of life stagnating or in de­
cline, called to make sacrifices under the pa­
triotic rhetoric of “service” and “honor,” not 
to fight and die in a battlefield but to take 
more off their plate to feed the capitalist 
class, just as healthcare workers were per­
suaded to give up decent wages and work­
place protections during the Covid­19 
pandemic, while the capitalist class reaped 
historic profit margins. Members of the 
armed forces received a 5.2% pay increase 
in 2024, which was lower than inflation, 
which had peaked at over  9% in 2022 and 
remained high at 8.7% in 2023: wages chase 
inflation, always lagging behind, never 
catching up. 

Soldiers who enlist are led (cont pg 2) 

geois political parties and organize them­
selves under the leadership of the Inter­
national Communist Party, the only party 
which despite over a century of counter­
revolution and opportunist distortions of 
revolutionary Marxism, advances the true 
program of the working class to realize its 
historical aims of the abolition of class so­
ciety itself, and towards the preparation 
of the final offensive struggle to end the 
regime of capital. As we reported in TICP 
61, the bourgeoisie know their true mor­
tal enemy well, it is the communists who 
the Republican Party listed more than any 
other as their primary target for political 
repression in both Project 2025 and the 
Republican Agenda 47.  

Approximately every 8­10 years in 
the United States there is a major eco­
nomic crisis. While the next economic cri­
sis may come sooner or later than that date, 
it is fast approaching and 2028 marks an 
important year. A year where many large 
unions across the country have commit­
ted to building towards a general strike & 
the year the next presidential election is 
slated to occur, all of which will likely un­
fold in the thick of a major financial cri­
sis and expanding imperialist wars across 
the globe and an American society which 
will be more deeply polarized along class 
lines unlike any other point in the last half 
century. As the U.S. capitalist class elim­
inates many of its key counter­revolution­
ary welfare programs established during 
the so­called “New Deal” and “Great So­
ciety” periods which were critical for the 
corruption of the U.S. proletariat and the 
development of the U.S. labor aristocracy 
that tied itself to its nation rather than its 
international class, the social contradic­
tions will only continue to intensify cre­
ating a powderkeg of class antagonisms, 

which will likely lead to the ripening and 
the expansion of the militant working class 
movement in the difficult years to come. 

Inter­imperialist conflict between the 
U.S. and Venezuela and the future war 
against China, will be fought to preserve 
a putrefying capitalist system. In the con­
flicts of the future millions of proletari­
ans will be asked to sacrifice themselves 
for their national bourgeoisie amid ruth­
less campaigns of repression domestically. 
The workers must refuse to fight and sup­
port these wars for their cruel masters.  
Workers have the power to put the brakes 
on the slaughter but they must organize 
themselves to take up the slogans of pro­
letarian defeatism to meet the patriotic 
calls of bourgeois nationalism and mili­
tarism.

for combating drug trafficking, with an un­
precedented deployment in the Caribbean, 
despite the UN's reports indicating that the 
majority of drug shipments entering the US 
from South America do so via the Pacific 
coast. It is well known that North America's 
real strategic objective is the control of oil, 
gas, and other natural resources of high eco­
nomic value, located in its immediate area 
of   influence between the Gulf of Mexico 
(which they now want to call the "Gulf of 
America") and Venezuela (including the Es­
sequibo territory disputed with Guyana). It 
is also known that US military movements 
and their coordination with several coun­
tries in the region have been ongoing for 
some time, but have now been given signif­
icant media coverage for political purposes.

The Venezuelan government is tearing 
its throat out with screams and is posturing 

an "anti­imperialism" that cynically admits 
pacts, agreements, alliances, and business 
deals with both the local bourgeoisie and 
transnational corporations, guaranteeing 
them cheap labor and labor peace based on 
the actions of the state repression/regime 
unions duo. The government's plan also in­
cludes a call for national unity against the 
external enemy. And this is the plan of most 
opposition parties, both right and left, who 
raise the banner of defending the homeland. 
The plan of the trade unionists, of the 
regime's trade union federations, is to ask 
workers to put their demands aside, because 
the homeland comes first. And there's no 
shortage of harangues against the "traitors," 
with which Chavismo takes advantage of 
the opportunity to persecute its opponents 
and internal dissidents and stun the labor 
movement with threats and blackmail.

But just as the Americans put on a show 
of military deployment, the Venezuelan 
bourgeois government is doing the same. In 
response, President Maduro announced on 
August 18 the deployment of 4.5 million 
militia members in response to "threats" 
from the United States. The Militia, made 
up of some 5 million reservists, according 
to dubious official figures, was created by 
former President Hugo Chávez. It later be­
came one of the five components of the Bo­
livarian National Armed Forces (FANB). 
Maduro asked his government's political 
bases to advance the formation of peasant 
and worker militias "in all factories." "Ri­
fles and missiles for the peasant force! To 
defend the territory, sovereignty, and peace 
of Venezuela," he said. "Missiles and rifles 
for the working class, to defend our home­
land," Maduro emphasized. On August 21, 
Nicolás Maduro announced a call for a readi­
ness campaign for the "militia forces" on 
August 23 and 24. This campaign would 
take place at military barracks, military units, 
central public squares, Bolívar Square, and 
at the headquarters of the popular integral 
defense bases. This campaign was held and 
extended to August 30 and 31, and the gov­
ernment announced that the number of mili­
tia members had reached 8.5 million and 
that from now on, their enlistment would be 
permanent and military training would be­
gin. However, although these figures are du­
bious, what is certain is that many public 
sector workers were forced by their employ­
ers to enlist as "militiamen."

These announcements are fraught with 
demagoguery. The government is putting 
on a political show, taking advantage of the 
American announcements to elevate its pa­
triotic rhetoric and try to distance the wage­
earning masses from their discontent and 
motivations for class struggle. The Venezue­
lan militia force is a poorly armed (not to 
say unarmed) contingent, joined by some of 
the unemployed and elderly in search of a 
few crumbs to help them survive. It is em­
ployed in institutional security and other 
tasks that do not involve physical confronta­
tion, combat, or the use of weapons. But 
these announcements fill the headlines in 
the war of lies unfolding in the media and 
social networks.

There has been no shortage of groups 
and parties that define themselves as "left" 
that have supported Maduro's call to enlist 
as militia members. In this context, calls to 
assume the role of "patriots and anti­impe­
rialists" are really calls to submit to the bour­
geoisie, to withdraw from the class struggle, 
and to take the counterrevolutionary path.

But the labor movement must react with 
a class stance, outside the plot of this novel 
of the bourgeoisie and imperialism. In 
Venezuela, as in all capitalist countries, the 
working class does not have to fight against 
the invasion of an army from another bour­
geois state, because the bourgeois govern­
ment that calls on it to enlist in the militia 
is always against it: it is its first enemy. The 
struggle of the working class, as long as it 
does not seize political power, is not mili­
tary but social, in defense of wages and bet­
ter living conditions, and also a political 
struggle to defeat the power of the bour­
geoisie, regardless of whether it considers 
itself nationalist or a puppet of a foreign 
power.

There is no alliance with the bour­
geoisie or unity for the defense of the home­
land. The labor movement must advance its 
organization for a consistent struggle against 
capitalists (public and private), for signifi­
cant increases in wages, pensions, and re­
tirement benefits, a reduction in the working 
day, a reduction in the retirement age, im­
proved working conditions and hygiene, etc. 
The call for national unity and the defense 
of the homeland subjects the working class 
to the control of the bourgeoisie and its par­
ties. The working class has no homeland.

No alliance with imperialism. Not 
American, Russian, Chinese, or any other. 
You cannot confront American imperialism 
and count the governments and corporations 
of China, Russia, or any other capitalist 
power as friends. All capitalist states are en­
emies of the proletariat. (cont pg 2)                  
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its monopoly on violence exercised through 
its state. The supposed pro­immigrant 
rhetoric of the Democrats is also laughable, 
considering their silent participation in the 
exploitation and heavy deportations of mi­
grant workers during the Obama adminis­
tration on the heels of the 2008 economic 
crash. They defend their participation in the 
detention and deportation of migrant work­
ers by heeding the call of “realistic reform”, 
promising easier routes to citizenship and 
leniency for those with criminal records. 
However, such promises are seemingly for­
gotten about with increased funding for ICE 
seen during the Biden administration and a 
calculated regulation of immigration to sat­
isfy the demands of the petty bourgeoisie 
and the bourgeois donors who rely on the 
ability to exploit migrant workers for lower 
wages. 

Protests against the treatment in the 
Broadview facility and against ICE in gen­
eral have erupted in Chicago with attempts 
to block ICE vehicles, generating intense 
state retaliation. We, of course, celebrate 
the willingness to struggle, but condemn 
the inter­classist coalitional nature of the 
anti­ICE movement across the country 
which is increasingly coming under the lead­
ership of the Democratic Party. Spontaneous 
inter­class organizations have also emerged 
to assist those hunted by ICE, but only in 
ineffectual ways that focus on awareness of 
state activity and legal defense. The prole­
tariat doesn’t need the institutions of the 
bourgeoisie to defend itself nor does it need 
so­called allies within the government. Only 
the real contest of forces between classes is 
the deciding factor. What is needed in de­
fence of immigrant proletarians is the re­
sumption of class struggle, of combative 
class unionism within workers’ organiza­
tions, the leadership of the proletariat with 
its class party in general and particular strug­
gles, and ultimately the proletarian dicta­
torship which alone can truly abolish ICE 
and end the reign of terror against those 
deemed illegal by capital. 

“No Kings”
(continued from pg. 1)
strategies to channel worker rage to fight 
for their party’s recapture of power from the 
opposition, present you with slogans urg­
ing the masses to fight the Trump regime, 
or maintain municipal interests with the call 
to defend Portland, Chicago, DC etc. The 
working class has no borders, and are made 
to bend to capital’s will by local municipal 
government bodies and their paid enforce­
ment agents, just as they are by the federal 
government and its troops. Our liberation 
lies in our commitment to the complete 
abolition of the capitalist system on an in­
ternational scale.

Anti­fascism is a dead end, in that it 
implies that bourgeois democracy is some­
thing worth struggling for.

Anti­capitalism seeks to chop down the 
entire tree of capitalism of which fascism 
and democracy are two branches of. As the 
crisis of capitalism deepens we need to or­
ganize ourselves not for the Democrats, or 
democratic socialists, but for the proletariat.

Workers! Organize your workplaces, 
coalesce worker organizations across sec­
tors and regions so that you can coordinate 
your collective labor power to increase bar­
gaining power and leverage. Rather than or­
ganize a protest, call for workers assemblies 
that unite the organized and unorganized 
workers to come together in collective ac­
tion. Organize a general strike that shuts 
down the city or country until the ICE kid­
nappings stop. This is the power and 
strength of the working class united against 
the capitalist class. Not your vote, not your 
ability to maintain hearing through the 
piercing sound of flash bang grenades, or 
how much tear gas you can inhale.

If your official union leaders or worker 
organizations choose to align with the 
bosses and their state, instead of promoting 
participation in these mobilizations that 
would trap you in the hamster wheel of 
struggle within the capitalist framework, 
discard them, because the union is the or­
ganized workers, not paid mediators with 
the boss. This isn’t to say that a call for a 
general strike can be made by one of these 
organizations or an individual just because 
it is the correct path. General strike action 
must be the product of coordinated efforts 
prepared to turn out and sustain such an im­
mense show of strength. It is critical to or­
ganize unions (with or without 
governmental or boss recognition or con­
tracts), build class struggle caucuses in your 
unions that influence the broader base 
within, call a meeting of workers across 
unions into assemblies where these groups 
who would have you compromise the nec­
essary aims of the worker’s struggle are ab­
sent, their so­called solutions poisoning and 
paralyzing the body of the workers move­
ment.

Workers! Exit the squirrel cage of sym­
bolic actions and activist coalitions based 
on compromise with those who would have 
you throw your bodies on the line in service 
of the next capitalist politician or return to 
the normalcy of the so called ‘lesser evil’, 
and the ridiculous notions that this fight can 
be fought without clear organization and 
leadership. Only the International Commu­
nist Party, the only party unwilling to com­
promise and capable of achieving the 
emancipation of the international working 
class can provide this leadership. As we 
have argued for over a century, fascism and 
democracy, are one and the same capitalist 
system that, one way or another will con­
tinue to exploit, murder, perpetuate geno­

National Guard...
(continued from pg. 1)
to believe that their risks and sacrifices are 
devoted to noble causes: protecting Amer­
icans, defending democracy, ensuring na­
tional security. To promote this fairy tale, 
in 1947 the US government renamed the 
“War Department” the Department of De­
fense. Now the illusion has vanished with 
the restoration of the original title of “De­
partment of War”. The reality is finally ac­
knowledged: soldiers sacrifice their lives in 
defense of the imperial interests of capital­
ists while their families struggle with 
poverty.

Today in the United States the military 
and National Guard are being deployed in 
cities across the country under the guise of 
fighting crime and narco­terrorism, but the 
real reason is to prepare the military to be 
used against proletarians in the event of war 
or the next economic crisis; however, this 
is nothing new and while the capitalist class 
arrogantly thinks this is a risk free approach 
for itself, history proves otherwise.

The Great Railroad Strike of 1877 was 
the first major national labor uprising in 
U.S. history, erupting in July 1877 after the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad (B&O) imposed 
a 10 percent wage cut, the second such re­
duction within a year, amid a deep eco­
nomic depression. The strike began in 
Martinsburg, West Virginia, where rail 
workers seized trains and refused to allow 
freight to move until their pay was restored. 
When the state militia failed to disperse 
them, the governor called on federal troops, 
marking the first large­scale use of the U.S. 
Army in a labor dispute. The strike spread 
rapidly along major rail lines through Mary­
land, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, and Mis­
souri, halting rail traffic in much of the 
nation. In Pittsburgh, militia units fired on 
unarmed demonstrators, killing over 20 
people and triggering a mass uprising that 
destroyed more than 100 locomotives, 
2,000 railcars, and railroad facilities worth 
an estimated $5 million. In Chicago, tens 
of thousands of workers joined the move­
ment, paralyzing industry, while in Balti­
more, troops and crowds fought running 
battles that left multiple dead. By the end 
of July, an estimated half a million to one 
million workers had participated nation­
wide, including miners, textile workers, and 
iron molders, marking an unprecedented 
eruption of working­class solidarity across 
racial and occupational lines.

At the same time, in St. Louis, the 
strike took on an explicitly political char­
acter under the leadership of the Working­
men’s Party of the United States (WPUS), 
an organization that had evolved from the 
American section of the First International 
(International Workingmen’s Association) 
after the  General Council was moved to 
New York in 1872. The Workingmen’s Party 
organized strike committees and mass meet­
ings, proclaiming that “the workingmen 
have no country” and calling for workers’ 
control of production. In late July, the St. 
Louis strike committee effectively governed 
the city for several days halting commerce, 
rail transport, and industry in what the press 
dubbed the “St. Louis Commune.” Mod­
eled consciously on the Paris Commune of 
1871. The federal and local authorities 
swiftly repressed it with combined militia, 
police, and federal troops, killing dozens 
and arresting strike leaders.

The strike also exposed the deep unre­
liability of state militias, many of which 
were drawn from the same working­class 
communities as the strikers. In several in­
stances, militia units refused orders to fire 
on protesters, or openly sided with them. In 
Reading, Pennsylvania, members of the lo­
cal militia joined the strike, while in Balti­
more and Chicago, troops hesitated or 
mutinied rather than attack fellow workers. 
These acts of sympathy alarmed state and 
business leaders, who realized their tradi­
tional, volunteer­based militias were polit­
ically unreliable for suppressing labor 
unrest. In the years following 1877, state 
governments undertook sweeping reforms 
to reorganize, professionalize, and central­
ize their militias laying the groundwork for 
the modern National Guard. New legisla­
tion in states such as Pennsylvania (1878) 

and New York (1881) increased state fund­
ing, standardized training and discipline, 
and mandated construction of urban ar­
mories to ensure rapid deployment in future 
disturbances. These armories, many still 
standing today in major cities, symbolized 
a new, permanent apparatus of state mili­
tary power aimed at domestic control, built 
in direct response to the upheaval of 1877.

The federal government also redefined 
its legal relationship to domestic deploy­
ment of troops. In 1878, Congress passed 
the Posse Comitatus Act, prohibiting the use 
of federal army forces for domestic law en­
forcement without congressional approval, 
a reaction both to military overreach dur­
ing Reconstruction and the federal troop in­
terventions in the 1877 strike. However, this 
limitation was balanced by the Insurrection 
Act of 1807, which allows presidents to de­
ploy the military or federalize the National 
Guard in times of “insurrection” or when 
state governments cannot enforce the law. 
This act has been invoked repeatedly to 
suppress labor unrest and civil uprisings, 
including during the Pullman Strike of 
1894, the West Virginia mine wars, and var­
ious race riots in the 20th century. More re­
cently, the Trump administration discussed 
expanding presidential authority under the 
Insurrection Act to override Posse Comita­
tus restrictions during domestic protests in 
2020, reflecting a recurring tension between 
civil liberties and the use of military force 
in maintaining internal order, a tension that 
traces directly back to the lessons of the 
1877 railroad strike.

In Russia, as World War I dragged on 
and casualties mounted, and soldiers faced 
hunger and cold in the trenches while the 
aristocracy and bourgeoisie lived in luxury, 
ordinary soldiers began to recognize their 
common cause with striking workers and 
rebellious peasants. When, in February 
1917, regiments were ordered to fire on 
demonstrating workers, the soldiers instead 
joined them, turning their guns on the offi­
cers who ordered them to kill their class 
brothers and sisters. Soldiers' councils 
emerged as political organs of revolution­
ary power: coordinating with workers' and 
peasants' councils, they first overthrew the 
power of the tsar, then that of the bourgeois 
provisional government.

In Germany in 1918, the mutiny of 
sailors in the Imperial Navy stationed in 
Kiel began when they refused orders to 
fight a suicidal battle against the British 
fleet: the officers sought a final “honorable” 
confrontation; the sailors refused to go to 
their deaths. The mutiny sparked councils 
of soldiers and sailors throughout Germany, 
leading to the fall of the Kaiser, but not to 
the establishment of proletarian power.

The role assigned to soldiers contra­
dicts their immediate interests. They are 
trained and deployed to suppress workers' 
strikes, quell protests, occupy foreign terri­
tories, and protect the interests of capital on 
a global scale. Yet their material needs, 
housing, food, security for their families, 
are the same as those of the working class. 
The capitalist state would fire them just as 
it gets rid of factory workers when profits 
demand it. Their pay is only slightly higher 
than that of a full­time minimum wage 
worker, but they face the prospect of de­
ployment to the front lines, separation from 
their families, and obedience to orders that 
could cost them their lives.

When Russian soldiers in the early 
1900s faced similar conditions, exhaustion, 
deprivation, being used as cannon fodder 
while their families starved, they under­
stood that the enemy was not in the oppos­
ing trenches but in the palaces and officers' 
quarters. When German sailors were or­
dered to die needlessly, they refused and 
sparked a revolutionary wave. Your refusal 
to serve as an instrument of capital's vio­
lence will have a similar result tomorrow.

In revolutionary times, soldiers with 
the help of the active intervention of the 
communist party through its propaganda 
and agitation, will come to understand that 
their interests coincide with those of the in­
ternational working class, with the ex­
ploited proletariat. This will lead to the 
organization of troops to defend themselves 
and refuse the role assigned to them as in­
struments of capitalist violence. When or­

dered to repress striking workers, occupy 
foreign lands, or defend corporate property, 
under the leadership of the International 
Communist Party, they will refuse and, to­
gether with all workers, overthrow the 
regime that oppresses them.

Historical experience shows that when 
soldiers identified with the communist line 
and rejected their assigned role as instru­
ments of bourgeois violence, revolutionary 
transformation became possible. The Rus­
sian and German soldiers' councils in 1917­
1919 expressed this potential. It was cer­
tainly not an easy path, but one imposed by 
the very course of history.

cide and otherwise bring us under their 
yoke by whatever means necessary to gen­
erate their profits. Workers cannot afford to 
repeat the mistakes of old.

Towards the worker organizations ca­
pable of coordinated general strike action!

Towards the building of the class 
union!

The capitalist class voraciously de­
vours ever­increasing profits while con­
demning workers to greater suffering. Mass 
layoffs, lack of healthcare, and the disap­
pearing ability to afford basic cost of living 
affect more and more workers. Meanwhile, 
immigrant workers are pushed into condi­
tions of modern­day slavery through intim­
idation and forced removal.

In response, the big bourgeois pigs are 
sending troops into cities across the United 
States where workers are most prepared to 
organize in their defense. These troops are 
not deployed because of any current move­
ment that threatens their power. Rather, they 
are positioned in anticipation of the next 
major economic crisis on the horizon. Such 
a crisis will inevitably produce an upsurge 
of worker rage and action, requiring the 
state to exercise more drastic measures to 
maintain order.

Workers need to organize differently 
than the dead­end protests and popular front 
activist coalitions that have proven ineffec­
tive. These coalitions, in the name of inclu­
sivity across the political spectrum, 
compromise and subordinate the workers’ 
movement and its demands. They cater to 
the comfort and preferences of those who 
would forever tie workers to the inherent 
sufferings imposed by the capitalist state. 
The capitalist state will never yield any true, 
meaningful, long­standing change without 
being confronted by genuine worker power. 
Only the class union and unconstrained 
general strike action can achieve this.

These coalitions and Democratic party 
funded groups like 50501, Indivisible, No 
Kings, Workers over Billionaires etc., that 
disguise themselves in names invented to 
appeal to a broad base, funnel workers into 
yet another parade around the city and de­
mand a substitution of bourgeois politi­
cians, some kind of reform, or make no 
demand at all! Activist groups call for indi­
viduals to show up on the street and gather 
aimlessly, undefended, to be shot at with 
so­called "less lethal" weapons as a mere 
symbol of discontent. They do not hold any 
sort of power to coerce our class enemy into 
yielding real, lasting results.

It is capitalism that births the horrors 
experienced by the international working 
class both in its “good cop” mask­democ­
racy, or its “bad cop” costume­fascism. The 
capitalists who take the reins of the up­
surges of resistance (or drive them) via the 
Democratic Party and its activist front 
groups, applying their multitude of strate­
gies to channel worker (cont pg 3)  rage to 
fight for their party’s recapture of power 
from the opposition, present you with slo­
gans urging the masses to fight the Trump 
regime, or maintain municipal interests with 
the call to defend Portland, Chicago, DC 
etc. The working class has no borders, and 
are made to bend to capital’s will by local 
municipal government bodies and their paid 
enforcement agents, just as they are by the 
federal government and its troops. Our lib­
eration lies in our commitment to the com­
plete abolition of the capitalist system on 
an international scale.

Anti­fascism is a dead end, in that it 
implies that bourgeois democracy is some­
thing worth struggling for.

Anti­capitalism seeks to chop down the 
entire tree of capitalism of which fascism 
and democracy are two branches of. As the 
crisis of capitalism deepens we need to or­
ganize ourselves not for the Democrats, or 
democratic socialists, but for the proletariat.

Workers! Organize your workplaces, 
coalesce worker organizations across sec­
tors and regions so that you can coordinate 
your collective labor power to increase bar­
gaining power and leverage. Rather than or­
ganize a protest, call for workers assemblies 
that unite the organized and unorganized 
workers to come together in collective ac­
tion. Organize a general strike that shuts 
down the city or country until the ICE kid­
nappings stop. This is the power and 

The Democratic­
Fascist State & The 

Popular Front
As the current ruling capitalist party in 

the U.S. continues its headlong offensive 
against the living standards of the domes­
tic proletarian and removes all the 
guardrails against rampant financial spec­
ulation in order to preserve profit rates, the 
economic anarchy grows. Thus, it will be 
up to its Democratic Party counterpart to 
prepare for the future regulatory clean up 
job to restore capital after the next crash, 
and likely to conduct the war with China, 
even if today it must roll up its sleeves for 
its classic dirty work of corrupting the stir­
ring proletarian masses with the noxious 
populist democratic ideology and inter­class 
activism in order to secure its return to 
power and instill a renewed patriotic disci­
pline upon the working masses under the 
familiar slogan of defense of democracy. As 
the Democrats work to build a popular front 
of opportunist union leaders, social 
democrats, NGO’s and liberal billionaires, 
it aims for the apparently noble goals of 
restoring American democracy from author­
itarianism, reasserting the “rule of law” 
against lawlessness, and preserving an 
imaginary pure petite­bourgeosis capital­
ism from oligopoly, which really only 
means securing and repairing the bourgeois 
state after the crash so that capital accumu­
lation can continue unabated in its exploita­
tion in its next evolution. 

But this can only happen if the work­
ers forget that it was under the Democrats 
that the most ruthless fascist economic pol­
icy has been exerted against the American 
working class. Recall that it was under 
Democrats, that the 2022 railroaders strike 
was snuffed out before it could begin. It was 
under Democrats that the Federal Reserve 
organized its most brutal opening attack on 
the working class in 2022, softening the “la­
bor market” through raising interest rates 
so as to generate more unemployment and 
drive down workers wages and bargaining 
leverage. It was under Democrats that this 
surplus squeezed out of workers was used 
to buy more bombs to fuel the proxy wars 
by U.S. imperial puppets in Ukraine and 
Gaza. It was under Democrats that Obama 
earned the title “Deporter in Chief”, and it 
was under Democrats that an alliance with 
the opportunist wing of the labor movement 
was built so that the working class could be 
shipped off to die in both world wars for 
U.S. capitalists, under a supposed crusade 
of “save democracy” and “oppose fascism”, 
justifications to cover up the true imperial­
ist motivation of the war on all sides. 

We can see the problem here, it is not 
fascism that we must oppose, but capital­
ism! It is capitalism which creates fascism 
through its democracy, whenever it is 
needed! And let's not forget that this process 
works the other way around too! The 
Democrats are the worst enemy of the 
working class for it is they who are the 
worst deceivers of the workers as they pose 
as their only practical protectors against the 
naked aggression under their colleagues in 
the Republican party, only to stab the work­
ing class in the back over and over again! 
The workers would be better off under a Re­
publican dictatorship that fully destroyed 
the Democrats, because they would have no 
recourse to diffuse the proletarian from the 
track of revolution without the Democrats! 
The workers must dump the Democrats, and 
see that both parties are part of one ruthless 
capitalist class dictatorship, they are both 
fascist & even worse they are both demo­
cratic! Together they form the insidious and 
dynamic two party state of the capitalist 
class dictatorship in the United States, that 
never has and never will serve the interest 
of the working class! It is only the Interna­
tional Communist Party that represents the 
true interests of the working class, not the 
parties of the enemy classes. It is only un­
der communism, that the working class will 
find a final conclusion from the present hell 
of class society.

It’s Not Corruption, 
It’s Capitalism

Imperialism is the epoch of finance 
capital and of monopolies, which introduce 
everywhere the striving for domination, not 
for freedom. The result is reaction all along 
the line, whatever the political system, and 
an extreme intensification of the 
antagonisms in this field. Particularly 
intensified become the parasitism and decay 
of the capitalist countries.”

— Imperialism, the Highest Stage of 
Capitalism, Chapter 10

Today in the United States we live in 
a decaying capitalist society.(cont pg 3)              

The Overproduction Crisis In the United States Deepens
The overproduction crisis in the United 

States is beginning to hit all corners of in­
dustry which continue to see production 
levels mostly in stagnation, decline or sat­
urated with overstocked inventories as de­
mand dwindles. According to the October 
2nd article By the S & P, US Manufactur­
ing PMI: Five Key Takeaways as Produc­
tion Growth Slows Amid Tariff Disruptions, 
in May the largest unsold inventory of raw 
materials in decades stacked up in ware­
houses across the country as companies pre­
pared for the tariffs, and now in October the 
largest inventory of unsold finished goods 
in nearly 20 years has grown as companies 
utilized these extra materials for production 
but are now finding no demand for them 
due declining consumer buying power. The 
result is likely to be cut prices, and hastened 
slow down in production across the board. 
Despite the Trump administration demands 
for increased oil production, declining 
prices are leading to reduced drilling of new 
oil wells and diminished production num­
bers. In the farm sector, a recent article in 
The American Prospect points out how U.S. 
corn and soybean production is being en­
couraged by subsidies and mandates even 
while export markets (especially China) are 
pulling back  resulting in gluts of supply 
and depressed prices. The tech industry has 
committed huge resources to AI: cloud in­
frastructure, data centers, compute hard­
ware, AI­software layers, yet market 
research firms say there are already “too 
many” AI solutions/tools on offer relative 
to real demand. The Bank of England has 
flagged risk of a sharp correction among AI­
focused tech stocks, amid warnings of a 
possible “bubble” with high valuations, 
massive investment, but increasingly un­
clear returns.

As we have previously reported in 
TICP 64 in the article World Imperialism’s 
Struggle For Control of the Seas, The Chi­
nese shipbuilding industry which currently 
dominates the global shipbuilding industry, 
is experiencing an overproduction crisis 
which has diverted many ships into Russia’s 
“Shadow Fleet”. Meanwhile the U.S. is des­
perately working to rebuild its own ship­
building industry so as to enable it to wage 
global war, and to do that it must retain its 
steel industry which is a backbone to any 
shipbuilding industry; however, despite its 
attempts to re­energize U.S. steel manufac­
turing through tariffs and expanded produc­
tion, production is already facing its own 
overproduction crisis due to stagnant de­
mand. In turn, high steel and labor costs 

continue to plague the development of a do­
mestic shipbuilding industry creating a 
chicken and egg scenario. As China domi­
nates in the shipbuilding market, so too 
does it in the global steel market, with  its 
output now accounting for over half of 
world crude steel production. As domestic 
demand in China has begun to weaken (es­
pecially in sectors like real estate and infra­
structure), a surplus of production capacity 
is pushing Chinese firms to export more 
steel at lower prices. In response, the U.S. 
has imposed steep tariffs on steel and alu­
minium imports claiming national­security 
justifications. 

According to an August 26th article by 
the Wall St. Journal titled, The Boom in 
New Steel Mills is Outpacing Demand. To­
day the United States has the highest prices 
for steel the world over as the U.S. steel in­
dustry has enthusiastically embraced the 
tariffs. As foreign markets are glutted with 
steel leading to price depressions, the U.S. 
steel prices are twice the price of foreign 
steel reaching upwards of $800 a ton. The 
tariffs have allowed U.S. steel mills to cor­
ner the domestic market cutting out foreign 
competition that manufacturers were histor­
ically dependent upon. In expectation of a 
large­scale reshoring of manufacturing to 
take place alongside the tariffs a massive 
expansion of steel industry production ca­
pacity has also gotten underway over the 
last year; however, the expected boom in 
manufacturing has not occurred, leading to 
a developing market glut of steel. The re­
cent acquisition of U.S. Steel by Nippon 
Steel led to the company pledging $14 bil­
lion to build a new steel mill and modern­
izing old plants, Nucor, the largest 
steelmaker in the U.S., Steel Dynamics and 
ArcelorMittal have expanded U.S. produc­
tion and South Korean steelmakers Hyundai 
Steel and Posco want to build a Louisiana 
plant to supply steel for Hyundai’s made­
in­the­U.S.A. cars.  Twenty­one million tons 
of additional steel production capacity have 
been announced, placed under construction 
or completed in the past four years, accord­
ing to a Wall Street Journal analysis of mar­
ket data from Argus Media. That figure is 
roughly a quarter of total U.S. production 
of the metal that will sit with no expected 
increase in demand which has shrunk from 
2015 levels when demand flatlined a decade 
ago. 

The developing glut in the steel mar­
ket is a sign that the U.S. bourgeois may 
soon  become even more thirsty for an ex­
panded military conflict. Steel gluts them­

selves don’t mechanically “cause” world 
wars but historically, they have marked mo­
ments when capitalist economies reached 
their limits of peaceful expansion. In those 
moments, ruling powers often turned to mil­
itary production and imperial confrontation 
to resolve crises of overproduction as ex­
cess steel can easily be absorbed in the 
countless weapons of war demanded by im­
perialist states at war. 

The Tariff War, The Economic 
Decoupling Before World War

As the overproduction crisis worsens 
and economies contract across the globe, 
tensions between the imperialist powers are 
exacerbated as tariff walls are implemented 
around key military and strategic industrial 
sectors and the national industries are 
pushed into struggles for conquest of raw 
materials and destruction of the opponents 
productive powers. The profitability of the 
military defense sectors then become key 
drivers in propping up the entire decaying 
capitalist economy, thus further incentiviz­
ing militaristic conflict. This basic feature 
of imperialism is on full display in recent 
months as deeply protectionist measures 
have been raised around key strategic rare 
earth minerals shipbuilding and steel indus­
tries.

Over the past month, the United States 
and China have rolled out reciprocal mea­
sures targeting their rival’s shipping sectors, 
turning port access and vessel ownership 
into the latest arenas of trade conflict. Start­
ing October 14, 2025, the U.S. implemented 
“special port fees” on vessels judged to be 
Chinese­controlled, built in China, or oper­
ated by Chinese entities. China responded 
the same day with its own levy. Vessels 
owned, built, flagged or operated by U.S. 
entities must now pay per net ton for their 
first Chinese port call, with fees set to con­
tinue to rise. Together, these moves have al­
ready disrupted routing decisions, pushed 
shipping rates higher, and signaled that 
shipping and ship­yards are now treated as 
strategic national­security zones, in the con­
flict between the two super­powers. 

Parallel to the fee battle, the U.S. is dou­
bling down on industrial investment in do­
mestic shipbuilding to lessen reliance on 
China’s dominance in commercial shipyards 
and supply chains. For example, Hanwha 
Ocean’s $5 billion upgrade of Philly Ship­
yard is aimed at turning an annual build­rate 

on one ship a year into as many as twenty 
new vessels. Meanwhile, Huntington Ingalls 
Industries’s partnership with HD Hyundai 
Heavy Industries on naval design, advanced 
manufacturing and workforce training re­
flects a broader industrial pivot to building 
up war manufacturing capabilities. In Oc­
tober 2025, China imposed sanctions on five 
U.S.­linked subsidiaries of South Korea’s 
Hanwha Ocean, accusing them of aiding 
U.S. investigations into China’s shipbuild­
ing sector, in order to pressure Seoul and 
disrupt U.S.­ South Korean defense indus­
trial cooperation. Further, top U.S. financial 
institution JPMorgan Chase announced a 
1.5 trillion dollar investment into U.S. de­
fense industries including a multi­billion­
dollar long­term investment for critical mar­
itime infrastructure and shipbuilding 
capacity. These moves are explicitly framed 
as part of the “revival of American ship­
building” but in reality are part of a wider 
arms race and military build up between the 
imperialist powers as the United States must 
rapidly expand its  minuscule naval capac­
ity if it ever hopes to win a war with China.

Also in October, China announced new 
restrictions on the export of rare earth min­
erals, a critical market for technological fin­
ished goods that the Chinese have a near 
monopoly on.  According to an October 
21st article by Reuters titled Goldman 
Sachs Flags Risk of Disruption in Supply 
of Rare Earths, Key Minerals, analysts es­
timate that a mere 10% disruption in global 
rare­earth supply could cost up to US$150 
billion in lost industrial output. With China 
producing about 69% of global rare earth 
mining, 92% of refining and 98% of mag­
net manufacturing, its export curbs on rare 
earths are seen as a serious threat to sectors 
from EVs to defense. This move will likely 
force the United States to more aggressively 
seek territorial acquisitions for these min­
erals elsewhere.

Already, the U.S. has begun reacting 
with an $8.5 billion critical­minerals deal 
in October with Australia to boost alterna­
tive supply chains, alongside Australia’s an­
nouncement of a doubling of it’s naval fleet 
capacinty to counter China. Meanwhile, 
U.S. agencies are exploring investment in 
the Tanbreez deposit in Greenland, amid the 
U.S. continued menacing of a military ter­
ritorial conquest of the arctic island. 

During their meeting in Busan on Oc­
tober 30, 2025, Trump and Xi reached a one­
year trade truce in which (cont pg 3)       

Kirk's Death Used as Justification for Worker Repression and Bourgeois Consolidation
The accelerating crisis of global capi­

talism is forcing a powerful reaction from 
the ruling class to prevent a backlash from 
the working class and anything that hinders 
its power. The bourgeoisie must prevent 
workers from gaining consciousness of 
themselves as a class and exerting their will, 
only existing through the organic unity to 
their class party.

The assassination of Charlie Kirk, a 
prominent figure in capital's "right­wing" 
propaganda, has unleashed a media frenzy 
reminiscent of the days following the 9/11 
terrorist attacks or the McCarthy era.

Kirk was famous for promoting a form 
of racism known as Christo­nationalism, in 
an open­air debate format, which also ex­
posed him to gunfire coming from the rifle 
fire of a young man, who felt personally ha­
rassed by his rhetoric and had "had enough 
of his hatred." The alleged shooter was not 
a member of any political organization, let 
alone a Communist, but was engaged in the 
now all­American pastime of highly indi­
vidualistic and nihilistic gun violence, only 

this time the bullets hit a prominent figure 
in bourgeois politics, rather than school­
children, co­workers, people of other races 
or religions, or others.

The murder bears some similarities to 
the case of Luigi Mangioni. With the same 
results: that CEO was quickly replaced, and 
the void of fascist rhetoric will be filled by 
another similar propagandist.

Kirk "whispered to the youth" a reac­
tionary rhetoric tailored for white, middle­
class Christian families fearful for their eco­
nomic survival, and for this he was 
generously funded by the bourgeois regime.

During a crisis, the bourgeoisie is 
driven to intensify the rate of exploitation. 
The policies of the Heritage Foundation's 
Project 2025, which is the policy guide of 
the current administration, and which orga­
nization was funded and backed by the 
same bourgeois that funded and backed 
Kirk, spell out exactly this type of plan. 
Much of its goals have already been 
reached, such as the gutting of social pro­
grams, taking over of Congress and the 

courts, installing functionaries willing to do 
the job in bureaucratic institutions, funnel­
ing illegal immigrants into more exploita­
tive labor outside the country and in the 
pathway of more exploitative legal immi­
gration at home and what remains to be 
done by them is lowering the minimum 
wage, rolling back overtime protections and 
workplace safety rules, including making it 
easier for employers to hire children for in­
herently dangerous jobs.

But the goals are the same as those of 
capital's "leftist" propaganda: to attempt to 
fill the vacuum among workers, making 
them complicit in the ideals of the national 
bourgeoisie, in which workers are reduced 
to little more than slaves, and whose first 
victims are immigrants, racial, gender, sex­
ual, and other minorities, followed closely 
by the white aristocratic workers them­
selves, when necessary.

Shortly after Kirk's death, in a presi­
dential memorandum, and in order to cre­
ate a climate of fear, the administration 
declared a broad group of activities, includ­

ing "anti­capitalism" as being "anti­fascist" 
and while also designating "anti­fascism" 
as a form of domestic terrorism, which des­
ignation allows for the effective bypassing 
of a legal process that would slow down the 
intimidation and harassment of anyone out 
of line with the bourgeoise’s plan. The IRS 
is currently being used to investigate donors 
to any bourgeois opposition parties and 
RICO indictments, usually reserved for 
mafia bosses, have instead been both used 
and threatened against leftist activist 
groups.

Continuing consistently along the lines 
of previous administrations, the current 
bourgeois government is consolidating the 
power of the state at the federal, state and 
municipal level. The administration is us­
ing the threat of defunding and cancellation 
of programs as well as layoffs and mass fir­
ings to push opposing bourgeois factions' 
loyalists, including local politicians, agency 
bureaucrats and university administrators 
into compliance. Many            (cont pg 4) 

No War...
(continued from pg. 1)

Promote the GENERAL STRIKE. All 
workers' demands must converge in the gen­
eral strike, which must be an indefinite strike 
without minimum services and must include 
workers in both the public and private sec­
tors.

Restore Class­Based Unions. True or­
ganizations of consistent struggle for work­
ers' demands. Confront discrimination and 
division among workers based on national­
ity, occupation, religious beliefs, sex, or skin 
color. Restore assemblies and grassroots or­
ganizing. Union organization should be 
based on the locality where workers reside, 
rather than on the workplace. Incorporate 
the unemployed, pensioners, and retirees.
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“No Kings”
(continued from pg. 2)
strength of the working class (cont pg 3) 
united against the capitalist class. Not your 
vote, not your ability to maintain hearing 
through the piercing sound of flash bang 
grenades, or how much tear gas you can in­
hale.

If your official union leaders or worker 
organizations choose to align with the 
bosses and their state, instead of promoting 
participation in these mobilizations that 
would trap you in the hamster wheel of 
struggle within the capitalist framework, 
discard them, because the union is the orga­
nized workers, not paid mediators with the 
boss. This isn’t to say that a call for a gen­
eral strike can be made by one of these or­
ganizations or an individual just because it 
is the correct path. General strike action 
must be the product of coordinated efforts 
prepared to turn out and sustain such an im­
mense show of strength. It is critical to or­
ganize unions (with or without 
governmental or boss recognition or con­
tracts), build class struggle caucuses in your 
unions that influence the broader base 
within, call a meeting of workers across 
unions into assemblies where these groups 
who would have you compromise the nec­
essary aims of the worker’s struggle are ab­
sent, their so­called solutions poisoning and 
paralyzing the body of the workers move­
ment.

Workers! Exit the squirrel cage of sym­
bolic actions and activist coalitions based 
on compromise with those who would have 
you throw your bodies on the line in service 
of the next capitalist politician or return to 
the normalcy of the so called ‘lesser evil’, 
and the ridiculous notions that this fight can 
be fought without clear organization and 
leadership. Only the International Commu­
nist Party, the only party unwilling to com­
promise and capable of achieving the 
emancipation of the international working 
class can provide this leadership. As we 
have argued for over a century, fascism and 
democracy, are one and the same capitalist 
system that, one way or another will con­
tinue to exploit, murder, perpetuate geno­
cide and otherwise bring us under their yoke 
by whatever means necessary to generate 
their profits. Workers cannot afford to re­
peat the mistakes of old.

Towards the worker organizations 
capable of coordinated general strike ac­
tion!

Towards the building of the class 
union!

It's Not Corruption...
(continued from pg. 2)
A process that will not relent until the whole 
edifice is kicked over by the future proletar­
ian dictatorship. The ascent of the Trump 
dynasty, from real­estate speculators and 
television personalities to the gilded hope­
ful sovereigns of a degenerating republic, is 
not an episode of corruption; it is the symp­
tom of capitalism’s terminal senility. Since 
January, Joe Biden, Bernie, AOC and the 
liberal democrats have not stopped croak­
ing about the oligarchy in the United States 
which they would like us to believe has only 
sprung up as a result of Trump policies. The 
progressive democrats present Trump and 
the Republicans as somehow an anomaly to 
the normal order of things. The solution they 
claim is anti­trust laws and redistribution of 
wealth to break; however, historically such 
reforms have only ever had cosmetic results 
and ultimately only worked to further the 
concentration of capital into a few monop­
olies. 

Despite capitalist distortions about the 
New Deal and the Great Society programs,  
there has never been a massive redistribu­
tion of wealth in the United States where 
workers received “their fair share”. No, the 
affluence for some workers in this era was 
due to their allotments of imperialist plun­
der after the last world war, given to a sec­
tion of the proletariat called the “middle 
class”, in exchange for total subordination 
in the slaughter of their class brethren in var­
ious imperialist wars abroad. Far from harm­
ing the capitalist class and its profit making 
ability, these programs were counter revo­
lutionary and designed to ensure accumula­
tion, not thwart it. This continued until the 
onset of the current overproduction crisis in 
the late 1960’s and early 1970’s.  This pe­
riod witnessed massive interclass movements 
in the United States, which we are told suc­
ceed thanks to democracy, not as a result of 
proletarian combativity.The delusions of the 
social democrats is fueled by the fictitious 
stories told in bourgeois schools, that it was 
the non­violent student protestors who ended 
the Vietnam War, not the demoralized pro­
letarian conscripts blowing up their com­
manding officers who made the war 
unfightable, that it was the nonviolent civil 
disobedience and votes of white liberals that 
ended segregation not the real threat pre­
sented by the waves of black proletarian re­
bellions during the long hot summer of 1968 
and the threat presented by the black power 
movement. 

Throughout U.S. history, waves of re­
form movements and populist campaigns 
have been launched under the banner of 
fighting “corruption,” yet these struggles 
have often served to preserve rather than 
challenge the capitalist system itself. From 
the Democrats’ attacks on Grant’s adminis­
tration and the spoils system during Recon­
struction, through the Progressive Era’s 
anti­trust crusades under Theodore Roosevelt 
and Woodrow Wilson, the rhetoric of purg­
ing corruption was used to delude workers 
into the illusion  that capitalism could be 
cleaned up. Roosevelt’s New Deal later re­
vived this tradition, portraying regulation 
and public works as means to restore fair­
ness rather than dismantle class domination. 
Even the post­Watergate outrage over 
Nixon’s corruption promised moral renewal 
without confronting the deeper economic 
contradictions that sustained political rot. In 
each case, the call to reform capitalism di­
verted working­class anger into faith in 
“good government,” while wealth and power 
continued to consolidate into ever fewer cor­
porate and financial hands. The same process 
is playing out again today.

Since their return to the apparatus of 
state power, the Trump clan has openly trans­
formed bourgeois public office into a mech­
anism for direct personal accumulation, with 
all levers of the state secured under their 
party and fully and explicitly put to the po­
litical and economic interests of themselves 
and their insider circle of the big­bourgeoisie. 
Their rule is marked by an unprecedented 
intertwining of public authority and private 
enrichment: the payments channeled from 
foreign governments to Trump­owned busi­
nesses during the presidency, including from 
Chinese government­controlled entities 
alone. The monetization of the presidency 
through licensing, donations, and interna­
tional deals; the placement of family mem­
bers like Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner 
in key advisory posts to advance private 
holdings; and the use of state intelligence 
for financial leverage, all these exemplify a 
new level of bourgeois parasitism, one where 
the state apparatus is openly ran like a fam­
ily business. The Trump network of shell 
companies and Super PACs, his manipula­
tion of tax loopholes and offshore accounts, 
and his open extortion of foreign govern­
ments for personal political and economic 
gain exemplify this.Trump­linked entities 
have engaged in insider trading around de­
fence and energy contracts, have funneled 
state subsidies into private ventures, and 
have turned campaign funds into revolving 
doors of personal enrichment. Their asso­
ciates have trafficked in influence, selling 
access to the administration through the 
Trump family’s social orbit and fundraising 

galas. As Trump­aligned corporations and 
hedge funds become among the largest hold­
ers of Bitcoin and defence­industrial stocks, 
the more or less open sale of pardons, am­
bassadorships and regulatory exemptions 
reveals the real content of “America First”: 
a racket for the financial oligarchy. 

But in the last act, the Trump policies 
represent nothing truly new or unique, only 
a more honest portrayal of the real relations 
between capital, its state and the individual 
billionaires who do its bidding. Capital, in­
creasingly concentrated into an ever smaller 
circle of firms managed by a clique of fi­
nanciers orbiting Mar­a­Lago, now rules un­
masked, capital as emperor with no clothes, 
As the big bourgeoisie advance their inter­
est the petty­bourgeois cries of corruption 
and unfairness. The proletarian on the other 
hand have no interest on either side of this 
dispute.

As  hundreds of millions of dollars si­
phoned for the construction of new monu­
ments amid a government shutdown that 
will leave millions of workers without food 
stamps and pay­stubs, the so­called “Arc de 
Trump,” the vast palatial complexes and 
ballrooms planned for White House reno­
vation, are not anomalies but expressions of 
parasitic, decayed capitalism. The gold­
plated offices, the nepotistic contracts 
awarded to family firms, the indulgent use 
of military funds to host political rallies, and 
the laundering of donor money through real­
estate projects stand as Versailles reborn un­
der the neon light of late imperial America. 
There, amidst chandeliers and mountains of 
debt, the courtiers of finance capital and 
bourgeois propaganda dance while the pro­
letarian masses, dispossessed and atomised, 
are told to worship the splendor of their mas­
ters. The bourgeois White House, the so­
called “People’s House” now converted into 
a palace, is not an aberration but the logical 
terminus of capitalism intoxicated with its 
speculative madness. And like the French 
and Tsarist courts before their revolutions, 
it prefigures its own downfall, not through 
moral awakening, but through the irresistible 
contradictions of a system that can no longer 
reproduce itself without spectacle, graft, and 
absolute moral decay, which will only con­
tinue until the whole rotten edifice is re­
moved from the historical stage by the future 
proletarian revolution, no matter how much 
the petty­bourgeosis attempt to bring back 
“normalcy”.

The maniacal bourgeois will never re­
linquish control of its state and will never 
itself be able to escape the economic laws 
of Capital accumulation which drive it to 
immiserate the working class, to continue 
to accumulate wealth into the hands of an 
ever smaller and more isolated clique of ul­
tra­wealth who flaunt its opulence, to en­
gage in imperialist wars and ultimately to 
set the material conditions for future prole­
tarian revolution; however, the proletariat 
cannot be deceived (cont pg 8) that revolu­

The Overproduction...
(continued from pg. 2)
China agreed to suspend planned export 
controls on key rare­earth minerals that it 
had threatened as leverage. In exchange, the 
U.S. offered to reduce its “fentanyl­tariff” 
on Chinese goods from 20% to 10%, low­
ering overall tariffs on Chinese imports. The 
deal also includes China committing to buy 
large quantities of U.S. farm products (soy­
beans, sorghum) and remove certain mea­
sures against U.S. chip­companies, while 
the U.S. agreed to pause its threatened 100% 
tariff on Chinese exports. The end result is 
that U.S. access to Chinese­controlled rare 
earths has been temporarily safeguarded and 
a major tariff escalation has been averted, 
but the agreement is time­limited (one year) 
and China retains broader structural lever­
age as the U.S. was forced to make signifi­
cant concessions in the form of tariff 
reduction to secure access to strategic min­
erals rather than China giving up its domi­
nance.

The rush for strategic resource acqui­
sition is occurring among a world consumed 
by tariffs and a vast military buildup. Across 
Europe, Asia and the United States, a clear 
trend of remilitarisation is now well­under­
way. In Europe, military expenditure 
jumped by 17 % in 2024 to about US $693 
billion. Within the North Atlantic Treaty Or­
ganization area, 18 of 32 members in 2024 
spent at least 2 % of GDP on defense, the 
highest number since 2014. In Asia, the re­
gion’s largest military spender, China, 
raised its budget to about US $314 billion 
in 2024 (+7 % year­on­year), while other 
Asia­Pacific nations saw rapid growth in 
procurement and R&D. As traditional in­
dustrial growth slows and civilian invest­
ment becomes more constrained, defense 
has emerged as one of the few expanding 
sectors worldwide with global military­ex­
penditure hitting over US $2.7 trillion in 
2024. The combination of rising tariffs, 
stagnant or declining broader economic 
growth, and high geopolitical uncertainty 
means governments are diverting scarce 
capital into defense procurement, research 
& development, and infrastructure. In ef­
fect, the defense­industry complex is one of 
the only sectors experiencing sustained 
growth globally as fiscal priorities shift un­
der pressure.

The Financial and Monetary Crash

Just as the global overproduction cri­
sis is pushing the bourgeois states across the 
world into increased investment into mili­
tary production, it’s financial and monetary 
policy reflect a system which is becoming 
more unstable by the day.

Currently, the dollar is in the steepest 
decline it has been since the Nixon admin­
istration in the 1970s, with a depreciation 
of 10% since January of this year. On Oc­
tober 10, 2025, after Donald Trump an­
nounced that the United States would 

impose 100% tariffs on Chinese exports and 
enforce strict export controls on “any and 
all critical software” from China, a move 
meant to counter Beijing’s restrictions on 
rare earth mineral exports. In response to 
the announcement, Bitcoin’s price crashed 
sharply, falling over 20% in a single week 
after mass liquidations wiped nearly $19 
billion from the crypto market. Addition­
ally, in recent weeks, the collapse of non­
bank firms such as First Brands Group and 
Tricolor Holdings has rattled the U.S. finan­
cial sector. First Brands filed for bankruptcy 
with more than $11.6 billion in liabilities 
and a reported $2.3 billion discrepancy in 
its invoice­factoring scheme, according to 
Reuters. At the same time, banks such as 
Fifth Third Bancorp recorded losses tied to 
Tricolor’s collapse, including a $178 mil­
lion hit, highlighting exposure to sub­prime 
auto­finance and opaque credit markets. 
These failures are raising alarms about hid­
den risks in shadow­banking, private­credit 
and non­depository firms, and have contrib­
uted to a sharp drop in U.S. regional bank 
stocks, with some institutions revealing 
large loan charge­offs and fraud exposures. 

Meanwhile, the repurchase (repo) mar­
ket is flashing red. U.S. banks borrowed 
$18.5 billion from the Federal Reserve’s 
Standing Repo Facility in October, the 
largest draw­down since the pandemic era, 
while the benchmark Secured Overnight Fi­
nancing Rate (SOFR) climbed to 4.42%, 
signaling pressure in short­term funding 
markets. These strains echo the pre­2020 
sharp spike in repo rates (in mid­September 
2019 rates soared from ~2% to above 8%) 
that preceded the COVID­era market trauma. 
The confluence of bank credit stresses, 
shadow­finance failures and repo market 
tightness suggests that the financial plumb­
ing is under renewed strain, even if no sys­
temic failure has yet occurred it is certainly 
on the horizon.

The Federal Reserve will soon likely 
be forced to pause or reverse its quantita­
tive­tightening (QT) program amid its cur­
rent policy of decreasing interest rates, 
marking a shift toward easing, due to 
mounting liquidity pressures and funding 
strains in the banking system. For example, 
bank reserves have dropped to approxi­
mately $3 trillion, representing under 10% 
of GDP  a level the Fed has previously 
flagged as risky; however, as we have pre­
viously reported in TICP 62 Oligarchy in 
the U.S.? Only Workers’ Revolution Can 
Stop Capital’s Onslaught, the escalating 
U.S. debt increasingly ties the hands of how 
much more debt the government can take 
on without an outright default on it’s loans 
as the debt to GDP ratio continues to grow 
at an increasing rate amid diminished GDP 
expectations and growing demand for debt.

A major market crash as we have seen 
in the past has winners and losers, used by 
the big bourgeois to further consolidate it­
self by purchasing out the companies that 
go bankrupt while it further incentives war 
as the only long lasting remedy.

The Price for Speculative AI Overproduction is Workers’ Lives And the Destruction of our 
Planet's Ecosystem 

As we mention in our 1952 article The 
New Deal: State Intervention in Defense of 
Capital, a few years after the 1929 stock 
market crash, attempts were made to revive 
the international economic system under the 
London Economic Conference created by 
Hoover by way of reducing global tariffs 
and reviving prices to head off the massive 
deflation, along with peacefully setting in­
ternational debts (most of which were owed 
to the U.S.) after it was recognized that the 
systems of tariffs established after the stock 
market crash only deepened the crisis; how­
ever, the United States abandoned these at­
tempts under the Democratic President 
Roosevelt in order to revive its own econ­
omy first over and above those of the rest 
of the world. In order to do so the United 
States began implementing further tariffs 
similar to those implemented by Hoover’s 
ultra protectionist Smoot­Hawley Act of 
1930, which had led to reciprocal tariffs and 
a global decline of world trade by 60% at 
the start of the Great Depression.

Likewise, in 1933, Roosevelt ended the 
U.S. gold standard, ordering Americans to 
exchange their gold for paper currency and 
prohibiting private gold ownership to stop 
hoarding during the Great Depression. This 
move allowed the government to expand 
the money supply, devalue the dollar, and 
stimulate economic recovery without being 
constrained by gold reserves. The U.S. 
wanted to devalue the dollar in the early 
1930s to combat the deflation and economic 
collapse of the Great Depression. By low­
ering the dollar’s value relative to gold, 
Roosevelt aimed to raise prices and make 
American exports more competitive, and re­
duce the real burden of debt all of which 
was impossible to do under the rigid gold 
standard that kept money supply and prices 
artificially low.

As we mentioned in the article Wall 
St.’s Trade War is Nothing New in TICP 63 
under the Trump administration's unofficial 
trade and monetary strategy known as the 
Mar­a­Lago Accord, they intend to execute 
a monetary and trade strategy with precisely 
the same outcomes as that utilized first by 
Roosevelt under the New Deal, later under 
Nixon when he ended the convertibility of 
dollars to gold for foreign banks and then 
later, under Reagan and the Plaza accord, 
by other means: devalue the dollar while re­
taining it’s status as world reserve currency 
in order to increase export competitiveness 
for U.S. industry & reduce debt burden, 
change monetary policy on gold so as to en­
able continued and expanded deficit gov­
ernment spending, utilize tariffs to protect 
key military production industries while 
weaponizing them and tying military pro­
tection to continued use of U.S. dollar as re­
serve currency. The end result is higher 
costs of goods for consumers, declining real 
wages for workers across the world in the 
name of economic nationalism and defense 
of mother countries' industrial might as 
workers are marched to war at bayonet 
point whenever it is in the profit interest of 
Capital.

The AI boom/bust cycle we are in the 
middle of is an intensive infrastructure arms 
race that is careening the sector and the na­
tional economies of the leading capitalist 
nations into overproduction. The sheer mag­
nitude of this concentrated spending is stag­
gering: American tech companies are 
projected to spend $300­400 billion in 2025 
alone, with the leading companies dedicat­
ing capital expenditures that are reaching 
50% of operating income. This scale of in­
vestment is required to support data centers 
that, by 2030, will need an additional $5.2 
trillion to provide AI processing. The neces­
sity of this immense capital base ensures 
that only the top monopoly corporations will 
be able to operate at that scale to corner and 
control what remains of that market.

AI data centers have power require­
ments up to 10 times those of a standard 
technology rack, such as those run by cloud 
providers, such as Amazon’s AWS, for ex­
ample. Since only living labor creates new 
surplus value, an economy where invest­
ment is overwhelmingly dedicated to fixed 
capital such as GPUs and data center con­
struction will see the ratio of constant cap­
ital to variable capital increase and its profit 
rates will inevitably tend downwards.

Since currently so much of US capital 
as a whole is financially over­leveraged in 
this particular industrial sector, the fall or 
rise of these companies' profits will rever­
berate across the economy as a whole, due 
to the sheer size of the financial speculation 
occurring. Apple, Microsoft, Nvidia, Ama­
zon, Alphabet, Meta, and Tesla are 35% of 
the entire valuation of the S&P 500 and rep­
resent seven of the eight largest companies 
in general.

AI firms like OpenAI have not been 
able to post profits at all, which types of 
losses exceed losses seen in other rapid ex­
pansion phases like Uber's and of the telco 
companies during the dot com bubble.

The Poverty of the Bourgeois 
Economists and the Inevitability of 
Capitalist Self­Destruction

Recently, the standing president of the 
leading imperialist world power, Trump, es­
calated criticism of Federal Reserve Chair 
Jerome Powell. This was accompanied by 
much hemming and hawing in the press 
about the “independence of the Fed” being 
at stake. Rooted in Alexander Hamilton's 
vision for an independent institution safe­
guarding against government overreach and 
echoing Nixon's disastrous precedent, the 
Federal Reserve’s independence as a cen­
tral body of the finance capitalists is its best 
tool available for attempting to head off a 
capitalist crisis. 

This tool is very limited and they is in­
capable of doing the job that it is tasked with 
and ,at best, can slow down the crisis for a 
short while by  affecting employment and 
inflation levels. Whether Trump gets his ap­
pointees in or not, the crisis is coming, only 
the timing can be different in one scenario 
vs the other.

Prices have a tendency to decrease be­
cause of capitalism's tendency to overpro­

duce. Money’s exchange value isn’t deter­
mined by supply and demand, except in a 
muddled sort of way, as it’s the expression 
of the exchange value of commodities in 
circulation, and as less surplus value goes 
into each commodity, the value of money 
decreases. As a correlate to that, increasing 
wages does not cause inflation but it does 
decrease the rate of profit even as prices stay 
the same.

“Stagnation”, or as Marx would have 
called it, a slowing of the circulation of 
money, is merely a part of the cycle of ac­
cumulation, most acute in the death cycle, 
where industry comes to a halt in "crises, in 
which momentary suspension of all labour 
and annihilation of a great part of the capi­
tal violently lead it back to the point where 
it is enabled [to go on] fully employing its 
productive powers without committing sui­
cide." (Grudrisse). 

This crisis is ultimately caused by a de­
creasing ratio between how much living la­
bor is extracted from workers and the sum 
of the investment on new labor­saving tech­
nologies, with an overall decrease in in how 
much workers are working and are employed 
and an increase in how much expensive tech­
nology is being purchased to replace living 
labor with dead and manifesting as an over­
production of commodities, which cannot 
even be purchased by workers exploited 
more and more for less wages, if they even 
have work and wages at all. The cataclysmic 
crisis that follows only temporarily resolves 
through destruction of capital and workers, 
which restarts the accumulation cycle and 
places the ratio by returning the ratio be­
tween dead and living labor in the organic 
composition of capital back to a place that 
is favorable for business to have rising rates 
of profit for until the next crisis.

If “stagflation” as it were, were to oc­
cur, we could look at the events of the 1970s 
as a lesson. In the 1970s, between 1965 and 
1982 inflation in the US was very high and 
employment was low. The low profit rates 
during that period were partially offset by 
the destruction of the Vietnam war but this 
was not enough to stop the inflation crisis, 
as there was also excessive spending on so­
cial program initiatives at the time, which 
were financed  by printing large amounts of 
money. By 1974 inflation was in the dou­
ble digits year on year.

Instead of recognizing inflation being 
a result of the declining profit rates,the ex­
cessive printing of money was blamed for 
causing it and drastic measures, such as set­
ting interest rates of more than 21%, were 
used to slow down lending, which in turn 
slowed down circulation so much that many 
businesses were liquidated,precipitating the 
capitalist crash that was going to happen 
anyway, leading to high unemployment with 
slowly decreasing inflation, which caused 
the destruction of entire neighborhoods and 
cities. Famous examples are the ruin of the 
cities like Detroit and Cleveland as well as 
the New York boroughs of Bronx and Brook­
lyn, all of which looked like warzones in 
the late 1970s (and some still do), due to 
this economic ruin. Many workers’ lives 
were lost in the process of “balancing the 
economy.”

While the Fed of today is trying to slow 
down the crisis, the current administration 
of the US government is embracing the death 
drive and preparing for war, so the “politi­
cally influenced Fed” is the least of our con­
cern, to the dismay of bourgeois economists. 

These same economists explain infla­
tion as always, on the one hand (the classi­
cal school), caused by too much money 
being in circulation and, on the other, as 
there being too much demand and not 
enough productive capacity to match that 
demand (the Keynesians).

In the classical bourgeois school unem­
ployment happens because people are lazy 
and don't want to work for free or for unliv­
able wages. In their mind, capitalist crises 
are but temporary blips where supply doesn't 
match demand and are quickly corrected by 
the magic of the market. In the Keynesian 
view, the unemployment during a crisis is 
due to "insufficient demand" and the lack 
of spending is due to a collapse in business 
or consumer “confidence”. This bourgeois 
school sees unemployment as involuntary 
because the market doesn't fix the crisis 
quickly enough and wages and prices need 
to change for workers to get jobs. Conflict 
between the two schools aside, it's easy to 
see that these are nonsensical propositions 
from the standpoint of any worker and are 
a form of apologetics for the capitalist class.

The bureaucrats at the Fed have been 
reluctant to cut interest rates because it 
would increase inflation and inflation is al­
ready on the rise, with consumer price in­
flation (CPI) raised to 2.9% year over year 
in August, which was above the central 
bankers’ goal of 2% inflation a year. This 
inflation rate is lower than the average price 
rise in consumer goods for American work­
ers, so it’s misleading, but it is increasing. 

A sharp increase in inflation will be dis­
astrous for workers when unemployment is 
also on the rise and it may also spook cred­
itors who are currently holding bonds of US 
debt in expectation of yield in dollars. If the 
value of the dollar were to sharply drop due 
to excessive inflation those holders could 
sell to cut their losses and the instability 
caused could trigger the crash to happen 
even earlier than expected. The viewpoint 
of the current bourgeois camp in power is 
one of increasing profits in the short term 
and escalating war and destruction as needed 
when or before the crisis does hit.

Big Bets on AI, Long and Short

While investment in the AI sector, fo­
cused on data centers and infrastructure has 
surged by nearly 50% since 2019, the rest 
of US corporate investment is down 7% in 
that same time period. The boom in data­
center infrastructure production is a produc­
tive form of capital that is rented out to 
companies training AI models, who attempt 
to turn a profit selling subscriptions to their 
AI products to companies and individuals, 
promising full workforce replacement and 
“general intelligence” any day now. As the 
old American saying goes, in a gold rush, 
be the one selling shovels.

The problem with this is that the appli­
cations of AI that the customers of these 

models are paying for have not been any­
where near as productive as they had hoped 
for and been promised by the propaganda 
of companies such as OpenAI. The calcu­
lation the bourgeois end customers and the 
executives of their companies were making 
was that if the quality of the products/ser­
vices created by AI were good enough for 
sale without requiring much additional la­
bor to ship, in a way that led to equal or 
higher productivity while being cheaper than 
the wages of the workers no longer needed, 
then AI was a good investment in constant 
capital.

Historically, for example with the dot­
com bubble, after the financial bubble 
popped and enough companies were liqui­
dated and bought out, the actual productive 
potential of the technology in question was 
ultimately harnessed by the surviving gen­
eration of companies who succeeded in fig­
uring out how to realize the profits that their 
dead competition failed at. In the dotcom 
case it took close to a decade after the bub­
ble popping for that to come to fruition and 
create many of the monopoly capitalist tech 
giants of today and it’s probable that this 
will happen with the companies offering AI 
hardware subscriptions and models as well, 
even if the technological innovation does 
peter off and the models reach a limit in their 
capabilities that is far from the “general in­
telligence” the bourgeois want us to salivate 
over or cower in fear from.

As it stands, the predictions that work­
ers would be replaced in large swaths by 
these AI services has not come to fruition 
in any sector, at least based on the limited 
available data where AI automation was the 
clear cause of job loss, as reported in bour­
geois media. Customer service and call cen­
ter work has been the hardest hit with low 
estimates being around 1­4% of jobs lost 
and higher ones being around 20­30%, the 
percentages for data entry and clerical are 
generally lower than call center work and 
retail and self­checkout numbers are even 
lower than that, as well as paralegals and 
truckers, who are barely affected currently. 
Anecdotally the petit­bourgeois are also af­
fected as they are losing clients for graph­
ics, animation and music work to AI 
companies offering generative services for 
that form of media.

Despite the current low actual numbers 
and the high variability and lack of confi­
dence of these statistics, all the bourgeois 
management journals are projecting a steady 
increase in job loss across these and other 
industries in the coming years. So much so, 
that planners are considering slower roll­
outs of AI agent systems instead of quicker 
ones, to lower the economic shock of such 
actions.

It must be noted that there are mean­
ingful breakthroughs that occur every new 
round of AI product implementation. New 
medications and scientific discoveries are 
happening with the assistance of AI models 
and even some scientific and mathematical 
problems unsolved for decades are now be­
coming unlocked through the new form of 
computational technologies now being per­
fected. The currently adopted and available 
round of retail consumer tools in use, how­
ever,seem to mostly have the effect of chang­
ing the job rather than eliminating it and 
increasing productivity in only certain parts 
of the job, rather than tools which are capa­
ble of performing the full range of what is 
required by the job and requiring only some 
tuning and supervision by the managers or 
technicians. In workplaces where the en­
tirety of the work is done via a computer the 
replacement of the workers will be the eas­
iest but this is by no means a simple thing 
to implement and will likely take years to 
reach, during which time companies will 
burn through their reinvestment profits and 
through the credits they owe interest on, 
with no guarantee of success.

Full replacement of workers in all sec­
tors is what the capitalists are ultimately 
aiming for but neither the technology is 
ready for this, even in fully computerized 
work,nor are they ignorant of the fact that 
the speed at which they implement this re­
placement can have such disastrous impact.

Time will tell exactly how and at what 
rate the evolution and implementation of 
this automation technology increases worker 
productivity, leading to less and less surplus 
value going into each individual commod­
ity, dropping  the profit rate of entire indus­
tries as a whole. The data so far shows that 
the claims of the bourgeois propagandists 
of AI that in 1­2 years entire industries would 
not require workers were very (cont pg 4)  

Carriers of Capital, Crisis in the Air Industry: Part 2
The Crushing of PATCO and the Air 
Traffic Controller Shortage

The ongoing crisis in the aviation in­
dustry has, like all other burdens of capital­
ism, fallen onto the backs of the aviation 
workers who have struggled bitterly against 
the bourgeoisie throughout the decades.  
The aviation unions have at times, really put 
the screw to the bourgeoisie, utilizing strikes 
to their advantage, while the companies 
were facing hardships., Today, the weakness 
of the class union movement has all work­
ers fighting on the back­foot; submitting to 
the legalistic appeals of the NLRB or the 
Railway Labor Act, which the airline work­
ers are categorized under by the bourgeoisie. 
As the crises of capitalism ripen and 
tragedies accumulate, without a militant 
centralized class movement, the workers 
will bear only more strain. 

In the first week of May 2025, a series 
of critical technological failures at Newark 
Liberty International Airport brought a long­
simmering crisis in U.S. aviation labor to 
the surface. Malfunctions in the airport’s ag­
ing infrastructure, particularly in the sys­
tems that manage flight departures and 
arrivals, resulted in nearly one­fifth of the 

airport’s air traffic controllers walking off 
the job. These workers, represented by the 
National Air Traffic Controllers Association 
(NATCA), cited chronic under­staffing and 
the mental toll of their already stressful jobs 
as the reason.

Although these workers generally get 
paid relatively well they, on average, work 
10 hour days, 6 days a week under mental 
duress in exchange for a relatively negligi­
ble drop of the total money raked in by the 
bourgeoisie. Many workers feel traumatized 
and helpless, as the weight of catastrophe 
from collapsing capitalist infrastructure 
seemingly falls upon their shoulders, further 
exposing the serious cracks that have been 
developing in the air transport industry for 
decades and the fragile line of laborers 
struggling daily to ensure planes take off and 
land.

Airlines, under pressure to maximize 
returns on fixed capital investments, con­
tinue to push for more flights and faster 
turnaround times. But airports like Newark 
are already stretched past safe operational 
limits. Newark was forced to cap the num­
ber of daily flights until at least the end of 
2025. United Airlines, by far the dominant 
carrier at Newark, responsible for roughly 
two­thirds of its flights, has openly sup­

ported reclassifying the airport as a “Level 
3” controlled slot facility, which would give 
the FAA the authority to restrict flights to 
within infrastructure capacity. This move, 
however, would eliminate smaller carriers 
unable to service at least 80% of their des­
ignated slots, consolidating United’s market 
dominance all while presenting itself as a 
responsible stakeholder.

PATCO Strike

In August 1981, 13,000 Air Traffic 
Controllers organized through the Profes­
sional Air Traffic Controllers Organization 
(PATCO) went on a national strike for over­
all better pay and conditions. At its start, the 
workers were able to halt 70% of the daily 
flights, a huge blow to the capitalists, which 
responded by declaring the strike “illegal”, 
giving the workers 48 hours to surrender. 
The workers defied the warning and contin­
ued their strike.

The bourgeoisie prepared for the strike 
by trying to recruit as many scabs as possi­
ble to keep the airports operational, eventu­
ally being able to keep about 75% of the 
scheduled flights going after a few days. 
The opportunistic leadership in PATCO, 
having endorsed Reagan during (cont pg 4)  
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of them have bent in compliance as wide­
spread firings, suspensions, expulsions, can­
cellations for alleged antisemitism, etc., 
continue to be part of the arsenal of the ad­
ministration to consolidate its power at fed­
eral, state and municipal levels. There has 
been some fight in the courts regarding this 
but even when the court's decisions have 
been against the government, the ruling 
bourgeois faction simply ignores its own 
courts and marches forward with its plan re­
gardless.

Any counterattack launched by the op­
position to the current administration from 
within the ranks of the bourgeoisie and its 
supporters remains fatally compromised and 
impotent because it is located within the 
structural confines of bourgeois politics and 
returns to the very problem it is trying to 
solve through its popular fronts and anti­
fascist struggles, electoral campaigns, legal 
maneuvers, and moralistic posturing.

By prioritizing the "defense of democ­
racy" within the existing framework and 
implicitly relying on political organizations 
linked to the Democratic Party, any oppo­
sition movement of this kind ends up sub­
ordinating the proletariat's revolutionary 
agenda to the preservation of the bourgeois 
state.

To achieve the historic goal of the 
working class, even the minimal goal they 
propose today, "defeating the authoritarian 
agenda championed by billionaires", it is 
necessary to dismantle and destroy the en­
tire spectrum of bourgeois power, the same 
power that fills us with sacred patriotism 
and respect for bourgeois law and order, yet 
pushes us into opportunistic dead ends that 
only strengthen and deepen the conditions 
in which workers find themselves.

The only revolutionary force capable 
of responding is the proletariat, united with 
its party in its historic mission to overthrow 
capital. This long­term political offensive 
can only succeed when the Communist 
Party transmits its thinking and directives 
through the organs of struggle of the prole­
tariat, the combative and coordinated 
unions, which workers are now trying to re­
vive through a battle within and outside to­
day's compromised unions.

Only by completely severing all ties 
with the bourgeois political apparatus and 
intensifying the level of class coordination 
and organization, leading to broader and 
more general strikes and winning over work­
ers from the army and other repressive state 
bodies to the cause of the proletariat, will it 
be possible for the working class to seize 
state power. Only then can the deadly cy­
cles of capitalism, class society, and repres­
sion be eliminated and replaced by a rational, 
classless system of production, government, 
and administration not based on the exploita­
tion of man.

The Price For...
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far from the truth, even if that’s what they 
want us to believe in order to keep workers 
afraid. Finance capital is painfully aware of 
this data and has been restructuring the as­
sumptions it has been making in the last two 
years and hedging their bets more against 
an incoming bubble collapse.

Hedging Their Bets

On the heels of an escalating military 
conflict against Venezuela comes JPMor­
gan Chase's "Security and Resilience Initia­
tive,” a $1,5 trillion investment/financing 
plan that will span a 10 years. The bank will 
use investments (up to $10 billion for smaller 
firms) and debt financing as a way to tem­
porarily increase circulation and attempt to 
kick­start the rest of the remaining produc­
tive capital of strategic importance for the 
nation, with focus on energy (LNG), de­
fense, critical infrastructure, supply chain 
reshoring, and technology. These sectors are 
vitally needed for the future war efforts and 
these investments also act as a hedge against 
the likely AI bubble failure and overvalua­
tion seen in digital assets.

Finance capital is attempting to safe­
guard its future by expecting returns in the 
form of dividends, interest income and cap­
ital appreciation from their investments in 
industries closely tied to a wartime econ­
omy, which are seen as much safer bets than 
AI, which is yet to prove itself capable of 
return on investment.

Impact on the Class War and the En­
vironment

The data suggests that while employ­
ment is strong in AI infrastructure, it is de­
clining across almost every other sector of 
the economy. The Bureau of Labor Statis­
tics shows that close to 400,000 manufac­
turing jobs are currently unfilled. Those jobs 
are reported to be largely unfilled because 
the wages are too low for workers who are 
able to find higher paying work elsewhere. 
The recent mass deportations decrease the 
available pool of workers who would have 
been forced to do those jobs, as capital finds 
immigrant workers more useful outside the 
country, where they can work for even lower 
wages in one of the countries with subordi­
nate economies to the United States, or fun­
neled into documented immigration through 
the H2A visa program, which is often little 
more than a form of slavery that benefits the 
farming contractors of the USA rather than 
the cartel coyotes, who also treat these work­
ers like indentured servants, all the while 
forcing the “native workers” back into lower 
paying jobs at home.

Compared to the dotcom bubble, the 
productive portion of AI sector capital is or­
ders of magnitude more expensive to run 
and build than were the servers for websites 
of 2001, so the impacts of a financial bub­
ble the size of the AI one popping will be 
much worse than the stock market crash of 
that age, sending finance capital reeling to 
save itself and make the working class foot 
the bill.

AI overproduction’s need for energy 
has turned working class neighborhoods into 
dumping grounds. AI datacenters are con­
suming 10% of global electricity and in the 
locations where they operate are making 
workers’ lives untenable with sharp increases 
in noise pollution, heat and toxic runoff. 
Workers in the US and India where AI dat­
acenters are operated are increasingly re­
porting chronic health issues from the 
constant hum of servers, the contamination 
of local water sources, the costs of electric­
ity, the impacts of having to work longer 
hours to afford living in such a hellscape, 
and the profits created in the process are 
funneled back to the tech and oil bourgeoisie. 
Local and global ecosystems are being de­
stroyed and workers are made ill and die 
due to the byproducts of their own exploita­
tion.
    Even if AI does end up being productive 
and the bubble does not create a stock mar­
ket crisis, it will then have succeeded in re­
placing large numbers of workers and the 
overproduction itself will put the previously 
higher­paid members of working class on 
the chopping block to once again bail out 
the bourgeoisie out of the situation they cre­
ated.

While some US workers currently have 
the option of not working lower paying jobs 
over higher paying ones, with “stagflation”/
the next major capitalist crisis likely being 
tied up in the massive reduction of AI over­
production and paying off the effects of a 
corresponding financial crash, workers will 
be pushed more and more towards accept­

ing any work they can find, lower wages, 
indentured servitude as soldiers in ever in­
creasing imperialist wars, longer working 
hours and other forms of exploitation and 
deteriorating living conditions.

The question is of course: How long 
will we take this abuse? How long will work­
ers remain inactive, unorganized and mis­
led? No one knows for sure but what we do 
know is that the conditions are getting ob­
jectively worse and more ripe for revolution.

Revolution is the Solution

The AI overproduction crisis is driven 
by the capitalist mode of production’s re­
lentless drive to expand itself to infinity in 
a world where there are only so many pro­
ductively employed workers that it can 
siphon its profits from. The speculative in­
vestment in AI infrastructure, the displace­
ment of workers, the environmental 
degradation caused by data centers, and the 
coming wars pushed on the world by mo­
nopoly cartels are screaming at us every day 
that capitalism cannot be reformed or voted 
away, that capitalism is killing us.

The only solution is to end it. The only 
class capable of doing this is the working 
class and the Communist Party and its the 
class unions through which the class exer­
cises its power.. The working class is capa­
ble of stopping capitalism in its tracks 
because it produces everything and can stop 
doing this, if organized. Once overthrown, 
capitalism can be transformed to be produc­
tion that is rational and based on a suitable 
matching of the needs and abilities of every 
member of society, where every human 
works for the benefit of every other human 
on the planet and this process will bring 
technology back into harmony with human­
ity and nature.

We encourage workers who are ready 
to fight to come in contact with the  Inter­
national Communist Party and to organize  
at their workplaces, within and without the 
current weak unions, for class­wide demands 
and the resurrection of the class unions, in 
order to set the ground for the general strikes 
and revolutionary civil wars of the future  
which will do away with this nonsensical 
and brutal system once and for all.

Carriers of Capital...
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his presidential run, gave quite a bit of cre­
dence to the president treating them favor­
ably, which of course proved to be 
disastrous for the rank­and­file and their 
fight.

After replacing the workers with scabs 
and skeleton crews and with no strong class 
union support from other worker defense 
organizations, Reagan promptly fired all the 
striking workers, thus decimating the union 
which then decertified the following Octo­
ber. It took nearly a decade to bring the 
number of air traffic controllers back to 
what it had been, and as made evident by 
the recent issues, it has never fully recov­
ered. 

The Current Situation

The destruction of PATCO emboldened 
a broader turn toward strikebreaking and 
union suppression that defined the 1980s 
and continues to this day. The union that 
eventually replaced PATCO, NATCA, was 
formed with an explicit promise to never 
engage in “illegal” strikes, a promise that 
functionally disarmed it. Like many post­
Reagan unions, NATCA accepted its role as 
a lackey to capital, operating primarily as a 
contract negotiator rather than a fighting or­
ganization for workers. 

Despite many air traffic controllers de­
manding higher wages to compensate for 
their grueling work days, the current 
NATCA leadership has no interest in cham­
pioning this fight. They have not negotiated 
pay since 2016 and the boss­linked leader­
ship, instead, has extended the current con­
tract twice, and it's now set to expire in 
2029. The NATCA leadership openly aims 
to collaborate with the bourgeoisie on tech­
nical improvements to increase the effi­
ciency of exploitation of the workers 
instead of their economic defense. 

As we have always said, contracts be­
tween workers and those who rule them are 
not worth the paper they're printed on. We 
can look to the recent action by the bour­
geoisie of removing “bargaining rights” of 
the Transport Security Administration 
workers organized through the American 
Federal Government Employees (AFGE) 
union, which–to the opportunistic leader­
ship that are only interested in collaboration 
with the bourgeoisie– has rendered any 
“struggle” inert in their eyes; substituting 
real worker defense for empty calls for 
“protests” and legal appeals instead of mil­
itant strikes and other forms of direct action. 

But the aviation industry workers are 
not afraid to strike. The Association of 
Flight Attendants, which was able to win 
large concessions from United Airlines by 
threatening a strike with nearly 100% ap­
proval by the workers last year, has also en­
dorsed the “general strike” ostensibly being 
planned for 2028. There have also been nu­
merous strikes by the workers in the defense 
sectors and aircraft production in the last 
few years, with yet another Boeing strike 
on the horizon in Illinois and Missouri. 

The recent strikes of 3,000 Interna­
tional Association of Machinists (IAM) 
members at Pratt & Whitney and 900 UAW 
workers at Lockheed Martin in May and 
June caused a brief disruption in military 
aircraft and weapon production, but the ab­
sence of any international character or even 
national coordination in the strikes makes 
evident the need for workers to build cen­
tralized class unions that unite the shared 
struggles of the workers that are being un­
favorably fought separately and, as we have 
mentioned numerous times, the opportunis­
tic union leadership continually try to tie 
the struggles of the workers to the national 
interests of the bourgeoisie, like Shawn 
Fain, who tells the workers that their strug­
gle for wages is a fight for an illusory 
“share” of the war industry. Workers must 
continue to fight against the nationalistic 
leadership of the regime union leaders, lest 
their struggle become yet another example 
of the proletariat sacrificing its own inter­
ests to those of national capital. 

Look at the subordination of the trans­
portation workers and the suppression of 
their economic demands, as seen with the 
suppression of the Railroad workers’ strike 
in 2022 under the Biden administration, to 
see how the struggle for wages and better 
conditions for transport workers is directly 
opposed to the interests of the national rul­
ing class, who want the transport of their 
commodities to continue uninterrupted, and 
will fabricate, utilize, and abuse any of their 
laws to ensure this, with the threat of the 
army and police always implied.

Conclusion

Air transport, just like the previous 
revolutionary technological advances in the 
means of transportation, has continued 
showing the bourgeoisie’s historical ten­
dency towards consolidation in the face of 
the inevitable economic disaster brought 
about by the anarchy of production, inter­
imperialist pressures and the tendency for 
the profit rate to fall. Domestic competition 
gives way to competition between national 
monopolies on the road towards world war; 
wages for the workers are immiserated and 
strikes suppressed; and the world economy 
convulses, requiring regular state interven­
tion in an attempt to stabilize the collaps­
ing pillars.  

The bourgeoisie, desperate to hold 
onto their share of the social capital, must 
enter into incumbent alliances to try and 
force the proletariat into submission, but 

this results in an ever greater sense of ur­
gency on the part of the proletariat to de­
fend, in its economic struggles, the 
necessary share of the social capital that it 
needs, increasingly just to survive. As the 
overproduction crisis continues to ripen into 
sharper contradictions, the transportation 
industry in the US may eventually formally 
fall into the hands of the state, as it has done 
in the past during wartime, but a national­
ized transportation industry will not save 

the proletariat from disaster, only focus cap­
ital’s onslaught to further align with the in­
terest of the national bourgeoisie against all 
that threaten it. 

This is all reflective of a key contradic­
tion in the nature of the capitalistic means 
of transportation and production in general: 
that the productivity of labor and its faculty 
of creating value stand in opposition. The 
more efficient the transport, the less value 
transferred from productive capital to the 

commodities, as there is less total labor­
time required to move the same mass of 
commodities; the profits dwindle and the 
proletariat eventually foots the bill in lost 
wages or blood. 

Only through international coordina­
tion of class based unions and the rejection 
of nationalist labor leadership can trans­
portation workers, indeed, all workers, 
strengthen the ranks of their economic de­
fense as the crisis of capitalism only wors­
ens. 

FOR THE CLASS UNION

Across the periphery of the global 
capitalist system, revolt has become the 
natural response to immiseration as the 
global overproduction crisis continues to 
expand the social and class contradictions 
to a breaking point.

In Madagascar, the spark came from 
mass demonstrations beginning on 25 
September 2025, where students, transport 
workers, and public­sector unions poured 
into the streets after weeks of blackouts, fuel 
shortages, and food inflation. Police 
repression left dozens injured and several 
dead, yet the protests only grew. Strikes 
spread to the ports and public services, 
paralyzing the economy and forcing 
President Andry Rajoelina to dissolve his 
cabinet on 29 September 2025.

What appeared as a local crisis was in 
truth the eruption of contradictions long 
imposed by international finance. Years of 
IMF­supervised austerity and debt 
restructuring had gutted state investment, 
privatized utilities, and tied the nation’s 
economy to the export of raw materials under 
foreign ownership. The so­called “reforms” 
demanded by creditors reduced the Malagasy 
state to a debt­collection agent, squeezing 
its workers while mining and agribusiness 
profits flowed abroad.

In Nepal, the revolt took a different form 
but shared the same cause. On 4 September 
2025 the government banned twenty­six 
social­media platforms, triggering mass 
protests from 8­13 September. Students and 
informal workers’ protests erupted in 
Kathmandu and across other cities. But 
beneath the anger over censorship lay a 
deeper material decay within a nation 
surviving on remittances (about one­third 
of GDP) with youth unemployment above 
20 percent.

Decades of neoliberal adjustment and 
foreign loans had ensured Nepal remained 
dependent on imported goods and external 
credit. The political parties, whether 
communist­branded, centrist, or royalist 
differed only in rhetoric; all served the same 
capitalist logic dictated by the World Bank 
and international donors. When students and 
workers took the streets, they were rejecting 
not merely a government decree but an entire 
social order built on dependency and the 
export of human labour as a commodity.

In September, Indonesia witnessed its 
largest wave of protests in nearly a decade, 
as worsening economic conditions and elite 
excesses ignited nationwide unrest. Years of 
post­pandemic inflation, currency 
depreciation, and sluggish wage growth had 

In the Wake of Capital’s Decay, Revolts Spread Across the Sub­
Imperialisms

left millions of workers struggling to afford 
food, fuel, and housing, while 
unemployment, especially among youth and 
informal workers, remained high. Discontent 
deepened when reports surfaced that 
members of parliament were receiving 
monthly housing allowances of roughly 50 
million rupiah (about US $3 000), vastly 
exceeding the national minimum wage. This 
revelation became the catalyst for mass 
demonstrations across Jakarta, Surabaya, 
and other major cities. The protest 
movement, uniting industrial labourers, 
teachers, gig­economy drivers, and students, 
demanded wage increases, an end to 
outsourcing and precarious contracts, 
stronger labour protections, tax reform, and 
the abolition of political privileges for elites.

The government of President Prabowo 
Subianto, backed by Indonesia’s business 
conglomerates and foreign investors, 
responded with tear gas, arrests of over 1 
000 people, and temporary internet 
shutdowns, while promising minor reforms 
such as suspending lawmakers’ perks. These 
concessions failed to address the broader 
class contradiction at the revolt’s core, a 
society where economic growth has enriched 
a narrow elite while leaving the working 
class burdened by inflation, insecurity, and 
state repression.

In Serbia, revolt was instigated by 
tragedy. On 2 October 2025, the collapse of 
a railway­station canopy in Novi Sad killed 
sixteen workers, a disaster that became the 
symbol of decades of corruption, crony 
privatization, and infrastructural decay. The 
working class, even though still fragmented, 
suddenly found its voice. Transport workers, 
educators, and pensioners marched beside 
students and laid­off factory laborers, 
denouncing the government of Aleksandar 
Vučić and the foreign contractors who profit 
from public neglect. Serbia’s economy, 
tethered to European capital through low­
wage manufacturing and extractive finance, 
has left millions in precarity while a thin 
elite grows rich on speculative construction 
and export subsidies. The state answered 
this awakening with riot police, media 
censorship, and accusations of “foreign 
interference.” Yet the slogans of the 
movement “Justice for the Dead, Bread for 
the Living”  reveal a class awakening that 
transcends nationalism. 

Meanwhile, in Morocco, the Gen Z 212 
movement has erupted as one of the most 
sustained youth uprisings in North Africa 
since 2011. Beginning in late September 

2025, demonstrations spread from 
Casablanca to Rabat and Tangier, uniting 
students, precarious workers, and teachers 
under the call for karama wa ‘amal,  “dignity 
and work.” The material basis is 
unmistakable: youth unemployment near 30 
percent, soaring prices of food and fuel, and 
a debt burden consuming over a fifth of state 
expenditure. The Moroccan monarchy, 
celebrated by Western creditors for its 
“stability,” responded with the brutality 
typical of comprador regimes as hundreds 
were arrested, student unions dissolved, and 
online organizers hunted by security forces. 
The protests have drawn in public­sector 
unions and sections of the transport 
workforce, transforming generational 
frustration into embryonic class solidarity. 
Here again, the face of rebellion is that of a 
proletariat excluded from the future, 
confronting a capitalist order that offers only 
debt, surveillance, and repression in 
exchange for obedience.

As of October 2025, the movements in 
Madagascar, Nepal, Serbia, Indonesia and 
Morocco remain unresolved. In Madagascar, 
the transitional government continues to 
face strikes in the energy, transport, and 
education sectors, while negotiations with 
unions have faltered under pressure from 
foreign creditors. In Nepal, the ruling 
coalition has fractured, the ban on social 
media has been repealed, yet security forces 
still detain student organizers, and the cost 
of living continues to rise. Serbia remains 
under emergency decrees, and Morocco’s 
prisons swell with young dissidents. The 
bourgeois press proclaims a “return to 
order,” but beneath the surface, the 
conditions of revolt persist. Each uprising 
demonstrates that where capital rules 
through debt, austerity, and dependency, 
resistance is not a choice it is an inevitability.

What is now required is the 
organization of the workers under class 
unions. The International Communist Party 
calls for a return to the classical Marxist 
program that sees beyond the illusions of 
democracy and nationalism toward the 
abolition of wage labour itself. The struggles 
in Madagascar, Nepal, Serbia, Indonesia and 
Morocco are not isolated storms but 
manifestations of a single global 
antagonism, capital versus labour. Only 
through disciplined international 
organization, beyond borders and 
parliaments, can the proletariat transform 
its revolt into revolution and finally abolish 
the conditions that make revolt necessary.

Report on Indonesia
(Report Summary from the General Meet­
ing in September 2025)

Indonesia is a transcontinental country 
between Southeast Asia and Oceania, a ge­
ographical area south of China and east of 
India, which includes eleven sovereign 
countries: Brunei, Cambodia, the Philip­
pines, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar 
(Burma), Singapore, Thailand, East Timor, 
and Vietnam.

It is the largest archipelago nation in 
the world, consisting of over 17,500 islands, 
of which just over 2,300 are inhabited. With 
over 280 million inhabitants, it is the most 
populous country in the world, preceded by 
India, China, and the United States and 
ahead of Pakistan, Nigeria, and Brazil. The 
island of Java alone, the most populated on 
the planet and the geographical and eco­
nomic center of the country, is home to over 
half the population, with approximately 150 
million inhabitants. The large island covers 
129 km², the same size as England, which, 
however, has only 56 million inhabitants.

The population of the archipelago is 
extremely diverse, with hundreds of ethnic 
groups and languages spoken. It includes 
the largest Muslim community in the world.

In the Increasingly Bitter Imperialist 
Struggle

“Gateway to the East” between the In­
dian Ocean and the Pacific and with a vast 
potential consumer market, Indonesia is a 
coveted target for the major imperialist 
powers. The United States and China are 
competing for it through a network of agree­
ments and investments. Despite the increas­
ingly significant weight of Chinese capital, 
the Indonesian bourgeoisie is, for now, 
maintaining a balance between the two 
forces.

The Indonesian president's participa­
tion in the military parade for “Victory Day” 
in Beijing on September 3, which took place 
when the Indonesian capital was practically 
under siege, demonstrates a strategic rap­
prochement with the People's Republic and 
with imperialist powers alternative to those 
of the West. In Beijing, the Indonesian pres­
ident reportedly sought to strengthen bilat­
eral cooperation on economic and security 
issues. However, the expansion of trade ties 
with China will not end the current relations 
with the United States and Russia, the main 
suppliers of weapons to the large archipel­
ago.

In January 2025, Indonesia was admit­
ted as a full member of BRICS, the first 
Southeast Asian nation to join the bloc.

At the same time, after almost a decade 
of negotiations, a free trade agreement was 
reached with the European Union, known 
as the EU­Indonesia Comprehensive Eco­
nomic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), 
which provides for the elimination of over 
98% of customs tariffs on bilateral trade.

In short, the Indonesian ruling class is 
trying not to align itself with or depend on 
any of the imperialist powers, so that it can 
reap the benefits, obviously at the expense 
of the sweat and blood of the working class.

The Formal and Informal Workforce

The workforce, both salaried and non­
salaried, is estimated to number around 150 
million. The unemployment rate over the 
last ten years has been generally stable, av­
eraging 5%, except during Covid­19.

As in other countries in the region, the 
workforce is divided into two main cate­
gories. Informal workers account for about 
60% of the total, and are therefore predom­
inant. These include small farmers and arti­
sans, as well as non­permanent ‘day’ or 
‘contract’ workers. They are employed for 
specific tasks or on a temporary, daily, 
weekly, or monthly basis: construction 
workers, harvest laborers, transporters, such 
as motorcycle taxi drivers (ojek).

The predominance of the informal sec­
tor has always been a structural feature of 
the Indonesian economy, reflecting its rural 
and small business base.

Among the 60­65 million “formal” 
workers, salaried workers are clearly pre­
dominant, generally with regular contracts. 
About 3% of the workforce is employed in 
the public sector. Services employ over 
45%, a broad category that includes com­

merce, finance, professional services, ad­
ministration, and the public sector. Manu­
facturing accounts for 25­30% of the formal 
workforce and is the driving force behind 
Indonesian capitalism. Agriculture, al­
though crucial to the country, accounts for 
less than 15% of salaried workers with con­
tracts. Finally, 5­7% are employed in con­
struction. The remaining percentage is 
distributed among mining, transport, and 
public utilities.

The trade union landscape is highly 
fragmented, although there are a few major 
confederations that represent the majority 
of organized workers. Unlike other coun­
tries in the region, their links with political 
parties are less close and formal and more 
related to temporary coalitions. The KSPI 
(Konfederasi Serikat Pekerja Indonesia) is 
one of the largest confederations, with an 
estimated 2 million members, mainly in 
mining and manufacturing. The KSPSI 
(Konfederasi Serikat Pekerja Seluruh In­
donesia), one of the oldest confederations, 
has around 1.5 million members.

However, the vast majority of Indone­
sian workers, particularly in the huge infor­
mal sector, are not members of any union.

Industry and Trade

Indonesian industrial production is not 
comparable to that of the major global pow­
ers. However, its steady growth has made it 
a leading player among the capitalist 
economies of Southeast Asia.

Over the past five years, the manufac­
turing and mining sectors have experienced 
uneven growth due to the Covid­19 pan­
demic, but have shown strong resilience: af­
ter contracting in 2020, production has 
returned to growth, driven by domestic de­
mand and foreign investment. Average in­
dustrial production growth over the past 
five years has been around 4.3%.

The industry is based in particular on 
the extraction and processing of nickel, of 
which Indonesia is the world's leading pro­
ducer, but other important sectors include 
textiles and clothing, which are strongly ex­
port­oriented, and other rapidly expanding 
sectors such as automobiles and electron­
ics, supported by growing foreign invest­
ment.

The trade balance has recorded a sur­
plus in recent years, largely due to exports 
of minerals and agricultural products: coal, 
palm oil, nickel and derivatives, and natu­
ral rubber. Manufactured products include 
electronic equipment, machinery, textiles, 
and clothing. Imports include capital goods, 
industrial machinery, vehicles, electronic 
equipment, and components; intermediate 
products such as chemicals and plastics; 
and consumer goods such as electronics, 
pharmaceuticals, and food.

China is the largest trading partner for 
both exports and imports. Major Chinese 
investments are directed toward infrastruc­
ture projects, such as the Jakarta­Bandung 
high­speed railway, and the mining sector, 
particularly nickel.

The United States follows, which is 
particularly important for exports. Japan 
purchases energy and mineral products. 
Singapore is an important hub for trade and 
investment.

The Indonesian Bourgeois 
Government and the Needs of Capital

The current government is led by Pres­
ident Prabowo Subianto, who took office on 
October 20, 2024, succeeding Joko Widodo, 
an entrepreneur in the furniture sector, who 
had served two terms. A former defense 
minister, Prabowo has ties to the army and 
the family of former “dictator” Suharto, un­
der whom he commanded the special forces. 
Prabowo is now the leader of the Great In­
donesia Movement Party, which is openly 
nationalist and conservative. But in the last 
presidential election, he secured a landslide 
victory by forming a broad parliamentary 
coalition, the Advanced Indonesia Coalition 
Plus, which includes almost all of the coun­
try's political parties, including the Labor 
Party, controlling 470 of the 580 parliamen­
tary seats.

Having failed to increase tax revenues, 
the government has announced a cut of al­
most 20% in spending. About half of these 
savings, $20 billion, will be used to add to 

a newly created sovereign wealth fund, 
Danantara, an investment vehicle launched 
by the Indonesian bourgeoisie to raise ex­
ternal financing. With its enormous asset 
base—about $900 billion—it is the fourth­
largest sovereign wealth fund in the world, 
surpassing Saudi Arabia's PIF and Singa­
pore's Temasek.

During his election campaign, 
Subianto promised to revive the economy 
and aim for 8% growth within five years. 
The goal is to attract investment and make 
Indonesia the largest economy in Southeast 
Asia. But the World Bank estimates that the 
Indonesian economy will grow at around 
4.8% until 2027.

In addition, the recent 19% tariffs im­
posed by the Trump administration on In­
donesian products have hit key sectors such 
as electronics, textiles, and agribusiness 
hard, fueling the reluctance of potential in­
vestors.

Growing Proletarianization and 
Urbanization

In recent decades, Indonesia has seen 
a steady and significant flow of people from 
rural to urban areas. Most of these migrants 
are young people from small farming fam­
ilies who are abandoning the land because 
the plots, divided among siblings, are too 
small to support their families. Small farm­
ers today are unable to compete with large­
scale agriculture and cope with the costs of 
fertilizers and seeds. In addition, the prices 
of agricultural products (rice, coffee, and 
palm oil) are often volatile, making farm­
ers' incomes precarious.

Furthermore, rural areas, neglected by 
capitalism, often lack healthcare, basic ser­
vices, access to education, and, not infre­
quently, drinking water.

A common dynamic in many countries 
in the area is therefore to migrate to the 
large ‘glittering’ metropolises in search of 
a fixed, albeit low and temporary, salary. 
The urban population is growing rapidly: in 
the 1950s, less than 15% of the Indonesian 
population lived in cities, today more than 
50%, and the trend is growing. This reflects 
the evolution of Indonesia's economic struc­
ture from self­sufficient production to mer­
cantilism and the extraction of surplus value 
based on the sale of labor.

However, these cities offer expensive 
and precarious housing, shared with other 
proletarians. Not everyone manages to find 
formal employment, and many end up 
working, at best, in the vast informal sec­
tor: day laborers, delivery boys, street ven­
dors, a huge mass of workers who, despite 
living on a wage, have no social protection 
or job security. Others return to the coun­
tryside, perhaps not far from the big cities, 
where they seek work in the fields as 
farmhands.

Anger Explodes in the Streets

It is against this backdrop that, for sev­
eral years now, a diverse interclassist move­
ment, made up of students, unemployed and 
precarious young people, has begun to op­
pose government policy. Disillusionment 
and resentment are brewing among these 
new generations who, despite economic 
growth, cannot find stable employment and 
instinctively understand that the world of 
capital has only misery, exploitation, and 
war to offer them.

The wave of protests, led by youth 
movements such as “Indonesia Gelap” 
(Dark Indonesia), began a year ago imme­
diately after the new president took office. 
They complained about soaring taxes, job 
insecurity, nepotism, and police brutality. 
The protesters demanded an unspecified in­
crease in wages, as well as protection for in­
digenous communities and greater 
transparency on officials' salaries.

In February, tens of thousands of pro­
testers took to the streets in the capital to 
protest against the government's new aus­
terity measures, which included severe cuts 
to the welfare state in the areas of educa­
tion, health, and public services.

Since August 25, the demonstrations, 
which were previously held mainly in 
Jakarta, have spread to all regions of the 
country, turning into an unprecedented 
wave. They were triggered by the granting 
of a bonus of 50 million rupiah ($3,000) to 
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580 members of parliament to cover, it was 
said, their rental expenses, a bonus that was 
difficult to swallow for workers who receive 
an average salary of 4 million rupiah, or 
about $250.

In Jakarta, huge demonstrations 
marched through the city's main thorough­
fares. They were attacked by the police with 
water cannons and tear gas, but also with 
firearms. Protesters set fire to public build­
ings, including the parliament building.

On August 28, several trade unions 
called a general strike. It would be better to 
say they joined forces: in Indonesia, gen­
eral strikes involve more than just salaried 
workers, but also other social classes.

Among the demands of the workers' 
organizations was the withdrawal of the 
Omnibus Law on Labor (Job Creation 
Law), which, approved in 2020, facilitates 
layoffs and effectively lowers minimum 
wages. Strikes took place in Jakarta but also 
in important industrial areas such as Bekasi, 
Karawang, and Tangerang, where there is a 
high concentration of factories.

A few days later, Subianto was forced 
to revoke housing allowances and suspend 
foreign travel for members of parliament. 
However, he stated that he would not delay 
in addressing and punishing those respon­
sible for the unrest.

On August 29, during a demonstration, 
a 20­year­old delivery rider was hit and 
killed by a police armored vehicle while at 
work. The video of the event, which was 
widely shared on social media, fueled na­
tional outrage. Social networks were used 
as a means of information and organization, 
with many workers denouncing their poor 
living and working conditions and calling 
for strikes and mobilizations. The govern­
ment did not hesitate to restrict or disable 
the network.

In the days that followed, a wave of 
clashes with the police led to the deaths of 
other protesters. In Makassar, on the island 
of Sulawesi, an angry crowd set fire to the 
local parliament, killing three people inside. 
The parliaments of Pekalongan, in Central 
Java, and Cirebon, in West Java, were also 
set on fire and looted. Mobilizations even 
took place in the famous tourist destination 
of Bali, where the police headquarters was 
targeted.

The death toll quickly rose to eight. It 
is difficult to quantify the number of arrests, 
but several sources speak of thousands of 

detentions in Jakarta alone, for a total of 
over three thousand arrests.

The demonstrations continued for a 
few more days, then gradually subsided, 
bringing the country back to an apparent, 
temporary normality.

Communism as the Only Prospect

The protests are an expression of deep 
suffering and discontent due to the material 
conditions of the population. Although the 
economy continues to grow, workers are ex­
periencing a deterioration in the purchasing 
power of their wages, while social inequal­
ities are becoming more extreme.

More and more young workers are be­
ing super­exploited, deprived of any rights, 
indispensable pawns to ensure the flexibil­
ity and needs of young Indonesian capital­
ism. One million university graduates and 
1.6 million vocational school graduates are 
unemployed. These young people, who are 
at the center of the recent demonstrations, 
have a general distrust of bourgeois politics 
and the regime's trade unions and an in­
creasingly marked disillusionment with the 
prospects of capitalist society.

In this scenario, fertile ground for com­
munism and revolution, the working class 
must come to the fore, present in its formal 
organizations, explicitly engaged in a dis­
ciplined and centralized struggle against its 
own bourgeoisie. In Indonesia, too, many 
workers have participated in the uprising, 
often in an uncoordinated manner, and there 
have been strikes. But the trade union fed­
erations proved unequal to the task, pas­
sively following the interclassist movement 
and failing to call a general strike with 
heartfelt and shared class demands. In or­
der to impose their defense, the workers 
will have to take over the leadership of 
these unions, or organize outside and 
against them if necessary, in order to wield 
their only truly effective weapon, the strike.

The workers' movement, freed from 
opportunist parties and regime unions, will 
recognize its class program as expressed by 
the Communist Party. It will then take the 
leadership of its struggle without compro­
mise into its own hands. It will thus be rec­
ognized by all the oppressed, including 
small farmers and precarious youth, as aim­
ing for a tomorrow of revenge against the 
increasingly monstrous barbarism of the 
capitalist regime.

Workers Protest Austerity in France
Once again, the French population has 

taken to the streets, with protests and riots 
continuing unabated after the end of the 
summer holidays. From September to early 
October, three important strike dates have 
been set: September 10 and 18, and Octo­
ber 2.

Since the beginning of the Covid­19 
pandemic under Macron's neoliberal 
regime, France has witnessed a series of po­
litical and economic crises. France, while 
seeking to arm itself in the context that has 
developed with the war between Russia and 
Ukraine, is pursuing serious austerity poli­
cies to control the growing deficit and debt 
of the state budget. And, of course, all these 
austerity measures affect public spending 
first and foremost: education, health, and 
transportation.

The La Renaissance political bloc, 
which pursues these policies, is losing 
ground in parliament every day, unable to 
pass laws without resorting to the infamous 
Article 49.3. Governments are short­lived. 
After the Front National's victory in the 
2024 European Parliament elections, 
Macron dissolved parliament. After the sub­
sequent elections, he refused to grant the 
majority party, La France Insoumise (LFI), 
the authority to form a government, spark­
ing protests. Although it is essential for 
those in power, and for the capitalists who 
control them, to pass the budget to protect 
their profits, they do not have a majority in 
parliament on their own and are unable to 
form a coalition. Due to the resulting gov­
ernment crisis, there have been three prime 
ministers in the last 18 months.

Today, we see a France where the wel­
fare state has been weakened and where at­
tempts to cut state aid and public policies 
continue through various political maneu­
vers. Education and health budgets have 
been drastically reduced, causing teacher 
and staff shortages, overcrowding, and ser­
vice disruptions. The transport sector has 
been privatized, many regional lines are 
closing, and ticket prices are rising due to 
competition with other companies.

Anti­immigrant laws and policies are 
prominent, in response to the demagoguery 
of the Front National, which claims that the 
country is being invaded by immigrants; the 
Minister of the Interior has boasted on so­
cial media about the reduction in visas and 
asylum applications.

The housing problem has persisted for 
years and is worsening as private construc­
tion for profit and rent is demolishing so­
cial housing and replacing it with luxury 
housing, driving poor working­class com­
munities out of the cities.

Yet the rich are not taxed, and tax 
evaders are forgiven or receive discounts.

The army, police, and gendarmerie are 
equipped with the latest technology and, to­
gether with military companies, demon­
strate and sell their goods all over the world. 
The concentration of companies that priva­
tize, monopolize, and devour everything 
continues.

A crisis was reached when Minister 
Bayrou proposed reducing vacation days 
and increasing austerity measures. At the 
end of August, workers decided to take to 
the streets, both through unions and indi­
vidually. This marked the beginning of the 
autumn mobilizations. The first move was 
made by this independent popular move­
ment. Union leaders kept their distance, but 
in the end, not with all their strength, in the 
first week of September they announced the 
first strikes.

First, on September 8, Bayrou resigned 
after losing a vote of confidence. In the fol­
lowing days, President Macron replaced 
him with Sébastien Lecornu, former Minis­
ter of Defense, close to the National Front.

Two days later, the first “Bloquons­
tout” (Let's block everything) mobilization 
began, inspired by the Gilets Jaunes (Yel­
low Vests) movement. It is a movement that 
is organized in neighborhoods and draws on 
different ideologies, from anarchists to so­
cialists and social democrats, but they claim 
to be outside the unions and remain non­
partisan. They want to adopt “different tac­
tics” from those of the parties and trade 
unions in order to create a “popular force” 
capable of exerting pressure on the state: 
blocking strategic points throughout the 

country such as roads and highways, junc­
tions, and train and subway stations.

Early in the morning of September 10, 
trade union or occasional groups began 
their attempts to block traffic. Small groups 
moved around, creating short­lived obstruc­
tions, while larger groups blocked specific 
points for longer periods. At the same time, 
in neighborhoods inhabited by the commu­
nities, pickets blocked markets, canteens, 
and similar public spaces.

The police attempted to repress the 
movement, with groups playing cat and 
mouse in the cities. Some gatherings in 
communities were dispersed with tear gas 
and sound bombs. The number of arrests 
and injuries due to police violence was par­
ticularly high in Paris, Marseille, and Lyon, 
exceeding recent precedents. At the end of 
the day, the various groups in each city de­
cided to meet regularly to continue the 
movement by setting up action committees, 
also coordinated with the unions.

The popular movement continued its 
actions and meetings in October, albeit with 
less vigor. Neighborhood and class­based 
groups intersect, communicate, and some­
times coordinate.

All this, of course, has its limits: the 
confused social base, the lack of organiza­
tion, and the lack of political direction mean 
that reformist, populist, and radical illusions 
prevail over class demands. The individual 
basis and the assembly mechanism make 
any decision to take action very slow or 
even impossible, with everything remain­
ing decentralized and spontaneous.

September 18 continued along these 
lines. However, it was joined by strikes and 
pickets organized by the unions, which in­
volved a more unionized and class­con­
scious crowd. The blockades began in the 
morning with strikes and workplace occu­
pations and the participation of a growing 
number of other unions, and turned into 
demonstrations in the afternoon and united 
marches.

The police intervened in the same way, 
with heavy use of pepper spray, sound 
bombs, and arrests.

While the strike clearly demonstrated 
the working class's reaction to current con­
ditions, it also highlighted the shortcomings 
of the trade union movement. The debate 
over whether to consider the letter sent by 
the unions to the minister as an ultimatum 
revealed a rift between the union's rank and 
file and its leadership. The workers' desire 
for action clashes with the conciliatory and 
reformist approach of the leaders, and the 
movement risks being stifled by the inter­
nal dynamics of the union itself. Although 
the success of the strikes demonstrates how 
essential working­class organization and 
demands are, reformism and the transfor­
mation of the current organizations in Eu­
rope into regime unions pose a serious 
problem for the class struggle.

At the end of September, when talks 
with Lecornu proved fruitless, a new strike 
day was declared for October 2. The union 
demands, together with the European 
protests sparked by the Israeli army's 
seizure of the Sumud flotilla bound for 
Palestine, succeeded in bringing a signifi­
cant section of the working class across 
France onto the streets, albeit with less mas­
sive participation than on September 18. 
The working class nevertheless took to the 
streets both to defend its rights and to reject 
imperialist war.

The government, however, has refused 
to back down and is attempting to violently 
repress all opposition. To resist oppressive 
capitalism, it is essential that the working 
class unite in its own organization, in mili­
tant class­based unions. But for their strug­
gle for life and liberation, they need the 
leadership of the International Communist 
Party. Without a collective historical and 
scientific program, the uprisings cannot 
guarantee that the demands of the working 
masses will be met.

Even in the current interclass struggle 
in France, the working masses must prepare 
to fight against the exploitative order of 
capital, around their own party, in order to 
eliminate the capitalist system that op­
presses, exploits, divides, excludes, and de­
stroys.

Strikes in Italy Against the War
The bourgeoisie knows full well that 

the proletarian masses do not want war, and 
the huge demonstrations in Italy in recent 
weeks against the genocide in Gaza confirm 
this clearly.

Bourgeois regimes define all their 
conflicts as “existential” in order to 
convince workers to accept the risk of 
sacrificing their own lives, as if their 
existence depended on the existence of the 
class regime that oppresses them.

And in fact, this is true: war is an 
existential struggle for every bourgeoisie. 
But not because it will perish if defeated by 
the opposing bourgeoisie. On the contrary, 
it would only lose a share of its profits, but 
it would always remain a privileged class, 
dominant over the working class. It would 
continue its business, with the privilege of 
fully enjoying the exploitation of its portion 
of the world proletariat. War is existential 
for every bourgeoisie for a very different 
reason: if it fails to convince and send the 
proletarians to the front to massacre their 
class brothers in uniform from another 
country, it will be suppressed by the 
proletarian revolution.

The bourgeoisie quickly learned to turn 
the workers' generous desire for peace to 
the ends of its war. For this reason, in every 
country it tries not to appear as the 
aggressor but as the victim of aggression. 
War is always waged in the name of peace, 
endangered by the warmongering adversary. 
And the enemy is always a worse regime, 
an anomaly in bourgeois democracy, a 
madness, a fascism.

That fascism, that war, that madness, 
are instead part of the natural course of 
capitalism; indeed, they express its most 
intimate nature. War matures in the 
economic underbelly of capitalist society, 
and fascism is the content of bourgeois 
regimes, which becomes increasingly 
apparent as they progressively rush into it.

The regime, the head of state, and the 
exceptionally insane and evil ideology of 
the enemy are convenient for all 
bourgeoisies, because they justify conflict 
and prepare for war in “defense of peace,” 
democracy, and the homeland.

These concepts are well expressed by 
the most popular Italian song in the marches 
where opportunism still reigns supreme: 
“One morning I woke up and found the 
invader...” Defense of the homeland and 
liberation from fascism make an imperialist 
war a just war, for which the proletariat can, 
indeed must, fight and give its life.

The fundamental battlefield between 
revolutionary communism and opportunism 
is the trade union movement.

In Italy, the movement against the war 
in Gaza, which for months had been limited 
to small demonstrations, has grown 
remarkably since the end of August. One of 
the factors behind this sudden growth has 
been the grassroots unions, in particular the 
USB, which called a general strike for 
September 22 together with the CUB, SGB, 
and ADL Cobas.

The USB dockworkers in Genoa had 
already engaged in actions against the 
shipment of weapons and subsequently in 
a food drive promoted by a Genoese pacifist 
association, then partly loaded onto sailing 
boats – on which the national coordinator 
of USB dockworkers also set sail – which 
joined others from Spain, Tunisia, and 
Greece with the aim of bringing aid to Gaza 
by “breaking the naval blockade.” The food 
collection was met with enormous 
participation from the Genoese population, 
as was the demonstration held on the 
evening of Saturday, August 30, to see off 
the boats as they set sail.

At the end of the demonstration, with 
about 25,000 participants, a USB 
dockworker announced his union's intention 
to promote a national general strike. This 
actually took place at a meeting with 600 
participants at the Port Authority Club on 
the evening of Thursday, September 11, 
setting the strike for the following Monday, 
September 22.

Our comrades distributed a flyer 
specially drafted for the demonstration on 
August 30, the same one at the meeting on 

September 11 and at another demonstration 
on the 17th.

One of our comrades spoke at the 
assembly of the USB confederal 
coordination in Genoa, in front of 37 
delegates, arguing that the war in Gaza 
should not be seen as an anomaly in 
capitalism—a sort of eternal struggle of 
democracy against fascism, of Good against 
Evil in secular form—but as a stage in 
capitalism's march toward world war. He 
then pointed to the rebirth of a class­based 
trade union movement and the unity of 
workers in all countries as the way to stop 
this catastrophe. In Italy, the movement 
against the war in Israel must take the form 
of a struggle by the working class.

When the CGIL realized that the strike 
promoted by USB, CUB, SGB, and ADL 
had a high chance of success, it hastily 
decided to call another strike for the 
previous working day, Friday, September 
19, with the clear aim of weakening, i.e., 
sabotaging, the strike on the 22nd. This 
cowardly action backfired, with many 
members and activists becoming angry with 
the CGIL leadership and striking on the 
22nd.

Our comrades took part in both the 
demonstrations for the strike on the 19th, 
with the leaflet already distributed on 
August 30, and on the 22nd, with a new 
text.

The strike on the 22nd was a great 
success, especially due to the success of the 
demonstrations in over 70 cities (20,000 
participants in Genoa, over 50,000 in 
Rome) but also, in some categories, due to 
the level of participation: the figure of 
11.3% is very positive for schools, where in 
recent years the most successful strikes, 
even when called by the CGIL, have not 
exceeded 7%; at INPS (the Italian social 
security agency), participation was 47%; 
among railway workers, it was 30%.

It is extremely significant that this 
movement of popular indignation, which 
suddenly exploded, has been channelled 
into the trade unions of the working class 
and that young people and the middle 
classes have instinctively joined in the 
initiatives promoted by the unions. It is also 
significant that the strike was organized by 
the grassroots unions.

It should also be noted that the vast 
majority of participants in the 
demonstrations go far beyond the sphere of 
influence of the Palestinian bourgeois 
political organizations and beyond the 
parties to which the leaders of the grassroots 
unions belong, allowing our party to carry 
out its propaganda.

It is opportunism that directs these 
unions and these demonstrations. The 
party's expected and always claimed task is 
to fight against opportunism in the trade 
union movement, to thwart the bourgeois 
maneuver aimed at diverting the 
spontaneous, generous but naive pacifism 
of the workers for the purposes of 
propaganda for the next imperialist war.

In our interventions, with our leaflets
—the only ones at these demonstrations to 
give workers a clear direction of struggle 
consistent with revolutionary communism
—we have highlighted how the working 
class is the only social force capable, if 
directed by the Communist Party through 
the transmission belt of class­based trade 
union organizations, of preventing the 
outbreak of the Third World War, to which 
capitalism is leading us, or of stopping it if 
it should begin.

Opportunism seems to assert 
something similar, but it plays on the 
ambiguity of its statements and on the 
naivety of the working masses. We can 
roughly distinguish two groups of 
opportunist propaganda in the 
demonstrations against the genocide in 
Gaza.

A majority of the leaders of the 
organizing organizations (but a minority 
among the demonstrators as the movement 
has grown) trust in the action of certain 
bourgeois states, which, they say, are better 
than those they point to as solely 
responsible for the war. The conflict in 
Gaza, they say, is not the result of a clash 

between imperialisms, in which the Gazans 
are crushed, but only of the special 
wickedness of the United States and Israel. 
A cultural fact, one might say, if not worse: 
the Americans, the Zionists, the Jews…

These groups end up seeking salvation 
in the intervention of states, with workers 
fighting for bourgeois “left­wing” 
governments, not realizing that this 
alternation and false opposition is a trap to 
prevent the proletariat from taking the path 
of struggle, of offensive, that is, of 
revolution, remaining instead nailed to the 
“defense of democracy from fascism.”

Most of the masses who filled the huge 
demonstrations between late August and 
early October are not so naive as to not 
understand how anti­proletarian and 
militaristic all the states of the world have 
become. Nevertheless, the illusion remains 
that only a demonstration of popular 
opinion can induce the governments of so­
called democratic countries to change their 
policies and stop the war.

This leads to falling in line with the lies 
of the bourgeois left­wing parties and the 
parliamentary toy. We remain silent on the 
fact that all bourgeois states will be led into 
imperialist war by material forces that they 
will never want or be able to stop, and that 
they will do whatever is necessary to 
convince the proletariat to fight and die. 
This can already be seen in a party such as 
the PD, with its contortions on the question 
of European rearmament.

Bourgeois pacifism does not put an end 
to war. When the “fascist” Italian 
government sent a frigate to escort Italian 
citizens aboard some of the “Flotilla” boats
—as Spain and Turkey had done—the 
representative of the most left­wing party in 
parliament (Fratoianni of Alleanza Verdi 
Sinistra), after congratulating the Foreign 
Minister, said: “Our frigate should violate 
the blockade and ensure that aid reaches 
Gaza.” Entering a war zone with warships 
means entering the war!     If the Italian 
bourgeoisie today were to take the opposite 
side in the conflict between imperialisms, 
that is, against Israel and the United States, 
and had sent a contingent to fight alongside 
the so­called “Palestinian resistance,” that 
is, Hamas and the bourgeois states that 
support it or have supported it, these 
warmongers disguised as pacifists would be 
the first to put on their helmets, or rather, 
they would impose them on the workers!

The possibility of bourgeois Italy 
changing sides may seem remote today, but 
let us remember that it did so in two world 
wars. Italian capitalists have always 
cultivated an anti­American party, giving it 
space and political maneuverability. Even 
sectors of the bourgeois right are known to 
have this orientation, if only because, as is 
well known, it was Mussolini who waged 
the anti­American war, following Hitler's 
lead. The Italian bourgeoisie has also always 
cultivated friendships with Palestinian 
nationalist parties and parts of the Arab 
world, as well as with the Iranian regime. 
Former President Cossiga explained how 
UNIFIL in Lebanon turned a blind eye to 
allow Hezbollah to arm itself south of the 
Litani River. The Italian bourgeois regime 
cultivated its imperialist backyard in the 
Mediterranean, on its southern shore and 
further afield, before and after the Second 
World War. Since 1945, this has taken place 
within the limits imposed by US 
imperialism. In view of the third world war, 
a new about­turn is by no means impossible, 
in keeping with the honored tradition of our 
bourgeoisie.

It is up to the Communist Party to 
prevent the workers' movement from falling 
for these deceptions and maneuvers. Most 
workers will never want war, but without 
the presence and roots of the International 
Communist Party within the unions, they 
would easily be disoriented by opportunism, 
which will justify participation in the 
conflict with every petty argument.

Only the working class can prevent or 
stop imperialist war, with its increasingly 
powerful strike movement. But this will 
mean revolution, as October 1917 teaches 
us: the Bolsheviks were the only party in 
the history of capitalism to stop war.

Gaza is the Future of Capitalism for the Whole World. Only the 
Struggle of the Working Class can Prevent it.

In Italy, the movement against the war 
in Gaza has been channeled into the trade 
unions. This has been one of the factors in 
its strengthening and has led to a first par­
tial but positive development: from an in­
terclassist opinion movement to 
working­class action against the war. It was 
a first step in this direction, but a decisive 
one, in terms of a national general strike.

The importance of this social alignment 
against the war lies in two aspects. The first 
is that workers have been called upon and 
identified as the subject of the struggle 
against growing warmongering throughout 
the world. Of course, only we communists 
know that only the international revolution 
of the working class can stop imperialist 
war, while workers may believe that a peace­
ful strike is sufficient to achieve this goal. 
But it is a step in the right direction, and the 
party finally had the opportunity to explain 
to the striking workers how war can be con­
fronted.

It was a political strike. Everything is 
politics, but war is the maximum point of 
convergence and fusion between the imme­
diate, basic, economic needs and problems 
of workers, in short, their trade union de­
mands, and a political demand. This is all 
the more true as war draws nearer.

While all the anti­communists, when it 
comes to the conflict in Gaza, have argued 
that there is no need to bother with such a 
distant problem, the strike has shaken the 
internationalist instinct of the working class, 
which is convinced that this is not the case.

The second reason of great importance 
in this mobilization against the war in Gaza 
is that it was initiated by grassroots trade 
unionism  not out of a vain recognition of 
primogeniture, but in recognition of a chain 
of social actions and reactions of consider­
able general and permanent importance. This 
also confirms the predicted dynamics and 
the consequent trade union policy of our 
party, and only our party.

The grassroots unions have gathered 
the indignation of the workers and their con­
cern about the war, and have managed to re­
spond to it.

The CGIL, on the other hand, had never 

even considered the possibility of resorting 
to strike action. Thus, something that had 
never happened before occurred: the largest 
union of the regime had to follow in the 
footsteps of the grassroots unions. First, it 
tried unsuccessfully to sabotage the strike 
called by USB, CUB, SGB, and ADL for 
Monday, September 22. This had been an­
nounced in Genoa on Thursday, September 
11, during an evening meeting at the Port 
Authority Club, attended by about 600 work­
ers and broadcast live on the Unione Sinda­
cale di Base web channel.

On September 16, the CGIL decided to 
call a general strike, but one working day 
earlier, on the 19th! Moreover, as it did not 
fall within the notice period imposed by the 
anti­strike law, wanted by CGIL, CISL, and 
UIL (Law 146 of 1990), all categories af­
fected by the law were excluded from this 
“separate and competing” strike! As a re­
sult, many CGIL members and delegates 
were furious with the leadership for clearly 
dividing and sabotaging the struggle pro­
moted by the grassroots unions, and just as 
many went on strike on the 22nd instead of 
the 19th. Teachers were the category that 
most participated in the strike.

This event, historic for the trade union 
movement in Italy in recent decades, is 
bound to mark a strengthening of the grass­
roots unions, especially the USB, and a 
weakening of the CGIL. This is also true 
when looking at the young people who are 
not yet workers, who filled the demonstra­
tions and who will join unions in the future. 
Now, in the meantime, they know that there 
is a union that is more combative than the 
CGIL.

In response to the slap in the face it re­
ceived and in an attempt to remedy its 
shameful conduct towards its rank and file, 
which was in favor of mobilization, the CGIL 
decided to call a second general strike, this 
time together with the USB and other grass­
roots unions! This too is unprecedented in 
the Italian trade union movement since the 
first grassroots unions were formed in 1980.

It has happened—unfortunately rarely 
due to the well­known sectarianism of the 
grassroots union leaderships—that they have 
joined general strikes promoted by the CGIL. 
A positive example was the general strike 
on November 29 last year, which most grass­
roots unions joined. The USB leadership 
was the only one not to do so and to call a 
strike on December 13, on its own.

The joint strike between grassroots 
unions and the CGIL on October 3 is a prece­
dent to be used in future union battles. It 
must not become an exception linked to the 
issue of genocide in Gaza. Within the grass­
roots unions, we must fight to ensure that 
this path is pursued in future struggles, start­
ing in the coming weeks. Certainly, many 
workers who are members of the CGIL want 
to continue in this direction. Putting the 
CGIL leadership to the test on the terrain of 
united action will mean opening up the dis­
cussion within this union, bringing its struc­
ture into conflict with the combative part of 
its base, and unmasking those leaders of mi­
nority areas and factions who are ready to 
sacrifice crucial decisions for the class­based 
trade union movement in order to maintain 
their leadership positions in that union.

Unity in the struggles of the grassroots 
unions and between them and the CGIL:

­ would strengthen the strikes;
­ would allow grassroots unions, where 

the CGIL is likely to call for strikes of a few 
hours, divided by region and territory, to re­
launch with longer and more united strikes, 
exposing the CGIL once again to the risk of 
finding itself playing catch­up;

­ would bring workers still affiliated 
with the CGIL into greater contact with mil­
itant unionism;

­ it could not fail to call into question 
trade union unity with the CISL and UIL, 
the cornerstone of regime trade unionism 
for over 70 years;

­ to the extent that the workers' strug­
gle is strengthened, it would lead to the split 
of the CGIL and the birth of a large class­
based trade union in Italy, dealing a deadly 
blow to collaborationist and regime trade 
unionism.

These are therefore events with poten­
tially important consequences, resulting 
from the intervention of grassroots unions 
in the movement against the war and geno­
cide in Gaza. They confirm at least two fun­
damental trade union policies of the 
International Communist Party:

1) In Italy, the class­based union will 
be reborn outside and against the regime 
unions (CGIL, CISL, UIL, UGL);

2) The unity of action of militant trade 
unionism – in a united class­based trade 
union front that includes grassroots unions 
and militant minorities within CGIL – in 
joint strikes is the best way to accelerate the 
process of rebirth of the class­based union.

In addition to the above, there are two 
other important consequences of the inter­
vention of grassroots unions in the move­
ment against the war in Gaza:

1) Two general strikes took place – with 
minority participation but which shook the 
capitalist economy and brought hundreds 
of thousands of workers onto the streets in 
over 70 cities – in the space     (cont pg 6) 
of just 11 days: this has never happened 
since the end of World War II;

2) The second mobilization, on Octo­
ber 3, took place in violation of the anti­
strike law: CGIL and USB appealed to a re­
actionary clause of this law, which allows 
for exceptions in cases of “danger to the 
constitutional order,” thereby confirming 
their anti­communism. And the strike went 
ahead despite the ruling against it by the 
Guarantee Commission, which obviously 
did not accept the interpretation of the two 
union leaders, which was clearly specious. 
If sanctions are imposed on the unions and 
workers, what will the CGIL and grassroots 
unions do? Will they respond with a strike? 
This is also a dangerous precedent for regime 
unionism and employers, and a lesson for 
workers: if you are sufficiently united, in 
the face of a mass movement, there is no 
law that can stop the strike!

Excerpts from the Leaflets We 
Distributed at the Demonstrations on 
August 30, September 22, October 3, 
and October 4

Two years of war have caused outrage 
and anger to grow around the world over 
the massacre, which has risen to the level 
of genocide, of the population of the Gaza 
Strip. More and more people finally feel the 
need to act collectively against this bar­
barism and to show that indifference, indi­
vidualism, and resignation—fueled by 

While the Bourgeoisies Prepare Their Future Slaughter the Boeing 
War Machine Exploits the Workers Today

As of August, 3,200 IAM workers have 
been out striking at the Boeing manufactur­
ing facility in St. Louis, MO demanding bet­
ter pay and conditions. This facility 
primarily produces commodities for what is 
known as the “defense” industry; meaning, 
the production of the tools of proletarian 
slaughter, and part of the larger network of 
US weapons manufacturing for its role of 
leading weapons supplier and profiteer of 
global conflict. 

Boeing, plagued with the troubles of 
crashing profit rates in recent years from the 
various manifestations of the overproduc­
tion crisis and the natural laws of bourgeois 
economics, has repeatedly pushed its bur­
dens onto the workers, whether it be from 
large layoffs or major concessions from the 
workers on their contracts. In 2014, the 
company removed the false safety­net pen­
sion plans for the workers, revealing the 
fickleness of bourgeois welfare and “com­
pany benefits”. These “concessions of the 
bourgeoisie”, as the social democrats like to 
frame it, are more accurately concessions of 

the workers, who have shackled themselves 
to the abusive slave master who can 
threaten to pull the plug when the workers 
get “too out of line.”

In March, Boeing was bestowed a $20 
Billion defense contract to produce the 
newest generation of F­47 fighter jets by the 
US government to be produced in the St. 
Louis facility as well as secured $155 mil­
lion in tax breaks by the city. The Trump 
administration has gone to certain lengths 
to not only “protect” Boeing from the on­
going trade war but has also facilitated a 
$522 billion deal with Qatar, using the US 
imperialist influence to both bolster the 
company on the verge of collapse and 
strengthen US control in the middle east. 

With demand increasing, the company 
will certainly feel pressure from any inter­
ruption in production and the workers are 
right in withholding their labor power to de­
mand higher wages, refusing anything less. 
Despite local union leadership pretending 
to praise the solidarity of the workers in the 
media spotlight, they simultaneously sug­

gested workers approve the company’s con­
tract proposal in July. The opportunist union 
leaders said in a public statement that work­
ers deserve “a contract reflecting their skill, 
dedication, and the critical role they play in 
our nation's defense”. 

Workers are already seeing that even 
as the bourgeoisies move to fanatically 
rearm themselves in a necessary move to 
obliterate the surplus of capital that haunts 
the bourgeois in this period of an ongoing 
overproduction crisis through war, they are 
forced into sacrifices even before the blood­
shed begins. The proletariat is asked to mar­
tyr themselves economically for the 
“defense of the nation”, when in reality the 
enemy of the US proletariat is inside its bor­
ders; it is the national ruling class, the bour­
geoisie. The further the unions integrate 
themselves into the regime, serving only to 
facilitate contracts of legal slavery, the 
weaker the collective power of the prole­
tariat, becoming lackeys for the labor aris­
tocracy and the bourgeoisie. 

Scott Mayer, who is           (cont pg 6) 
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capitalism—are not irrevocable.
In Italy, a very important step forward 

in this direction has been taken by the grass­
roots unions – with the USB dockworkers 
of Genoa leading the way – who have called 
a general strike, elevating a vast movement 
of opinion to a struggle of the working class.

This is fundamental because the war in 
Gaza has shown that in capitalism, only the 
balance of power counts, not opinions, even 
if expressed by millions of people.

It is not by appealing to institutions and 
international law that we can hope to put an 
end to this and other conflicts, because the 
subjects to whom we appeal, the bourgeois 
states, are the real instigators of wars: both 
when they are directly involved and when 
they act by proxy.

Wars under capitalism are not caused 
by the evil or madness of this or that head 
of state—Hitler, Saddam, Putin, Trump, Ne­
tanyahu—nor by particularly reactionary 
ideologies—Nazism, radical Islam, religious 
Zionism—but always by the enormous cap­
italist economic interests protected by bour­
geois states.

Capitalism needs war to survive the 
economic crisis of overproduction, which 
devours it like a cancer, and to keep the 
working class oppressed, whose living con­
ditions worsen every day due to the effects 
of the crisis being dumped on its shoulders. 
This is why conflicts are multiplying, all 
states are rearming and pushing towards a 
third world war.

In Gaza and Israel, people are dying 
not for Zionism or Islamism but for capital­
ism! Israel is a vassal state of the US, just 
as Hamas is a vassal state of the regional 
and world powers that pretend to support 
the Palestinians—Iran, Qatar, Turkey, and 
behind them China—only to compete for 
markets and regional and world domination, 
in a web of interests in which the proletar­
ians of Palestine and the entire area are 
crushed. This is true in the Middle East as 
it is throughout the world.

The feelings that the genocide in Gaza 
triggers must not prevent us from seeing that 
this is not a distortion of capitalism but a 
barbarity that is part of its march towards 
war. Even the states in Europe have launched 
their rearmament plan and promise to more 
than double their military spending to 5% 
of GDP, taking resources away from health, 
education, pensions, and wages. Gaza is the 
future that awaits workers around the world 
if they do not organize and fight back effec­
tively!

War can only be stopped by a force 
greater than capitalism. Only the working 
class in all countries has this force. The strike 
against war is therefore not only an expres­
sion of opinion but above all a concrete act 
of the working class against it. Faced with 
the demand for new sacrifices for rearma­
ment and war, the proletariat responds with 
a strike.

Striking today against the genocide in 
Gaza and against the war machine advanc­
ing throughout the world means fighting in 
defense of wages, working conditions, and 
social spending, which all bourgeois par­
ties, both right and left, want to cut. And 
when workers fight for their own interests 
as an exploited social class, even if they are 
unaware of it, they are fighting against war! 
It is not a question of “convincing” the rul­
ing class, but of bending it with the force of 
strikes and class struggle. A strike move­
ment against the war that is advancing 
throughout the world and that must neces­
sarily become international.

The general strike on September 22 was 
called by the grassroots unions (USB, CUB, 
SGB, ADL) . UIL and CISL have made it 
clear that they are not interested. The CGIL, 
which had never declared its intention to re­
sort to a strike against the war in Gaza, 
hastily proclaimed one for September 19, 
when it became clear that the one on the 
22nd was likely to be successful. This 
shameless act of sabotage against the grass­
roots unions' strike confirms that the CGIL 
is a regime union, tied hand and foot to the 
ruling class and its political regime, and that 
a genuine class union can only be reborn 
outside and against it!

Faced with the success of the strike on 
the 22nd and the protests of many members, 
the CGIL leadership tried to remedy the sit­
uation with a sensational rectification of its 
conduct and by calling a general strike on 
October 3rd together with the grassroots 
unions! This is an extremely positive devel­
opment because it strengthens and radical­
izes the strike.

In all countries, the working class must 
fight against regime unionism, which ties 
the fate of workers to that of the company 
and national capitalism – which they call 
“homeland” or “country” – in order to build 
genuine class unions.

In Germany, the largest trade union con­
federation, the DGB, supports the rearma­
ment plan. In the US, the largest union in 
the automotive sector – the UAW – supports 
the US bourgeoisie's tariff policy. Even in 
Israel, where for months hundreds of thou­
sands have been taking to the streets every 
week to protest against the war and numer­
ous reservists have refused to be called up, 
it will not be possible to stop the war wanted 
by the Israeli bourgeois regime until the 
movement rises up in a general struggle of 
the working class. But to do this, the con­
trol of the regime's Histadrut union over the 
workers must be broken, as it opposed the 
general strike against the war and the teach­
ers' strike against wage cuts as a result of 
the war economy.

Against the war in Gaza, against all 
wars, we must fight within the unions to ag­
itate for an international general strike 
against imperialist war, pointing the way to 
international unity of all workers, including 
Israelis and Palestinians! Only this interna­
tional solidarity and struggle of the work­
ing class will emancipate the Palestinians, 
like all national minorities, from the infa­
mous, almost century­long oppression to 
which they are subjected.

It is not only in Gaza that the barbarity 
of war is evident: even more victims have 
been caused by the civil war in Syria from 
2011 to 2018 and the famine in Sudan. What 
makes the destruction of Gaza special to­
day is that on one side of the front it is be­
ing carried out by a democratic state – the 
“only democracy in the Middle East,” as it 
claims – supported by the “greatest democ­
racy in the world,” i.e., the US, by both 
Democratic and Republican administrations, 
and other democracies, starting with Ger­
many and Italy. The war in Gaza has shown 
that democracies carry out massacres and 
wars just like authoritarian regimes. This is 
because they are all bourgeois, capitalist 
regimes: the form of government – demo­
cratic, authoritarian, theocratic – has value 
only insofar as it is more or less useful for 
maintaining control over the working class.

Striking today against the war in Gaza 
is the first step in preventing war when it 
comes to our doorstep in the near future and 
becomes global. Then we will need a real 
and strong class­based union capable of or­
ganizing  strikes  that  bring national capi­
talism to its knees for days. This will mean 
clashing in every country with its own bour­
geois state and its repression. Imperialist 
war between capitalist states can only be 
stopped by class struggle, that is, by revo­
lution!

­ Against imperialist wars!
­ For class war!
­ For communist revolution!

Boeing’s chief labor council and also a 
Trump appointee to the National Labor Re­

While the Bourgeoisies...
(continued from pg. 5)

lations Board (NLRB), spoke on the Boe­
ing strike while being reviewed at a recent 
Senate committee hearing, saying “the con­
cept of fairness” (in the context of a con­
tract) “is an elusive one.” And to this end, 
this is true. What “fairness” can be negoti­
ated between a slave and master, while si­
multaneously perpetuating this social 
relationship? 

“...the wage worker has permission to 
work for his own subsistence—that is, to 
live, only insofar as he works for a certain 
time gratis for the capitalist (and hence also 
for the latter's co­consumers of surplus 
value); that the whole capitalist system of 
production turns on the increase of this 
gratis labor by extending the working day, 
or by developing the productivity—that is, 
increasing the intensity or labor power, etc.; 
that, consequently, the system of wage la­
bor is a system of slavery, and indeed of a 
slavery which becomes more severe in pro­
portion as the social productive forces of la­
bor develop, whether the worker receives 
better or worse payment…It is as if, among 
slaves who have at last got behind the se­
cret of slavery and broken out in rebellion, 
a slave still in thrall to obsolete notions 
were to inscribe on the program of the re­
bellion: Slavery must be abolished because 
the feeding of slaves in the system of slav­
ery cannot exceed a certain low maximum!” 
(Critique of the Gotha Programme)

The union struggle is in itself as 
ephemeral as the capitalist system from 
which it arises. An indefinite ‘democratic’ 
facilitation of class collaboration between 
the bourgeoisie and the workers for petty 
legal and monetary agreements, serves only 
the bourgeoisie. That is why unions should 
be understood, not as revolutionary organi­
zations, but “schools of class struggle”, they 
are the organizations that unite the workers 
on the grounds of economic interests and 
reveal the ruthless lengths at which the dic­
tatorship of the bourgeoisie will go to de­
prive the workers, cutting through the 
‘patriotic’ veneer of union nationalism. As 
the unions and workers strengthen their uni­
fication on class grounds and form “class 
unions” rather than fascistic regime unions, 
the greater the success of their economic 
gains, but syndicalism is not enough to free 
the proletariat. Only a world communist 
party and the destruction of bourgeois insti­
tutions, including eventually the unions 
themselves, can truly overturn the anarchis­
tic hell of capitalism.

The “anti­war” strikes that have ap­
peared, including the substantial develop­
ments in Italy and with the dockworkers of 
Europe, are positive developments in that 
the proletariat has recognized a divergence 
of interests with the bourgeois warmongers 
and have refused to put targets on them­
selves in the struggle between nations, 
choosing instead to unite in coordinated 
general strikes, but without the leadership 
of the Communist Party, pushing past the 
hard limit of trade­union consciousness as 
described by Lenin, the smashing of the 
bourgeois state is impossible and war is in­
evitable. 

The war industry is naturally deeply 
tied to the respective bourgeois state and 
therefore poses a conflict of interest for the 
proletariat that, like the eventual proletar­
ian soldiers who, when asked to walk into 
the crucible of an imperialist war, will be 
unable to self­organize on the basis of “mu­
tual interest”  and turn the the war between 
nations into a war between classes. 

Immigrant Workers in Wisconsin and Chicago Take Strike Action
Immigrant workers are fighting back 

amid a new wave of vicious attacks by the 
state, targeting both immigrant workers and 
the broader working class in the United 
States and internationally. These attacks 
have taken the form of mass arrests and de­
tentions carried out by ICE (Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement), a federal agency 
under the U.S. Department of Homeland Se­
curity tasked with enforcing immigration 
law.

Such agencies and their operations are 
justified in the name of “national security,” 
which in reality means protecting the ruling 
class’s ability to accumulate profit while 
disciplining and controlling the working 
class. Historically and today, the capitalist 
class has used immigration policing and law 
to meet its labor needs and as a weapon to 
enforce hyper­exploitation by forcing un­
documented immigrants, one of the most 
oppressed sections of the working class, to 
live and work in constant fear of deporta­
tion and the loss of their livelihoods.

In the face of these attacks, immigrant 
workers are organizing and fighting back.

The Dairy Workers’ Strike in 
Wisconsin

On August 12, forty­three workers at 
W&W Dairy in Monroe, Wisconsin, went 
on strike in response to new anti­immigrant 
policies introduced after the company was 
acquired by the Kansas­based Dairy Farm­
ers of America (DFA). The strikers, nearly 
all Latino immigrants, demanded severance 
pay and the payout of accumulated paid time 
off after being ordered to verify their immi­
gration status through E­Verify, a federal 
system run by the Department of Homeland 
Security and the Social Security Adminis­
tration. E­Verify allows employers to check 
whether workers are authorized to work in 
the U.S. by comparing information from 
their I­9 forms against government records.

W&W Dairy gave its entire workforce 
until August 30 to provide proof of legal sta­
tus through E­Verify. Nearly half of the 
roughly 100 employees quit immediately, 
but 43 long­serving workers refused, instead 
demanding three weeks of severance for ev­
ery year worked. Management rejected their 
demand and in a move of intimidation threat­
ened to call ICE if they continued their strike. 
A clear use of the intended purpose of im­
migration enforcement and the State to en­
force higher rates of exploitation for the 
bosses through the use of fear and threats of 
deportation and detention. 

These workers form a tight­knit, com­
munity­based workforce, informally orga­
nized outside the restrictive labor laws and 
state­controlled union frameworks imposed 
on workers.

The implementation of the E­Verify 
system in this context represents yet another 
attack of the boss. It is a means of purging 
undocumented workers and blackmailing 
the remaining workforce into submission. 
It is not about replacing undocumented 
workers with U.S.­born citizens but about 

cycling in new waves of immigrant labor, 
each group more deeply exploited and dis­
ciplined than the last.

The very existence of “undocumented” 
workers is no accident; it is a condition de­
liberately produced by the bourgeois state. 
By granting and withdrawing legal status at 
will, the state creates a precarious labor pool 
that can be easily exploited. For instance, 
the termination of Temporary Protected Sta­
tus (TPS) for Haitians, Salvadorans, and oth­
ers in 2017 and the shifting rules around 
TPS and work permits for Venezuelans and 
Haitians in recent years show how state de­
cisions manufacture illegality and keep im­
migrant labor vulnerable.

Dairy Farmers of America (DFA) con­
trols close to one­third of the U.S. milk sup­
ply, generating about $20 billion in annual 
revenue and ranking among the world’s 
largest dairy corporations. DFA employs 
over 19,000 people and runs more than 380 
facilities across the country, processing milk 
into cheese, butter, powdered milk, ice 
cream, and other products. While based in 
the U.S., DFA operates globally through ex­
ports and partnerships, giving it significant 
influence over both domestic and interna­
tional dairy markets. Many DFA workers 
are unionized, including under the Interna­
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters.

DFA has refused to meet their sever­
ance demands or retain the workers through 
the ownership transition. Many have been 
forced to seek new work while caring for 
their families and facing the violence of the 
capitalist immigration system.

The Mauser Strike in Chicago

Similar to the dairy workers, immigrant 
workers organized with the Teamsters in 
Chicago are also fighting back, through the 
withholding of their labor, the very lifeblood 
of the system that keeps anti­social, decay­
ing capitalism afloat.

Since June 9, 2025, more than 100 
workers at Mauser Packaging Solutions in 
Little Village, Chicago, have been on an 
open­ended strike. The workers, organized 
under Teamsters Local 705, are demanding 
workplace safety protections, higher wages, 
and written guarantees that ICE agents will 
not be allowed on company property with­
out a signed judicial warrant. They are also 
demanding advance notice of any I­9 au­
dits; document checks that often lead to the 
firing or detention of immigrant workers.

The Little Village plant, located in 
Chicago’s predominantly Latino, Spanish­
speaking neighborhood, reconditions used 
steel drums and industrial containers for re­
sale and reuse. The work is dangerous, in­
volving toxic chemicals and extreme heat. 
Many workers are Latino immigrants who 
have endured years of exploitation and in­
timidation from management. As one worker 
put it, they are treated by the company “like 
pack animals.”

Mauser Packaging Solutions, based in 
Oak Brook, Illinois, is a global corporation 
employing over 11,000 workers. Formed in 

2018 through the consolidation of four ma­
jor packaging companies, it produces metal 
and plastic containers used in industries 
worldwide. Mauser has a long record of anti­
worker practices, including using the threat 
of immigration enforcement in past disputes 
such as in Seattle to undermine strikes and 
weaken union power.

In Chicago, the strike has drawn “sup­
port” and appearances from Mayor Bran­
don Johnson, Rep. Jesús “Chuy” García, and 
Sen. Bernie Sanders. Johnson told the work­
ers, “This strike is leading the way to en­
sure that this country knows that workers 
run this country.” These politicians, like oth­
ers in the Democratic Party, ultimately serve 
the same capitalist system that criminalizes 
and exploits immigrant workers. While they 
speak of “worker power” and “solidarity,” 
they collaborate with Republicans and the 
ruling class to preserve the capitalist order; 
a system that keeps workers exploited, dis­
ciplined, and ready to be sent to war when 
the next imperialist conflict demands it.

As the Mauser strike continues, arrests 
of immigrant workers have taken place 
across Chicago, including in warehouses 
and food production plants. It is no coinci­
dence that Mauser refuses to include ICE 
protections in the contract given that em­
ployers rely on the fear generated by state 
repression to maintain control over immi­
grant labor.

The federal government has escalated 
workplace raids and mass detentions, tar­
geting both undocumented and legally 
present immigrants. These raids have be­
come more violent, including the shooting 
and killing of an unarmed undocumented 
person by an ICE agent in Franklin Park, 
Illinois, in September 2025. Immigration 
enforcement has become more aggressive 
nationwide, with coordinated operations in 
large immigrant centers such as Chicago 
and Los Angeles.

This escalation follows the passage of 
the “Big Beautiful Bill” by the current ad­
ministration, which drastically increased 
funding for ICE and the military. Thus ex­
panding the state’s capacity to detain, re­
press, and terrorize immigrants and 
working­class broadly.

The unity of the Mauser workers has 
been extraordinary. Not a single worker has 
crossed the picket line, and the vote to re­
ject the company’s most recent offer was 
100 percent unanimous. Workers have main­
tained their picket in a fenced and razor­
wired lot near the plant to protect themselves 
from police and ICE attacks. Despite man­
agement threats to shut the facility, the work­
ers remain strong.

Now entering its fourth month, the 
strike continues. Both sides remain en­
trenched, with the company escalating its 
threats and announcing “tentative” plans to 
close the plant in late November 2025.

Yet their courage stands as an example 
for the entire working class, showing that 
only through struggle, unity, and strike ac­
tion can workers defend themselves against 
exploitation, repression, and the violence of 
the capitalist state.

The Party’s Union Activity in North America Graduate Student Workers. For Class 
Unionism, Against Conciliation!

The following leaflet was distributed 
by the Party to graduate student 
workers in New Mexico who were en­
gaged in a labor dispute with their 
employer:

The International Communist Party 
commends your display of strength for the 
struggle of better wages, benefits and bet­
ter working conditions. The necessity of 
this fight is something endemic to our ex­
ploitative mode of production: capitalism. 
Despite being a public institution, the Uni­
versity still exploits its workers like any 
other capitalist enterprise, state owned or 
private. There is no better demonstration of 
this than the bosses’ clear interest in keep­
ing your wages low and making you work 
more hours even while inflation rises; in a 
word, increasing immiseration.

It is only through the power of strik­
ing indefinitely that the capitalist class, in 
this instance UNM admin,  is forced to give 
concessions to the working class. This is 
why the bourgeois state collaborates with 
the bosses and actively sabotages your free­
dom to strike by making it illegal in the 
public education sector to abandon the no­
strike clause in your contract. The bour­
geoisie fears the strike and will do anything 
it can to reduce its power.

Our power to strike does not come 
from bourgeois “rights” enshrined in their 
constitutions. It comes from our shared ma­
terial interest as a class and our will to act. 
The Government, whether Democrat or Re­
publican, will always take the side of the 
bosses when push comes to shove, i.e. when 
the state or the bosses are under serious 
threat from combative workers. The 
Democrats have clearly shown this during 
the 2022 rail strike and through their pro­
motion of class collaboration and submis­
sion to the bosses instead of worker 
combativity. If the Democrats truly had the 
interests of the working class, they would 
repeal the Taft­Hartley Act and support the 
freedom to strike at all times in every sector.

UE has a history of worker militancy 

that we can draw inspiration from! Despite 
the changing landscape of United States 
employment the fact remains ­ you are a 
worker. Take inspiration today from work­
ers in the University of Minnesota who got 
the admin to extend an offer despite their 
last best and final offer after showing their 
strength through the strike. Or from the 
public school teachers at Evergreen, Wash­
ington who struck despite it not being legal. 

WORKERS! To further your struggle, 
to extend it for even higher wages and a 
shorter working day made even more nec­
essary by the rising cost of living and the 
depressing reality of having to work more 
than one job, means to UNITE AS A 
CLASS. Practically, we must work towards 
aligning contract expiration dates, strik­
ing in solidarity and at the same time as 
other workers, and unifying our trade 
unions across occupation and country into 
a genuine CLASS UNION.

AGAINST SUBORDINATION TO 
BOURGEOIS PARTIES!!

AGAINST LIMITATIONS ON 
STRIKE POWER!!

AGAINST COLLABORATION WITH 
THE BOSSES!!

FOR INTERNATIONAL AND CROSS 
SECTOR SOLIDARITY!!

Comrades, workers,
Our trade union struggle and the for­

mation of the class union is the essential 
step in the process of eliminating capitalist 
exploitation. To that end, the authentic 
working class communist party is necessary 
to direct the unions towards revolution and 
proletarian dictatorship. It is only in this 
way that capitalist society can be overcome 
with communist society, one without 
classes, without wage­labor, and without the 
state. Only after this necessary and monu­
mental leap forward for the human race can 
we finally GIVE according to ability and 
TAKE according to need.

WORKERS OF THE WORLD 
UNITE!

Following the success of multiple im­
migrant defense resolutions within the Class 
Struggle Action Network (CSAN) (a class 
struggle workers coordination of union mil­
itants in which we participate), the workers 
coordination was invited to join a larger 
trade union united front effort establishing 
joint work between union militants in many 
different unions to begin organizing efforts 
to defend immigrant workers across unions. 
Party militants along with CSAN members 
intervened in a strike of Public Schools Em­
ployees in Washington.

In Vancouver, Washington, where it is 
unlawful for public sector workers to strike, 
support staff workers organized in the Pub­
lic Schools Employee (PSE) union went on 
strike, delaying the school district opening, 
with Evergreen Educators Union (EEA) 
members who represent the higher paid 
teachers at the same schools, refusing to 
cross picket lines across the 38 schools serv­
ing 20,000 students in the district joining 
the strike. At the same time that their strike 
launched, school janitors in the district, com­
posing a much smaller and isolated bargain­
ing unit, had just settled for a 2 cent raise, 
stirring conversations among education 
workers and the janitors to organize for col­
lective strengthening of their struggles 
through coordination in the future.

Cafeteria workers in the district orga­
nized by the teamsters union had a strike au­
thorization vote, and actively walked the 
line with PSE. In two more districts in Wash­

ington education workers went on strike. 
Party militants assisted contacts within 

the The International Association of Ma­
chinists (A union of 600,000 active and re­
tired members, covering workers from 
Boeing and Lockheed Martin to United Air­
lines and Harley­Davidson, etc), in bring­
ing forward an immigrant solidarity 
resolution to the unions national conference. 
A comrade provided material support and 
participated in picket line activity during 
September 5 & 6 at the ULP strike of Team­
sters Local 492 against Dairy Farmers of 
America which owns facilities across New 
Mexico, Colorado, Utah, and California rep­
resenting approximately 1,000 workers. The 
Party was present on the Albuquerque, New 
Mexico picket line and wrote a leaflet to 
distribute. The United For Class Wide Ac­
tion caucus that has previously been com­
posed primarily of grocery workers from the 
chain Fred Myers, resumed regular meet­
ings and has come into contact with a larger 
group of class struggle militants forming in 
this union across the country.

Party militants continue to push for 
class struggle initiatives within the South­
ern Workers Assembly and have taken lead­
ership positions in some of it’s local 
territorial sections.

The Party in the U.S. conducted a num­
ber of interventions. On Labor day com­
rades intervened at 7 Labor day rallies/
picnics/marches in 4 cities and 2 states.

Teamster's Local 492 Leaflet
Workers of Creamland Dairy Factory, 

we of the International Communist Party, 
salute you with solidarity for your willing­
ness to fight for your living conditions. Your 
stand here can inspire workers in Albu­
querque to take up the fight to defend our 
wages and by extension the livelihoods of 
our families.  It is always important to know 
the history of your struggle to understand 
what you are fighting for. Back in 2019, in 
the midst of financial ruin, Dean Foods de­
clared bankruptcy and numerous plants 
around California, Utah, Minnesota, Col­
orado and New Mexico were sold to Dairy 
Farmers of America (DFA) for a total of 
$433 million in 2020. Similarly, Prairie 
Foods acquired eight plants for a total of 
$75 million. The DFA, with the mediation 
of Dean Foods, then demanded that the 
Teamsters would abstain from asking for in­
creases in wages and benefits as part of this 
new acquisition. The Teamster’s National 
body conceded with no fight to “save the 
company” (why not the 3,300 workers they 
represented?).  The agreement was presented 
as a way to preserve jobs, wages, health in­
surance and pensions and was ratified with 
an 82% approval. In reality, this was done 
to make the acquisition more attractive for 
the vultures of DFA and Prairie farms who 
would only acquire the assets of Dean Foods 
under such conditions ­ that is they would 
only buy if they were able to deprive you of 
wages and benefits to increase their profits. 
The results have spoken for themselves for 
four years; no significant increases have 
been won, and in many cases, none have 
been gained at all. From May 2020 to May 
2025 inflation has risen by 25% ­ to put it 
more bluntly you have had a pay reduction 
of 25%.  DFA had earnings of $756 million 
last year and no doubt modest profits.

At the end of the agreement in May ­ 
the company responded as expected by de­
laying, rejecting, and slowing down nego­
tiations. On June 3rd, over a thousand of 
you and your brothers and sisters approved 
of a strike action, that is the ULP action. The 
ULP strike could have been a stepping stone 
to spread the struggle to all DFA facilities 
under Teamster’s affiliation for a single 
agreement using the full force of the 1000 
members! However, what has happened in­
stead is that in July, Locals in California: 
63, 186, 495, 630 and 683 have reached an 
agreement. In August, Local 222 in Utah 
and Local 120 in Minnesota, with Local 120 
around 50% voting no, reached an agree­
ment. Even Prairie farms facilities under 
Teamster’s representation could have joined 
this struggle. The evident strategy of the 
bosses, in collusion with union leadership, 
is divide and conquer.  Why weren't all these 
struggles coordinated with yours? An agree­
ment could have been reached in a few days 

much like the short strikes of the Califor­
nia and Utah mobilizations. Because of dif­
ferent Wages differentials due to different 
cost of living? These can easily be discerned 
in contract language, after all aren’t all con­
tracts slated to have the same expiration 
dates? Technically without a contract, ac­
cording to the Teamsters, a work stoppage 
can happen at any of the 35 facilities. The 
answer is quite simple: to give concessions 
smaller than those gained from a coordi­
nated struggle. 

For two months, the company was pre­
paring for this strike by mobilizing scabs in 
the form of temp hires and salaried man­
agement from other DFA facilities; as well 
as to hire company goons in the form of the 
IPS. Admirably, our class brothers and sis­
ters from other unions have joined the picket 
lines to show solidarity, but within your lo­
cal, there have been “members” crossing 
the picket line delivering products. Where 
is the solidarity there? 

The best and final offer is always a bluff 
by companies to scare you from waging an 
actual struggle. Prior to bankruptcy, Dean 
represented 15% of milk sales from DFA. 

THE IMPERIALIST WAR

This acquisition has made them quite the 
profitable portfolio for their stakeholders 
(i.e. Money has been gained on your sweat 
and blood). The $2/hr raise offered is quite 
meager considering inflation which is trend­
ing upwards. At 3%, this is reduced to $1.82/
hr in three years. Where Health benefits were 
paid in full before the acquisition, now work­
ers are forced to pay out of pocket. Drivers 
for the company are among the lowest paid 
in the city, with wages around $7/hr lower.

At a bare minimum, wages and bene­
fits should be restored. That's a 25% increase 
to salary alone and a return to fully covered 
health insurance. Drivers should be paid at 

least the going rate at other facilities. As 
members are already struggling with living 
expenses, they will only worsen as we head 
towards a new economic downturn and pos­
sibly a crisis. 

The threat of losing jobs can be over­
come through linking with other unions 
across the industry and company boundaries 
in a coordinated struggle to not just strike, 
but have a powerful enough strike to win. 
The only way forward, the only way to pro­
tect your jobs, to increase your wages in any 
meaningful way, is to coordinate your fu­
ture strike efforts with those of your union 
brothers and sisters in other locals.

The war in Ukraine has been going on 
for more than three years now, and it is be­
coming increasingly clear that it is not des­
tined to end with a peace agreement but to 
escalate into a wider and more lethal conflict.

In recent months, Russia has been reap­
ing the rewards of the complex adaptation 
of its economy and armed forces to waging 
a long­term war, with the use of large num­
bers of soldiers, weapons, and ammunition, 
at great financial expense.

Its industrial apparatus has managed to 
convert to war production rather quickly 
and, according to Western sources, is cur­
rently capable of producing enough weapons 
and ammunition to wage war while main­
taining a strong superiority over Ukraine in 
terms of both the number of soldiers mobi­
lized and the availability of weapons and 
ammunition.

However, as it is not an industrial power 
on the scale of China or the United States, 
these expenses can only be financed by gas 
and oil exports which, due to sanctions im­
posed by the United States and the Euro­
pean Union, Russia is forced to divert largely 
to China, India, and Turkey, after its tradi­
tional European customers significantly re­
duced their imports.

An Endless Massacre to Divide Up Ukraine's Riches
In August, the European Union pur­

chased only 8% of Russian hydrocarbons, 
while China and India purchased 40% and 
25% respectively; Turkey, a NATO mem­
ber, imported 21%. This forced market con­
version has led to a decline in oil and gas 
prices. It is therefore possible that Russia 
may experience financial problems in the 
long run.

With regard to arms exports, another 
source of revenue for Russia, the latest SIPRI 
report for 2024 recorded a significant de­
cline (­64%). However, Moscow remains in 
third place with 7.8% of global exports, over­
taken by France (9.6%), while the world's 
leading exporter remains the United States 
(43%). The demand for weapons for the 
Ukrainian front and international sanctions 
make it more difficult for Russia to sell its 
weapons systems. Looking ahead, however, 
the production of weapons types tested in 
war and the increased production capacity 
of the sector could reverse this trend.

During the recent Zapad 2025 exercises, 
President Putin stated that Russia had mo­
bilized more than 700,000 soldiers on the 
Ukrainian front.

Internal stability is threatened by hu­
man losses, which are very high on both 

sides. The exact number is hidden by both 
states, but it is likely that at least 120,000 
Russian soldiers have died and at least three 
times as many have been wounded. The Rus­
sian government is replenishing the ranks 
of the army mainly with volunteers from the 
economically poorest regions of the vast 
country, assuring them good economic con­
ditions and managing not to send conscripts 
to the front. The Institute for the Study of 
War (openly aligned with the Ukrainian 
cause) has revealed that approximately 
292,000 volunteers enlisted between the be­
ginning of 2025 and September 15, an av­
erage of about 7,900 recruits per week, 
figures that are in line with data provided 
by NATO sources.

Conscripts, on the other hand, 160,000 
of whom were enlisted in the spring draft, 
are not being sent to the front. This has pre­
vented an anti­war movement from form­
ing for now. The majority of the population 
supports the government, thanks in part to 
the “hysterical” posturing of European states 
and NATO, which the regime exploits for 
its propaganda: traditional and orthodox 
“Holy Mother Russia” attacked by the cor­
rupt and unbelieving West, which, as in 
1941, is rearming itself.
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The war in Ukraine has been going on 
for more than three years now, and it is be­
coming increasingly clear that it is not des­
tined to end with a peace agreement but to 
escalate into a wider and more lethal conflict.

In recent months, Russia has been reap­
ing the rewards of the complex adaptation 
of its economy and armed forces to waging 
a long­term war, with the use of large num­
bers of soldiers, weapons, and ammunition, 
at great financial expense.

Its industrial apparatus has managed to 
convert to war production rather quickly 
and, according to Western sources, is cur­
rently capable of producing enough weapons 
and ammunition to wage war while main­
taining a strong superiority over Ukraine in 
terms of both the number of soldiers mobi­
lized and the availability of weapons and 
ammunition.

However, as it is not an industrial power 
on the scale of China or the United States, 
these expenses can only be financed by gas 
and oil exports which, due to sanctions im­
posed by the United States and the Euro­
pean Union, Russia is forced to divert largely 
to China, India, and Turkey, after its tradi­
tional European customers significantly re­
duced their imports.

In August, the European Union pur­
chased only 8% of Russian hydrocarbons, 
while China and India purchased 40% and 
25% respectively; Turkey, a NATO mem­
ber, imported 21%. This forced market con­
version has led to a decline in oil and gas 
prices. It is therefore possible that Russia 
may experience financial problems in the 
long run.

With regard to arms exports, another 
source of revenue for Russia, the latest SIPRI 
report for 2024 recorded a significant de­
cline (­64%). However, Moscow remains in 
third place with 7.8% of global exports, 
overtaken by France (9.6%), while the 
world's leading exporter remains the United 
States (43%). The demand for weapons for 
the Ukrainian front and international sanc­
tions make it more difficult for Russia to 
sell its weapons systems. Looking ahead, 
however, the production of weapons types 
tested in war and the increased production 
capacity of the sector could reverse this 
trend.

During the recent Zapad 2025 exer­
cises, President Putin stated that Russia had 
mobilized more than 700,000 soldiers on 
the Ukrainian front.

Internal stability is threatened by hu­
man losses, which are very high on both 
sides. The exact number is hidden by both 
states, but it is likely that at least 120,000 
Russian soldiers have died and at least three 
times as many have been wounded. The Rus­
sian government is replenishing the ranks 
of the army mainly with volunteers from the 
economically poorest regions of the vast 
country, assuring them good economic con­
ditions and managing not to send conscripts 
to the front. The Institute for the Study of 
War (openly aligned with the Ukrainian 
cause) has revealed that approximately 
292,000 volunteers enlisted between the be­
ginning of 2025 and September 15, an av­
erage of about 7,900 recruits per week, 
figures that are in line with data provided 
by NATO sources.

Conscripts, on the other hand, 160,000 
of whom were enlisted in the spring draft, 
are not being sent to the front. This has pre­
vented an anti­war movement from form­
ing for now. The majority of the population 
supports the government, thanks in part to 
the “hysterical” posturing of European states 
and NATO, which the regime exploits for 
its propaganda: traditional and orthodox 
“Holy Mother Russia” attacked by the cor­
rupt and unbelieving West, which, as in 
1941, is rearming itself.

Russia's diplomatic relations, severed 
by European states, have had to be strength­
ened with China, a much more powerful 
economic ally. ‘Normal’ diplomatic rela­
tions appear to be maintained with the United 
States of America, while cooperation with 
India and the BRICS states, as well as with 
many African states, especially sub­Saha­
ran Africa, also seems to be strengthening.

As far as we know, the Russian prole­
tariat does not yet seem to be heavily af­
fected by the consequences of the war. The 
employment rate has increased, with arms 
factories working three shifts, and wages 
also appear to have risen. However, there 
has been a noticeable increase in the prices 
of basic necessities, probably also due to 
sanctions.

In this situation, the Russian govern­
ment is in no hurry to reach a ceasefire with­
out achieving its objectives: the acquisition 
of the four provinces already annexed to 
Russia by decree, even if it has not yet com­
pletely occupied them, and a Ukraine that 
is not part of NATO and is demilitarized.

Time is on Moscow's side, as it waits 
for the Ukrainian army to collapse with a 
change of government in Kiev. The situa­
tion on the other side of the front is more 
complex. This war was provoked by the 
United States and NATO, which went ‘bark­
ing’ at Russia's borders, as even Pope Fran­
cis acknowledged some time ago in a 
colorful but clear manner. But it is being 
fought by Ukrainian troops, armed, trained, 
and supplied by Western countries, espe­
cially the United States.

After contributing for years, since 2014, 
to the strengthening and purging of the 
Ukrainian armed forces, Washington has 
provided Kiev with most of the cash and 
weapons aid since the Russian invasion, 
pushing for a counteroffensive to recapture 
all territories occupied by Russia, including 
Crimea.

Now that the United States has achieved 
its main strategic objective of pitting Rus­
sia and the European states against each 
other, it wants to let them fight each other 
so that it can profit from military supplies 

(as in the two previous world wars) and fo­
cus its efforts on confronting China, its real 
global adversary.

Having achieved that first goal of sev­
ering the financial and commercial ties of 
European states with Russia, the United 
States has damaged the economies of both 
and forcibly brought Europeans back into 
Atlantic diplomatic and military discipline. 
European states are paying the political and 
social consequences. The breakdown of 
trade relations with Russia has exacerbated 
the industrial crisis in Germany and other 
countries.

The attack, which has so far gone un­
punished, on the Nord Stream 1 and 2 gas 
pipelines, inspired by the United States and 
carried out by a Ukrainian commando unit 
with the support of NATO countries, prob­
ably Britain and Poland, clearly demon­
strated Germany's subservience to the United 
States, while the German economy went into 
recession. Just recently, Polish Prime Min­
ister Tusk wrote on X: “The problem with 
Nord Stream 2 is not that it was blown up: 
the problem is that it was built,” reiterating 
his solidarity with the United States and 
against Germany.

The attempt to weaken Moscow by 
pushing it into open war using the Ukrain­
ian army seems to have failed because the 
Russian army, after several months of re­
treats and necessary adjustments, has man­
aged to stop the Ukrainian counteroffensive 
and go on the offensive: it is currently press­
ing along the entire front line, and Moscow's 
armed forces have grown stronger during 
these years of war.

Ukraine, on the other hand, is on its last 
legs, both behind the lines and at the front. 
Ukrainian losses are almost certainly higher 
in absolute numbers, with a population of 
40 million (of which 7­8 million have fled 
abroad) compared to Russia's 140 million. 
Under relentless Russian pressure, soldiers 
are now deserting in large numbers, while 
the recruitment of new forces is becoming 
increasingly difficult.

Kiev's financial situation is also dire. 
“Ukraine spends 31% of its GDP on defense, 
the highest share in the world,” said the chair 
of the Ukrainian Parliament's budget com­
mittee; “one day of war currently costs 
Ukraine $172 million,” compared to $140 
million a year ago. In mid­September, the 
defense minister announced that Ukraine 
will need more than €100 billion to finance 
its defense in 2026.

The United States has taken note of this 
situation and, beyond President Trump's 
fluctuating statements, has been seeking an 
accommodation with Moscow for months, 
at Ukraine's expense, of course. They are 
determined to end financial aid to Ukraine 
and offload everything onto European coun­
tries. US diplomacy first seemed to accept 
that Donbass and the other territories an­
nexed by the Kremlin would pass to Rus­
sia, then President Trump spoke of unlikely 
“reconquests.” Behind this, of course, lies 
the struggle to plunder Ukraine's great riches.

However, it will be the Ukrainian gov­
ernment that will pay the price, for whom 
ceding Donetsk will be tantamount to ad­
mitting that eleven years of massacre at the 
front with hundreds of thousands of deaths 
have been in vain. This is not just about the 
fate of the discredited Ukrainian govern­
ment and Zelensky himself, but about the 
social stability of Ukraine, where proletar­
ian anger over so many useless sacrifices 
could turn into revolt, paving the way for 
the collapse of the state. Proletarians who 
will understand that they have never had 
anything to gain from defending national 
integrity and everything to lose from the de­
feat of their own country.

The summit between the US and Rus­
sia held in Alaska in mid­August confirmed 
Washington's attitude, which has no inter­
est in clashing directly with Moscow. The 
world's two major nuclear powers continue 
to proceed by mutual agreement on various 
important fronts, from the Middle East to 
the exploitation of Arctic resources. They 
will agree on a friendly partition of Ukraine, 
keeping the Europeans out of the picture.

The bourgeoisies of Europe, which have 
invested billions of euros in the war, will 
now also be excluded from the big business 
of reconstruction. This explains their intran­
sigence towards any peace agreement that 
violates the “sacred territorial integrity of 
Ukraine.” They are therefore pushing to con­
tinue the war, causing hundreds of thousands 
of deaths, injuries, and mutilations, as well 
as other immense destruction, at the expense 
of the Ukrainian proletariat, the Russian pro­
letariat, and even the European proletariat, 
which will also pay the costs of this war.

Hence the great agitation of the cross­
party war party, represented by the top Eu­
ropean leaders and the so­called “willing 
ones,” who every day discover a provoca­
tion by Moscow, who fear probable immi­
nent invasions, who press for further 
sanctions against Russia, who propose to in­
crease military spending to 5% of GDP, who 
launch a grandiose and unrealistic rearma­
ment plan, and who fan the flames to pre­
vent any agreement, even talking about 
sending troops to Ukrainian soil.

The latest alarm, after that of Poland, 
was raised by the small Baltic states which, 
fearing the loss of free military aid and mil­
itary support from the United States, are 
spreading alarmism about alleged incursions 
by Russian aircraft, drones, etc.

Internationalist solidarity with the pro­
letariat of Ukraine, Russia, Palestine, and 
the entire Middle East begins with the strug­
gle in one's own country and consists of 
strenuously defending living and working 
conditions, rejecting the arms race and the 
sacrifices it entails, rejecting militaristic and 
patriotic propaganda, and opposing the 
preparation for war between states with the 
preparation for war between classes.

The War in Gaza is Not a National War But an Imperialist Class War
The Many Conflicts in The Region

The carnage carried out on October 7, 
2023, by the militias of Hamas and Pales­
tinian Islamic Jihad — 1,200 civilians killed, 
including pacifists and immigrant laborers, 
and 250 kidnapped — opened the new and, 
to date, bloodiest conflict between the State 
of Israel and dominant Arab­Palestinian 
groups, which has been going on for 24 
months, with a brief truce between January 
and March, and which has spread from Gaza 
to much of the Middle East.

It is difficult to say what the intentions 
were of the bourgeois parties that control 
the Gaza Strip – now reduced to a residual 
part – and of the capitalist states that sup­
port them. But it is clear that this massacre 
– which expressed a desire for genocide 
identical to that which the Israeli bourgeois 
regime is carrying out – has for months 
united Israeli society behind its government, 
which has thus enjoyed the most favorable 
conditions for unleashing war on Gaza.

A war which, according to data pro­
vided by the Hamas Ministry of Health and 
confirmed by the Israeli forces, has so far 
claimed over 67,000 victims, destroyed 
much of the Strip's building stock – includ­
ing infrastructure, hospitals, schools, and 
mosques – and caused a famine which, ac­
cording to the UN food program, affected 
around 650,000 Gazan proletarians a month 
ago.

Of the 2.3 million inhabitants, accord­
ing to the 2023 census, around 200,000 have 
managed to leave, a minority, most of whom, 
according to data repeatedly reported by the 
Haaretz newspaper, paid around $4,000 to 
organizations operating in the Egyptian 
Sinai. These are therefore mainly middle­
class families or the wealthy strata of the 
petty bourgeoisie.

Of the 67,000 Palestinian victims, 46% 
are under the age of 18, including nearly 
1,000 infants, and the ratio of militants to 
civilians killed is 1 to 5 (according to the Is­
raeli government, 1 to 2). This massacre was 
predictable, given that the area is one of the 
most densely populated in the world and has 
an extremely young population, consider­
ing the very high birth rate (1.5 million in­
habitants in 2001; 2.3 million in 2023; over 
50,000 new births in 2023).

After October 7, pro­Iranian forces in 
Lebanon (Hezbollah), Syria, Iraq, and Yemen 
(Houthis) did not launch a determined, co­
ordinated, and simultaneous offensive 
against Israel. Instead, according to the Ira­
nian regime, they were free to decide for 
themselves the degree and type of response. 
This resulted only in the launch of missiles 
to maintain the pretense of solidarity with 
the Palestinian cause, but not enough to pro­
voke open war with Israel.

However, this did not prevent Israel 
from launching a powerful offensive against 
Hezbollah in Lebanon in August 2024, 10 
months after the start of the conflict in Gaza, 
decapitating its leadership, considerably 
weakening its militias, and pushing them 
back north of the Litani River. Israel 
launched a powerful offensive against 
Hezbollah in Lebanon, decapitating its lead­
ership, considerably weakening its militias, 
and pushing them back north of the Litani 
River. The defeat was sealed by the truce 
signed on November 27, which opened up 
a new balance between the Lebanese bour­
geois political forces, with the new govern­
ment attempting to disarm Hezbollah's 
militias.

Less than a week after the signing of 
this truce, Sunni militias belonging to Hay'at 
Tahrir al­Sham (HTS) began their advance 
in Syria, conquering Damascus on Decem­
ber 8, 2024, and deposing the Assads, who 
had been in power since 1971.

This was a second blow to Iranian im­
perialism, interrupting the so­called “Shiite 
corridor,” which allowed for the continuous 
movement of people, goods, and weapons 
from Iran to the Mediterranean, passing 
through Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon.

The fall of the Assads also dealt a blow 
to Russian imperialism, which now sees its 
three military bases in Syria at risk: the naval 
base in Tartus, which it has held since 1971, 
and the air bases in Hmeimim and Qamishli.

The Russian presence in Syria was in 
support of the Alawite bourgeoisie—an eth­
nic minority on which the Assad clan's power 
was based and which in March was attacked 
by Sunni militias protected by the new gov­
ernment, who massacred nearly a thousand 
people in a few days. Recalling the cyni­
cism and Machiavellianism of the bour­
geoisie, Israel now supports the Russian 
presence in the three Syrian bases, in an anti­
Turkish key and to weaken the new Syrian 
regime, for the same reason it supports the 
Kurds in the north east of the Euphrates and 
the Druze south of Damascus.

The key is the balance of power be­
tween the states in the area, which compete 
for markets and territories, with alliances 
that vary according to circumstances—i.e., 
convenience—and dependence on the 
world's imperial masters, the US, once the 
USSR—after the counterrevolution in Stal­
inist guise—and today Russia and China.

After the US's second war with Iraq in 
2003 and the resulting devastation of that 
country, until then an important capitalist 
power in the area and a direct rival of Iran, 
the latter has been able to expand its influ­
ence over Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Gaza, and 
Yemen for 20 years. The war in Gaza has 
detonated many fronts in as many wars, 
seven in total, with the result of undermin­
ing this Iranian imperialist development, in 
favor of Turkey, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates, and Israel. All bour­
geois powers interested in limiting Iranian 
power but all ready to wage war against each 
other.

Even Chinese imperialism, the main ri­
val of the US, which makes statements in 
support of the Palestinian cause and imports 
90% of Iran's exported oil, about 15% of its 
needs, thereby indirectly financing Iran's 
imperialist projection, which in Gaza takes 
the form of support for Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad (PIJ) and Hamas – is at the same time 
Israel's largest trading partner, with China 
accounting for 17% of its imports, even more 
than it buys from the US, which accounts 
for 11%. Colossal Chinese state­owned com­
panies build and operate highways, power 
plants, and ports, such as the one in Haifa. 
Chinese companies specializing in artificial 
intelligence operate drones to spy on Pales­
tinians in Gaza and provide surveillance, fa­
cial recognition, and data collection systems 
in the West Bank.

The Russian and Iranian response to 
the setbacks of the first 15 months of the 
war – from October 2023 to December 2024 
– was a “Strategic Cooperation Treaty” be­
tween the two countries, signed on January 
17 in Moscow.

Meanwhile, Israel continued to take ad­
vantage of the conflict that had spread from 
Gaza to the Middle East, persevering with 
its strategy of fait accompli: it repeatedly 
bombed the military structures of what re­
mained of the Syrian Arab Army, Air Force, 
and Navy to weaken the new regime, and 
gained ground and villages in the Golan 
Heights, reaching 40 kilometers from Dam­
ascus.

Very few voices of protest were raised 
by the international diplomatic community 
regarding the violation of Syria's territorial 
sovereignty, compared to the chorus of 
feigned indignation after the much more lim­
ited Israeli bombing of Doha in Qatar on 
September 9.

Syria is and continues to be a prize con­
tested between imperialist powers, which 
leverage ethnic rivalries among the local 
bourgeoisie, defined as clans given their 
family structure: between Turkey in the north 
and Israel in the south, with Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates, and Saudi Arabia interested 
in investing huge amounts of capital in the 
country's reconstruction after the United 
States suspended most of its sanctions. The 
interests of Turkish imperialism are pro­
tected by the new Syrian regime, which rep­
resents part of the Sunni bourgeoisie, while 
Israel, as mentioned, relies on the Syrian 
Kurds in the northeast and the Druze in the 
south.

The United States is playing with sev­
eral pawns in the area to protect the inter­
ests of its capitalists: the Israeli pawn, 
Turkey, which is a member of NATO, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates
—the so­called petro­monarchies of the Per­
sian Gulf—with which, during Trump's visit 
last May, agreements worth $600 billion, 
$243 billion, and $200 billion, respectively, 
were concluded.

On May 18, the Israeli government be­
gan the new operation “Gideon's Chariots” 
in Gaza, preceded by heavy bombing, which 
on August 20 became “Gideon's Chariots 
2” with the massive entry of troops and 
ground vehicles; on September 16, they be­
gan to penetrate the city of Gaza.

At such an opportune moment, after 
the significant gains made in those months 
of war, it was to be expected that the Israeli 
bourgeois regime would take advantage of 
the situation to push forward and challenge 
Iran's regional power. This happened, in the 
usual agreement with the United States: 
from June 13 for 12 days, the Israeli air force 
struck Iranian military infrastructure, in­
cluding nuclear facilities, and regime fig­
ures in the bourgeois neighborhoods of 
North Tehran. The brief conflict ended with 
the US bombing of several uranium enrich­
ment facilities. This was followed by a cau­
tious and pre­announced Iranian missile 
strike on the US military base in Qatar, the 
largest of that imperialism in the region. 
While the extent of the damage to facilities 
dedicated to military and civilian nuclear 
development is unknown, the damage to 
other facilities was certainly extensive.

But the brief war also showed how a 
small country like Israel, with a population 
of only 10 million – including 2 million 
Arab­Israelis who do not serve in the mili­
tary – has great difficulty sustaining a con­
flict of greater length and intensity. In several 
cases, Iranian missiles overcame the sophis­
ticated, powerful, and expensive intercep­
tion system, causing damage and casualties, 
including among the Arab population.

This highlights how, in the context of 
the third imperialist world war, towards 
which capitalism is marching decisively, the 
destruction of Israel is by no means impos­
sible, and how it is foolish for the working 
class of this country to rely on the military 
successes of its own national bourgeoisie. 
The only salvation lies in solidarity and in­
ternational proletarian revolution, rejecting 
imperialist politics and war, first and fore­
most in one's own country, beyond the two 
pillars of Hercules that open the way to com­
munist revolution: THE ENEMY IS IN OUR 
COUNTRY and WORKERS OF THE 
WORLD UNITE.

The brief war between Israel and Iran 
also showed the real value of the strategic 
agreement signed in January between Mos­
cow and Tehran. Russia was unable to do 
anything to support Iran, confirming the dif­
ficulties linked to the war in Ukraine, which 
absorbs most of its resources.

A further test of this “strategic cooper­
ation” was the agreement signed on August 
8 between the United States, Armenia, and 
Azerbaijan for the 43­kilometer­long 
Zangezur corridor, which runs along the 
border between Iran and Armenia, connect­
ing Azerbaijan to its enclave of Nakhchivan, 
and from there to Turkey. The agreement 
provides for the transfer of de facto 
sovereignty over the corridor, in Armenian 
territory, to the United States. Iran thus re­
mains isolated from Armenia, and therefore 
from Russia, which again did nothing to op­
pose it. Iran now shares its northern border 
west of the Caspian Sea only with Azerbai­
jan, whose Turkish­speaking minority is a 
thorn in the side of the bourgeois regime in 
Tehran. This was a further gain for Turkish 
and US imperialism, at the expense of Ira­
nian and Russian imperialism.

Prior to this agreement, in July, new in­
ter­ethnic violence erupted in Syria, follow­
ing that between Alawites and Sunnis in 
March, this time between Bedouins and 
Druze in the southern governorate of 
Suwayda, where the Druze minority is con­
centrated. This confirmed the fragility of 
the new Syrian regime and its inability to 
prevent clashes between the bourgeois clans 
of different ethnic groups. This had two ef­
fects: the Kurds in the northeast slowed 
down the process of integrating their mili­
tias into the new Syrian army, and Israel, 
under the pretext of protecting the Druze, 
bombed the Syrian headquarters in Damas­
cus, a target very close to the presidential 
palace – as a warning to the new regime and 
to Turkey – and moved closer to Damascus 
with its troops stationed in the south.

The final element in this picture is the 
clash between Israel and the Houthis, who 
are constantly launching missiles at Israel, 
one of which on Wednesday, September 24, 
broke through the anti­aircraft shield, hit­
ting Eilat and injuring several civilians. In 
response, Israel has repeatedly bombed 
Yemeni infrastructure controlled by the 
Houthis and institutional and political build­
ings. On August 30, virtually the entire 
Houthi government was eliminated in a 
bombing that killed 12 ministers and senior 
officials, including the prime minister and 
the ministers of industry, foreign affairs, and 
justice.

War and Class Struggle

As necessary as it is to understand the 
plots and maneuvers of imperialism in the 
struggle for the division of world markets, 
Marxism frames this dynamic within his­
torical development, that is, the struggle be­
tween classes, on the political and social 
planes, which, since the opening words of 
Marx and Engels' Communist Manifesto of 
December 1847, has been “the engine of 
history.”

All capitalist states attack each other. 
Alliances are always between brigands, as 
this report also makes clear. “International 
law” is a fiction, a cover for the real fact 
that only the balance of power between the 
powers counts. “National sovereignty” is 
another sham, since weak bourgeois states 
are pawns of the stronger ones. These fic­
tions hold up as long as the capitalist eco­
nomic structure does not enter into crisis, 
as is its destiny, accelerating and exacerbat­
ing economic, political, and military com­
petition, rising to military confrontation, 
which has never ceased, often with proxy 
wars, and, as this process advances, becom­
ing open war between states, up to and in­
cluding world war.

But all bourgeois states are first at­
tacked at their base, internally, by economic 
and social crises. The wage­earning class is 
driven to struggle not by communist propa­
ganda but by the worsening of its living con­
ditions, the result of the advancing crisis of 
overproduction in world capitalism. If for 
capitalist states the principle of “national 

sovereignty” is a farce because the strong 
dominate the weak, for workers in all coun­
tries – both strong and weak – it is a farce 
because everywhere only Capital dominates 
and dictates.

The class struggle, which never ceases, 
is reignited and radicalized by the economic 
crisis, and in itself—implicitly—tends to 
endanger this social and political order in 
every state. A danger for the bourgeoisie; a 
goal for the proletariat that becomes explicit
—declared and consciously pursued—only 
where the connection between the working 
class and the International Communist Party 
is strengthened.

Against this internal threat, the bour­
geoisie has a supreme weapon: war. Against 
revolution: war. For every bourgeois state, 
it is easier to control the proletarian masses 
subjected to military discipline, in the army 
and in society, torn apart by the massacres 
of soldiers and civilians that imperialist war 
entails – useful for diverting them against a 
fake external enemy, to replace the supposed 
ideological interest of the Fatherland with 
that of the working class – than it is to con­
trol them in peacetime with ordinary police 
forces.

But a proletariat in revolt cannot be 
controlled in any way. The working class in 
Italy went on mass strike in 1943, even un­
der German occupation and fascism. Police 
forces and repression are useless when so­
ciety is in turmoil.

In the brief 12­day war between Israel 
and Iran, the Netanyahu government stated 
that one of its objectives was to bring down 
the Ayatollah regime. The result was the op­
posite: the external threat rallied moderate 
opposition around the regime and allowed 
the arrest of its most vocal opponents. Is­
rael thus increased the stability of the Ira­
nian regime. The same mechanism was seen 
on October 7, 2023: Hamas gave Netanyahu 
and the other executioners in his govern­
ment the most welcome gift. Through war, 
bourgeois regimes help each other: they spill 
the blood of the proletariat to prevent their 
revolt.

In Israel, too, the partial military vic­
tory over Iran consolidated the internal front, 
which, after the first few months of unity 
following the carnage of October 7, had bro­
ken down, with increasingly large demon­
strations every Saturday in Tel Aviv and 
other cities.

But the beneficial effect for the Israeli 
government and regime was short­lived. In 
July, demonstrations against the war in Gaza 
grew. The majority of participants were de­
manding the return of the hostages still held 
by Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
(PIJ) – both living and dead. A truce was 
necessary for this return.

But a minority of this movement de­
nounced the ongoing massacre in Gaza. 
Since July, they have taken to the streets 
with photos of tortured Palestinian children, 
in defiance of the police ban and breaking 
a taboo in Israeli society. These demonstra­
tions have grown stronger.

Then there is the front of reservists, who 
in growing numbers (25%, they say) are re­
fusing to be called up to fight in the Strip or 
the West Bank. It appears that around 40% 
of reservists returning from service en­
counter difficulties at work and economic 
hardship, often due to dismissal. The war, 
which has been going on for 24 months, is 
affecting the Israeli capitalist economy, 
worsening conditions for workers. It is an 

Gaza: War, Reconstruction, and the 
Machinery of Imperial Profit

The latest plan to “rebuild” the Gaza 
Strip, packaged as Donald Trump’s 21­
point peace framework, reveals the naked 
logic of modern imperialism: war and 
reconstruction are two sides of the same 
process of capitalist accumulation. 
Announced in September 2025, the plan 
combines a three­phase cease­fire with a 
sweeping redevelopment scheme projected 
at $100 billion in private investment and 
$20–30 billion in state­backed financing. 
Trump described it as “the biggest 
rebuilding project in world history,” while 
leaked prospectuses outlined returns of 300 
to 400 percent over ten years for investors. 
The project would be managed through an 
international “Board of Peace” chaired by 
Trump himself, with participation from the 
U.S., Israel, Egypt, and select Gulf 
monarchies. Early financial outlines 
referenced 50 million tons of debris 
removal, construction of two deep­water 
ports, a special economic zone, three 
industrial parks, a coastal airport, and over 
250,000 new housing units. Behind the 
diplomatic language lies a colossal 
commercial project: the transformation of 
Gaza from a devastated enclave into a 
profit­bearing territory for global finance 
capital. The language of “peace” and 
“stability” serves only to mask the 
fundamental reality: capital is preparing to 
profit from the destruction it helped create.

This is the essential pattern of imperial 
capitalism in its senile stage. War clears the 
ground, literally and financially, for new 
cycles of accumulation. Once the 
machinery of destruction has done its work, 
the same class that armed and financed it 
steps forward as “rebuilders,” issuing 
tenders, loans, and concessions to private 

monopolies. In Gaza’s case, those 
monopolies orbit the Trump–Kushner 
nexus. The leaked Gaza Reconstitution, 
Economic Acceleration, and 
Transformation (GREAT) Trust document 
listed nearly thirty corporations including 
Tesla, BlackRock, Bechtel, Siemens, and 
TSMC as “potential partners” in the new 
enclave, though many later disavowed 
involvement. The plan’s internal valuation 
treats Gaza’s coastline, estimated at 40 km 
of beachfront, as “prime redevelopment 
property” worth between $150 and $200 
billion in long­term capital gains. Jared 
Kushner, Trump’s son­in­law and former 
senior adviser, acts as the informal broker, 
coordinating with Israeli and Gulf investors 
through his firm Affinity Partners, which 
itself manages $3 billion in Saudi capital. 
Months before the cease­fire, he had 
already described Gaza’s waterfront as 
“very valuable real estate,” suggesting 
population “relocation” and “cleanup” to 
make redevelopment feasible. The merger 
of diplomacy, capital, and class interest is 
not coincidence but the normal operation 
of imperialism: state power opens new 
spaces for private enrichment, and private 
capital in turn sustains the geopolitical 
order that makes such enrichment possible. 
The displacement of millions becomes an 
opportunity for speculation; the ruins 
become collateral for new investment.

The cease­fire now being 
implemented, 20 hostages exchanged for 
roughly 1,950 Palestinian prisoners, partial 
IDF redeployments, and the daily entry of 
400 to 600 humanitarian aid trucks, is only 
the first act. The second act, already in 
motion, is the auction of Gaza’s future. 
Consultancy models                (cont pg 8) 
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incipient crisis, but one that has been going 
on for some time, as evidenced by the teach­
ers' strike against wage cuts imposed to meet 
the costs of the war, which the regime's His­
tadrut union boycotted.

In Israel, the anti­war movement main­
tains an interclassist and nationalist charac­
ter in its participation and intentions. For 
August 17, it called on both workers and 
companies to “stop everything” for one day. 
Histadrut did not declare a strike, but only 
asked employers not to retaliate against strik­
ers. It called for a strike last year, on Sep­
tember 1, 2024, but did not offer the slightest 
resistance to the court order that, after a few 
hours, ordered a return to work.

By not calling on workers to strike both 
against the war and in defense of their liv­
ing conditions, explaining how these two as­
pects are two sides of the same coin, the 
anti­war movement is failing to address the 
crucial issue, namely the control of the 
regime's Histadrut union over the working 
class in Israel. Until a strong faction is 
formed within the unions that imposes the 
merging of the workers' defensive struggle 
with the struggle against the war, in solidar­
ity with the exploited in other countries, the 
anti­war movement will not rise to the level 
of an effective working­class struggle capa­
ble of bringing Israel's capitalist economy 
to its knees and hindering the imperialist 
policy of that bourgeois regime, a vassal of 
US imperialism.

The Palestinian “resistance”

Since its foundation, the State of Israel 
has imposed a hateful and intolerable regime 
of discrimination against Palestinians, en­
shrined in the 2018 law that defined it as a 
“Jewish state.” The Arab­Palestinian prole­
tariat, despite enjoying citizenship and equal 
civil and political rights—except for the right 
to serve in the army, unlike the Druze and 
Bedouins—are the most exploited section 
of the working class in Israel, excluded for 
years from the regime's Histadrut union, and 
are thus subjected to double oppression, both 
class and ethnic.

In the West Bank, occupied by the King­
dom of Transjordan since 1948 and then by 
Israel in 1967, following the Six­Day War, 
the situation is worse, with outright apartheid 
under a strict military occupation regime. 
This fierce persecution has reached the point 
of extermination in Gaza.

But this “leap” in barbarism did not oc­
cur because of the characteristics of Zionist 
ideology, but because the unresolved Pales­
tinian national question is now part of a world 
that has everywhere embraced capitalism, 
which has been in its final imperialist phase 
for over a century and is now marching to­
wards World War III. In this context, the con­
flicts between imperialisms, between 
regional and world powers, are becoming 
increasingly bitter, and ethnic issues are be­
ing used in an increasingly cynical way to 
protect the interests of bourgeois states.

For decades, Palestine has not been the 
Algeria or Vietnam of the 1950s and 1960s, 
backward societies in a world with regions 
that were just emerging into modernity and 
the infamies of capitalism. In the decades 
immediately following the end of the Sec­
ond Imperialist World War, some national 
bourgeoisies were still revolutionary, with 
the possibility of capitalist economic expan­
sion and a relatively stable balance between 
the imperialist powers.

Today, Gaza and the West Bank are fully 
capitalist societies, with a bourgeoisie that 
is now reactionary, anti­proletarian, corrupt, 
and sold out to the regional and global bour­
geoisie, inextricably intertwined with the 
dense network of capitalist and military in­
terests in the area.

In the West, the prevailing narrative in 
the peace movement is that what is happen­
ing in Gaza is not a war but mere extermi­
nation. It is true, however, that extermination, 
ethnic cleansing, and genocide are instru­
ments of imperialist war. In this interpreta­
tion, on the one hand there is a state, special 
in its ferocity, and on the other a “whole and 
united people” who “resist,” with or with­
out weapons. This would be a unique case, 
not a stage in capitalism's march toward a 
third imperialist world war. There is almost 
no mention of the parties that dominated and 
continue to dominate Gaza, its society, or 
their ties to the imperialist powers.

As always, opportunism tries to wrig­
gle like an eel, jumping from one justifica­
tion to another so as not to be pinned down 
to the real social facts.

In Gaza, the population, especially the 
proletariat, which—as always in peace and 
war—suffers more than other social classes, 
is desperately trying to survive. Is “resis­
tance” “survival”? Of course not, for its sup­
porters! “Resistance” should be some kind 
of political action by the masses, peaceful 
or armed. But neither the “people” in gen­
eral nor the proletariat in particular in Gaza 
are armed. Hamas has always been careful 
not to give weapons to the proletarian masses 
because these masses would use them against 
that reactionary and anti­proletarian party.

In fact, the only peaceful mass demon­
strations in 24 months of war have been 
against Hamas – “Hamas barra barra!”, 
meaning “Hamas out, out!”, was shouted be­
tween March and April this year – for peace, 
that is, for surrender. The “resistance” of the 
proletariat in Gaza has been against Hamas. 
It has been courageous and healthy class de­
featism.

The approximately 20,000 Hamas mili­
tiamen are a separate body, better paid and 
opposed to the proletariat, like any police 
force in any capitalist regime. On several 
occasions in the years before this latest war, 
they repressed protests and persecuted po­
litical and trade union opponents. It was 
Hamas that abolished May Day.

With the advance of the Israeli army 
and its weakening, armed clashes began be­
tween the dominant bourgeois families in 
the Strip, who for years had endorsed or suf­
fered its rule and who are now beginning to 
come out into the open in view of the new 
balance of power that may emerge.

Confirmation of the class division in 
Gazan society and of how the bourgeoisie 
profits from the proletariat even in the des­
perate situation in which it finds itself today 
is provided by the statement made on Octo­
ber 5 by Sheikh Ihsan Ibrahim Ashour, Mufti 
of the province of Khan Yunis: "In the name 
of God... To my dear brothers, the landown­
ers in the displacement areas... To those who 
govern the country... Some greedy landown­
ers in the displacement areas have taken ad­
vantage of the displaced people, renting them 
plots of land to pitch their tents at exorbi­
tant prices, which have emptied their already 
empty pockets and tormented their already 
afflicted souls... This phenomenon has in­
creased in these difficult days... Is their be­
havior any different from that of exploitative 
farmers, exaggerated monopolistic traders, 
usurers, and brigands who sow chaos on 

earth, criminals, and swindlers? (https://t.me/
hamza20300/381465).

The Islamic priest naturally appeals to 
the bourgeois authorities and the good hearts 
of wealthy families, but he must give vent 
to the anger of the proletariat, of course.

A few days earlier, on September 29, 
part of the Tabarin Bedouin clan organized 
a demonstration in the center of the Strip 
with about 50 armed men against the killing 
by Hamas of one of their members, an offi­
cial responsible for the security of food con­
voys entering the Strip through the Kisufim 
crossing, just north of Khan Yunis (https://
t.me/hamza20300/379573).

In Gaza, therefore, it is the militias of 
the bourgeois parties and clans that exploit 
and oppress the proletariat that are armed, 
some of which do not disdain dealing with 
Israel, as Hamas itself has done for years.

In Gaza, there is no united people fight­
ing against the foreign occupier, but rather 
a proletariat oppressed by its own bour­
geoisie and by the Israeli bourgeoisie, who 
wage war on behalf of the various regional 
and global bourgeoisies at the expense of 
the proletariat, both of whom are interested 
in and complicit in their massacre and ex­
termination. As is well known, a large part 
of the bourgeoisie of Gaza lives abroad and 
from there decides what the local militias 
should do.

Even in the West Bank, despite witness­
ing the greatest martyrdom of the Palestinian 
population since the founding of the State 
of Israel in 1948, there has been no reaction 
from the “popular masses” in support of the 
resistance, nothing reminiscent of either the 
first or the smaller second Intifada. Western 
supporters of the phantom “Palestinian re­
sistance” pretend to ignore this historical 
fact of enormous importance. How can this 
be explained? Israeli repression? Certainly, 
but it was also extremely violent in 1987 
and 2000! The conflict between Fatah and 
Hamas? Certainly, but Fatah is deeply dis­
credited in the West Bank.

The decisive factor is that the prole­
tariat in the West Bank, as in Gaza, no longer 
trusts national liberation to defend them, 
even though they recognize that they are still 
an oppressed nationality, because they un­
derstand that the oppression they suffer from 
the Palestinian bourgeoisie is no better than 
that from the Israeli bourgeoisie. The class 
question now transcends the national ques­
tion.

They lack an international communist 
party that would give them the perspective 
of social struggle, of class struggle, in al­
liance with the proletariat of the entire area, 
including that of Israel, each primarily 
against its own bourgeoisie. This is the only 
path to the social emancipation of the Pales­
tinians and the end of national oppression.

Outside of this perspective, the Pales­
tinian proletariat is an increasingly useless 
overpopulation for capitalism, as its eco­
nomic crisis advances and the third imperi­
alist world war approaches. No one wants 
them: not Egypt, which has closed the Gaza 
Strip since 1980 more than Israel has, which, 
before October 7, at least allowed 15,000 
Gazan proletarians a day to enter to be ex­
ploited; not even there do the other Arab 
countries want them; where they have his­
torically been present as refugees for four 
generations, in Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon, 
they are discriminated against in a similar 
and even worse way than Arab­Palestinians 
who are citizens of Israel!

Their condition increasingly resembles, 
paradoxically, that of the Jews in Central 
Europe in the 1930s and during World War 
II: all states knew, but it suited everyone to 
have the National Socialist Party do the 
“dirty work” and persecute the Jews, be­
cause it was useful for stabilizing German 
capitalism on a social level, that is, for hin­
dering the world revolution in preparation 
for war. Once that greatest massacre known 
to history – so far – was over and the geno­
cide of the Jews had been consummated, the 
victorious bourgeois states speculated on the 
tragedy, presenting themselves as saviors 
and, above all, presenting this holocaust of 
the world proletariat as a just war, rather than 
an imperialist one on both sides.

What is happening in Gaza, therefore, 
is not the extermination of a people who are 
resisting against a state, but a war between 
two chains of capitalist powers in which the 
Gazans are being exterminated. The asym­
metry of military forces and victims must 
not deceive us, and the atrocious barbarity 
must not blind us. Hamas has been negoti­
ating with Israel for months, along with all 
the powers in the area. For months, they have 
been deciding that the war must continue, 
and with it the extermination.

Now the bourgeois states most known 
for their support of Hamas, such as Qatar 
and Turkey, seem to have reached an agree­
ment, at the behest of US imperialism, and 
are urging Hamas to accept the truce.

Iran remains excluded and is the victim 
of this agreement. Evidently, the US has 
promised to give Qatar and Turkey impor­
tant morsels of profit, starting with Syria, in 
exchange for abandoning Hamas, or bring­
ing it into line, with a view to a further at­
tack and downsizing of Iranian imperialism 
in the near future, which is welcomed by all 
these bourgeois gangs.

Gaza: War...
(continued from pg. 7)

from Boston Consulting Group and other 
firms estimate initial infrastructure tenders 
of $15 to $20 billion for debris removal, 
port construction, and electrical­grid 
rebuilding, with foreign firms expected to 
capture 70 to 80 percent of contracts. 
Public­private development zones, 
designed to attract venture­capital and 
energy­sector investment, are projected to 
yield annual profits exceeding $8 to $10 
billion by 2035. Reports mention blue­chip 
firms and construction conglomerates as 
“potential partners,” though most deny 
formal commitment. The truth is simpler: 
whether or not these names appear on 
contracts, the entire capitalist world­system 
benefits from the cycle. Reconstruction 
spending fuels global demand, generates 
new credit instruments, and sustains the 
rentier elites of the imperial core. Gaza’s 
rebuilding, like Iraq’s before it, is not a 
humanitarian necessity but a mechanism for 
restoring profit rates in a saturated global 
economy. Every dollar of aid becomes an 
investment, every act of charity a financial 
instrument. What is presented as “peace” is 
merely the continuation of war by other 
means, war for markets, war for profit, war 
for the survival of a decaying capitalist 
order.

LIFE OF THE PARTY

General Meeting

In October, the Party held a series of 
online public meetings, one in English re­
garding the political and economic situa­
tion in the United States and another in 
Italian regarding the situation in Gaza. Both 
meetings were a success featuring numer­
ous attendees from throughout the word. 
We plan to begin regularly hosting these 
public online meetings. These meetings aim 
to broadcast Party doctrine and revolution­
ary perspectives to audiences globally, pro­
viding communist analysis of societal 

problems while capturing leadership over 
growing discontent to direct it toward rev­
olutionary goals.

Since our last general meeting, two new 
videos have been added to our Youtube 
channel including, Lenin the organic cen­
tralist part one in English, and the leaflet 
Israel­Iran: Evidence of World War in Span­
ish. We are finishing the recording of Lenin 
the organic centralist part 2 in english within 
the next few weeks, and it will be available 
on the channel in the next month. We now 

have a total of 274 subscribers to the chan­
nel, 20 videos uploaded and  3944 total 
views.

A monthly mail order subscription is 
now available for TICP through CL­Pub­
lishers.

The North American section of the 
Party will now commence with regular print­
ing and distribution of our Spanish language 
press. Write to our email if you would like 
to obtain some.

Reports to the International Party Meet­
ing, September 27­28

The bloodthirsty international oligarchy 
of capitalists threatens and challenges the 
working class: WORKERS OF ALL COUN­
TRIES, UNITE!  

Already published in this paper are three 
report summaries  from the September meet­
ing. Other Reports will be published in a 
subsequent issue.
­ The war in Gaza is not a national war but 

an imperialist class war. (Published above)
­ An endless massacre to divide up 
Ukraine's riches (Published above)
­ Report on Indonesia (Published above)

To make it known that, like Trump, Xi, 
and Putin, the working­class party also has 
its own politics and its own “international 
meetings”!

Brief reports from the May general 
meeting (continued from last issue):
­ The Crisis of Capital and Competition for 

Oil
­ The International of Red Trade Unions
­ Race, Class, and the Agrarian Question in 
the United States. Slavery and the Rise of 
the Bourgeois World, Part 2 (report already 
published in English in issue 2 of Commu­
nism).
­ Alienation, Objectification, and the Crisis 
of Human Relations in Capitalism: Sex and 
Love (scheduled for publication in the next 
issue of Communism).

Recent Developments in the Global Competition For Oil
In the clash between oil cartels for 

control of the market, we still find all the 
typical characteristics of the era of 
imperialism, repeatedly emphasized by our 
current and summarized during World War 
I, in 1916, by Lenin.

Global demand for oil continues to 
grow steadily, driven by emerging capitalist 
economies (young blood for capital 
accumulation), such as China and India, 
while supply has fluctuated due to 
geopolitical factors (sanctions on Russia, 
conflicts in the Middle East) and 
technological factors (shale extraction in 
North America).

On the market, alongside countries 
with high­consumption economies that are 
largely dependent on imports, others have 
high reserves but relatively modest 
economic activity, unable to consume all 
their oil. Countries with high consumption 
and low production are China, India, and 
Europe.

In capitalism, technology advances not 
to “save the planet” but so that monopolies 
can obtain superprofits from the slavery of 
millions of people.

Currently, with demand showing no 
signs of recovery, we are witnessing a 
structural oversupply, similar to that during 
the 2014­16 crisis. Production now tends to 
exceed demand. This has had its most 
obvious origin in the cultivation of shale in 
North America (fracking), the entry into the 
market of Guyana's production, and the 
changes undertaken by OPEC+, which has 
announced its intention to break with its 
policy of production cuts.

Global refining capacity has increased, 
but profit margins have declined in 2024. 
Stocks remain relatively high: the United 
States, Europe, and China have accumulated 
them, taking advantage of low prices. 
Venezuela has the largest reserves in the 
world; Saudi Arabia and Russia have 
enough for 50­60 years; the United States 
for 20­30 years.

Price volatility responds to capitalist 
crises and wars, reflecting market anarchy 
and inter­imperialist conflict. Market 
speculation is triggered by specific 
announcements and sanctions: the US is 
imposing severe sanctions on Iran and 
Venezuela and announcing secondary tariffs 
for buyers of Venezuelan, Iranian, and 
Russian oil. The US government had 
decreed Chevron's exit from Venezuela, but 
Chevron did not comply in order not to cede 
ground to competing cartels (China).

The US government pressured the 
Saudis to increase supply and reduce prices, 
making it easier for the Federal Reserve to 
cut interest rates. But the drop in prices 
below $65 is forcing US fracking companies 
to cut investments and close marginal wells. 
Shale companies are already heavily 
indebted. There is tension between the oil 
lobby and large consumers (IT, airlines, 
Amazon, Tesla).

Inter­bourgeois contradictions in the 
US are intensifying and projecting 
themselves onto the international stage.

Although monopolies occasionally 
make agreements with each other, the 
struggle and competition are not abating but 
intensifying in new forms. We have seen 
this in the history of OPEC and more 
recently in OPEC+. In 2023, Saudi Arabia 
(an ally of the United States) and Russia 
(one of the BRICS countries) agreed on 
production cuts, but they compete on Asian 
markets.

Today, if we update the list of the 
“seven sisters” in the West, we find large 
companies that dominate the global oil 
business, both state­owned and private 
giants.

In general terms, the big oil companies 
are associated with the various imperialist 
powers and are defended by the diplomacy 
and weapons of their states.

OPEC, which supplies 40% of world 
production and regulates prices by limiting 
production.

However, the United States, with 18% 
of global production, mainly from shale, 
acts as a counterweight, weakening the 
cartel. But the release of large quantities of 
North American oil onto the market 
contributes to overproduction and falling 
prices

War follows the economy. The 
rearmament of states is also financed by oil 
revenues. Capitalism turns oil into blood 
and blood into profits. War is inevitable as 
long as monopolies exist.

The interests of the states and 
corporations that control oil reserves and 
production are intertwined with those that 
depend on them for supply: although in 
conflict, both depend on each other, closely 
linked by the accumulation of profit.

The preference of some states for the 
nationalization of their reserves, extraction, 
refining, and marketing still responds to a 
capitalist model, which continues and does 
not emancipate itself from subjugation to 
national and international monopolies 
through financial, commercial, and 
technological mechanisms.

Areas of influence and control are 
already being established. The United States 
occupies 90% of the eastern oil fields (Deir 
ez­Zor) in Syria, while in the Persian Gulf 
and the Red Sea, five US aircraft carriers 
patrol the routes where 20% of the world's 
oil flows.

The conflict between Israel and Iran 
last June triggered an initial surge in oil 
prices. However, they quickly returned to 
previous levels once a ceasefire was 
announced and the absence of serious 
supply disruptions was confirmed.

The United States maintains bases in 
the Middle East to control the oil fields. In 
Africa, China extracts 10% of the 
continent's oil (Nigeria, Angola), competing 

with the French (Total) and British (BP). In 
Latin America, nationalizations in Mexico 
(Pemex) and Venezuela's struggle for the 
Essequibo territory clash with Exxon's 
interests.

With the weakening of Iran, Hamas, 
and Hezbollah, the new Syrian government, 
more aligned with the United States and 
Turkey, and recent agreements between the 
United States and Saudi Arabia, the major 
Western oil companies (ExxonMobil, 
Chevron, BP, Shell) are strengthening their 
control over the regional market, while 
Russia and China see their influence and 
access to new projects limited, despite 
maintaining their positions in Iran and Iraq. 
The correlation of forces favors the United 
States and its Gulf allies, reducing the 
capacity of Russia and China.

But today, the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, South Africa, Egypt, United 
Arab Emirates, Iran, Ethiopia, Indonesia) 
control 43% of world oil production and 
NATO (United States, Canada, Norway) 
25%, partly thanks to fracking technology. 
But this division of the world is constantly 
changing.

The inter­imperialist clash thus shows 
different oil­rich theaters of operation, until 
the economic and commercial dispute 
escalates into general war.

In the Middle East, global tensions are 
expressed in the opposition between Iran 
and the United States/Israel. Saudi Arabia, 
a key ally of the United States, competes 
with Iran for regional hegemony. The “12­
day war” does not put an end to this 
confrontation.

In the eastern Mediterranean, Turkey is 
challenging Greece, Cyprus, Israel, and 
Egypt over gas fields. NATO is divided (the 
United States supports Greece, but Turkey 
is a member).

Instability in Iraq and Syria: the 
presence of US, Russian, Turkish, and 
Iranian troops creates friction. Jihadist 
groups could be used as proxies.

In Libya, Russia, through the Wagner 
Group and Haftar, opposes Turkey/US/EU, 
which support the Tripoli government, for 
control of Africa's largest oil and gas fields.

In the Sahel and the Gulf of Guinea, 
France (and the EU) is losing influence to 
Russia (Wagner mercenaries) and China. 
Jihadist attacks could be a pretext for 
foreign intervention.

In Mozambique, rich in natural gas, 
armed conflicts are underway for control of 
the mega­gas fields in Cabo Delgado 
(TotalEnergies, Exxon, China).

In Eastern Europe, Russian gas is at 
stake. In Ukraine, as an extension of the 
current conflict, NATO could intervene 
directly. Poland and the Baltic states are hot 
borders.

Energy corridors pass through 
Azerbaijan, which is in conflict with 
Armenia. Turkey and Russia are vying for 
influence in the Caucasus. The TAP is 
crucial for Europe.

In Latin America, the United States is 
resisting China and Russia. In Venezuela, 
Russia and China have strategic investments 
in partnership with PDVSA. There is 
offshore oil in Essequibo, hence the tensions 
between Venezuela and Guyana, supported 
by ExxonMobil and the United States.

In the South China Sea, China is 
opposed by the United States, the 
Philippines, and Vietnam over shipping 
routes and gas fields. A Chinese naval 
blockade would affect 60% of the world's 
energy trade. In Taiwan, in the event of an 
invasion by China, the United States could 
intervene by disrupting chip and energy 
supply chains.

The dynamics of inter­imperialist 
contradictions over control of the oil 
business only confirm the positions of 
communists: monopoly domination, fusion 
of banks and industry; endless local wars.

On the other hand, monopolies create 
the basis of communist society, an enormous 
advance in the socialization of production 
and technical innovation. But in the 
capitalist regime, social production 
increasingly opposes private appropriation 
based on capital, wage labor, and exchange 
value.

Opportunists try to deceive the 
workers' movement with their calls for the 
defense of the national economy, sovereign 
control of oil fields and trade, and the 
demagogic utopia of multipolarity, 
dreaming of a capitalism in which cartels 
and monopolies compete peacefully with 
each other. Perhaps in an “ecological” way, 
“respectful of the planet.” In this way, they 
seek to mask their preparations for a new 
violent partition of the world.

The world proletariat, under the 
leadership of the International Communist 
Party, will be able to reject these deceptions 
and open the way to history. Through its 
class struggle, it will transform its defensive 
economic struggles into a political struggle 

for power: a new war of the workers against 
dying world capital.

It's Not Corruption...
(continued from pg. 3)

tion will somehow ever come via the ballot 
box without a real and serious class strug­
gle and vicious battle with the class enemy. 


